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SERMON I. 


THE NECESSITY OF GOOD WORKS 
TOWARDS THE ATTAINMENT OF 
ETERNAL HAPPINESS. 


— — 


S.. VET 


BE NOT DECEIVED; GOD IS NOT MOCKED: FOR 
WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL 
HE ALSO REAP. 


'THesE words contain this 
general and fundamental doctrine of re- 
ligion; that every man ſhall finally receive 
of God, according to what he hath done : 
© Whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall 
he alſo reap.” 


Wuar our Saviour alleged upon ano- 
ther occaſion, to expreſs the reaſonable- 
5 neſs 


12 1 
neſs of judging, concerning the hearts of - 
men, by their actions, may no leſs pro- 
perly be applied here, as a rule, whereby 
every man may judge, from his own 
behaviour and actions, what recompenſe 
he will meet hereafter: © Men do not 
te gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
te thiſtles.” As the fruit is always of the 
ſame kind with the ſtem that bears it; 
and the grain reaped, is naturally of the 
ſame ſort with the ſeed that was ſown ; ſo 
man's final ſtate of happineſs or miſery 
| ſhall be the proper effect of his preſent 
actions: He that ſoweth to his fleſh,” 
(as the apoſtle expreſſes it, in the words 
following the text) © ſhall of the fleſh 
« reap corruption: but he that ſoweth 
eto the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting.” — There is ſcarce any 
vice, the practice of which is not attended 
with ſome degree of miſery, even in this 
life; which is a proper warning what 
will be the conſequence of it in the 
next. 

Tur 


5 
12 


131 
Tax doctrine, that every man ſhall 


finally receive of God according to what 


he hath done, whether it be good or 
whether it be evil; may be undeniably 
proved from reaſon, and is expreſſly con- 
firmed by revelation. Vet, ſo manifold 
and various are the deluſions of ſin; and 
ſuch a miſt do the paſſions and appetites 
of men continually caſt before their eyes; 
that the apoſtle thought it neceſſary to 
add, with great affection and earneſtneſs, 
the caution in the text; and to repeat 
it elſewhere, frequently, upon the like 


occaſion. * Be not deceived; thus in 


his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Let 
* no man deceive himſelf: if any man 
« defile the temple of God, which temple 
« ye are; that is, if any man lives a 
vicious and debauched life; „him ſhall 


„God deſtroy.”—And again; Know 


« ye not, that the unrighteous ſhall not 


„ inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 


tc deceived ; neither fornicators, nor ido- 
« Jaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
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© nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, 
ce nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
« ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
« ſhall inherit the kingdom of God:” the 
words are remarkably plain. In like man- 
ner, in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Epheſians; 
« Ye know that no whoremonger, nor 
e unclean perſon hath any inheritance in 
ce the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. 
« Let no man deceive you with vain 
e words: for becauſe of theſe things 
e cometh the wrath of God upon the 
ce children of diſobedience.” —Again, in 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; © Take heed, 
* brethren, leſt any of you be hardened 
ee through the deceitfulneſs of ſin.” And 
St. John ſays; © Little children, let no 
« man deceive you; he that doth righ- 
= teouſnels 1 is righteous.” 


Tus repeated cautions and admoni- 
tions of the Apoſtles, were intended to 
warn us, that there are many deceitful 


conſiderations, which, without due care, 
would 
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would hide from the eyes of men the clear 
light of this plain truth, that, © What- 
« ſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
" reap. What the principal of theſe de- 
luſions are, I fhall, in ſome meaſure, 
endeayour to explain. | 


Tuar which firſt and moſt obviouſly 
offers itſelf to our conſideration, is the 
deceit men impoſe upon themſelves by a 
general careleſſneſs and inattention to 
their happineſs hereafter. They labour 
continually to gratify their appetites and 
paſſions; and conſider not that the Moſt 
High regardeth; and that, for theſe things, 
God will bring them to judgment, They 
ſee that all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation; and 
go on from generation to generation in 
one ſettled courſe, wherein it fares very 
much alike with the righteous and the 
wicked, with him that ſacrifices, and him 
that ſacrifices not: this draws them on 
careleſſly in the ways of ſin, —Becauſe 


B 3 they 
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they ſee no immediate harm attendant on 


a ſinful courſe, they conclude that none 
ever will be the conſequence : not conſi- 
dering that there is a time for all things; 
and that one day is with God as a thou- 
ſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
day,—To this deceit, which men put upon 
themſelves, is to be attributed that ſtate 
of the world which our Saviour deſcribes: 
te As in the days that were before the 
* flood, they were eating and drinking, 
ce marrying and giving in marriage, un- 
ce til the day that Noah entered into the 
« ark, and knew not until the flood came, 
ce and took them all away; fo ſhall alſo 
the coming of the ſon of man be.” 


Bxs81Des this general careleſſneſs, num- 
berieſs are the other deceits, with which 
men frequently delude themſelves. 


Some judge of God by themſelves; not 
according to the reaſon of thmgs, but 
by their own temper and diſpoſition.— 

And 
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And becauſe they are not apt to be 
diſpleaſed, unleſs with attacks directly 
| injurious to themſelves, vainly think, 
that God, who cannot be injured by the 
ſins of men, will not be ſevere in pu- 
niſhing their tranſgreſſions, —Not conſi- 
dering that he is not a party, but the 
judge and governor of the univerſe; who 
puniſhes wickedneſs, not that he himſelf 
ſuffers by it; but, as being contrary to 
the eternal laws of his righteous govern- 
ment; and to the welfare and happineſs 
of the whole creation, 


OTHeRs there are, who ſeem to con- 
tent themſelves with a looſe and general 
expectation, that they ſhall fare upon the 
whole as well as the reſt of mankind: and 
that the multitude of thoſe who live in 
the ſame ſenſual way with themſelves, 
cannot be all in a ſtate liable to God's 
diſpleaſure, They hope, therefore, that 
the irregularities of which they are guilty, 
will be put to the account of natural in- 

B 4 firmities, 
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firmities, and excuſed as the weakneſſes 
of human nature. — Theſe men deceive 
themſelves by not conſidering that the 
very end and deſign of Chriſt's religion 
was, that he might deliver us from this 
preſent evil world, And purify unto him- 
« ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
Works:“ that we might © not be con- 
© formed to this world, but transformed, 
<« by the renewing of our mind, that we 


might prove what is that good, and 


« acceptable, and perfect will of God.“ 
They conſider not, that for this very 
reaſon we are commanded not to follow 
© a multitude to do evil;” not to follow 
the cuſtomary, and perhaps, faſhionable 
vices, of a degenerate and corrupt world: 
but, on the contrary, to ſtrive to “ enter 
ein at the ſtrait gate,” and to live worthy | 
of God, who hath called us into his 
kingdom, —They conſider not, when they 
comfort themſelves in the multitude of 


tranſgreſſors, that God hath declared, that 


« though hand join in hand, the wicked 
te ſhall not be unpuniſhed.” 
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AxoTHER deluſion, by which men ſome- 
times impoſe upon themſelves, 1s, their 
obſerving the great faults, of which ſome 
very eminent perſons are in ſcripture re- 
corded to have been guilty.—But they 
conſider not the virtues and excellencies 
which the ſame perſons have diſplayed, in 
the general courſe of their lives: and above 
all, their great and exemplary repent- 
ance and amendment,—The deluſion con- 
ſiſts, in making no diſtinction between 
accidental miſcarriages, to which the beſt 
men are liable, but continue not in 
them; and the habitual ſins of thoſe who 
go on ſtill in their wickedneſs,” 


THERE are others, who © ſpeak peace” 
to themſelves, in a vicious courſe of life, 
upon the mere general notion of the 
mercy and goodneſs of God; without con- 
ſidering, in the leaſt, whether they them- 
ſelves be proper and capable objects of 
his merey and compaſſion. God will have 
mercy to the full extent of what 1s rea- 

ſonable, 


Je. 


| ſonable, juſt and fit; but no further: he 
himſelf hath told us how far his com- 
paſſion will extend, | 


GRAr, therefore, is the error by which 
all thoſe deceive themſelves, who “con- 
« tinue in ſin that the grace,” and mercy, 
and goodneſs of God may abound.” 
The danger of this folly is moſt emphati- 
cally expreſſed in Deuteronomy : if © there 
* be among you a root that beareth gall and 
* wormwood, and it come to paſs when 
* a man heareth the words of this curſe, 
* that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſay- 
ce ing, I ſhall have peace, though I walk in 
e the imagination of mine heart, to add 
« drunkenneſs to thirſt :” (that is, to add 
one fin to another, to continue in 'the 
practice of any known wickedneſs or de- 
bauchery whatever) © the Lord will not 
e ſpare him, but the anger of the Lord 
* ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, and all 
the curſes that are written in this book 
„ ſhall he upon him.” 

BuT 
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Bur the moſt frequent, and of all 
others the moſt extenſive deceits, by 
which men impoſe upon themſelves, 
are the two following. 


FIRST, it is a very common deluſion, 
for corrupt minds to be deceived by a 
careleſs interpretation 'of certain texts of 
ſcripture; wherein ſalvation may ſeem 
to be promiſed on other terms, than the 
practice of virtue and true righteouſneſs, 
—Thus; when the ſcripture declares 
that © the juſt ſhall live by faith; and 
that a man is juſtified by faith with- 
© out the deeds of the law :” they ima- 
gine; that a confident belief of that, 
which, perhaps, they do not underſtand, 
will bring them to ſalvation. Whereas, 
the texts ſpeak of that obedience, grounded 
on faith, which is the practice of virtue; 
required by the doctrine, and ſupported 
by the belief of the promiſes of the goſ- 
pel.—And this is confirmed by St. James; 
that © faith without works is dead.” 


WHEN 


p OS as *'Þ 
Warn St. Paul tells us that © Chriſt 
« is made unto us righteouſneſs, and 


« ſanctification;” they fancy that the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt himſelf ſhall be im- 


puted unto them.—Whereas, the mean- 
ing is; that the motives and aſſiſtances, 
contained in the goſpel of Chriſt, are 
ſufficient to reform mankind ; and to 
induce them to become truly virtuous 
and holy. When the ſame apoſtle aſſures 


us, that by grace we are ſaved;“ they 


are willing to ſuppoſe, that the Grace of 
God will ſave them, without their doing 
any thing to ſave themſelves.— Whereas, 
the grace there meant; is that grace of 


God, which bringeth ſalvation to all 


* men; by teaching us, that denying un- 
ce godlineſs and worldly laſts, we ſhould 
« live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 


< this preſent- world.” —And it is, there- 


fore, ſtyled grace; becauſe the benefit of 
it is graciouſly and mercifully extended to 
ſuch as have been formerly wicked, if 


they now effectually reform and amend, 
UNDER 
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7) UNDER the ſame head of deceit may 
be ranked all ſuperſtitious obſervances 
whatſoever : every thing whereby vain 
men take upon them to ſupply the want 
of true virtue and goodneſs : all charms 
and * ſorceries, as St. John calls them, 
« by which the nations are deceived :” 
ſuch as proceſſions, pilgrimages, penances, 
extreme unctions and the like. — In a 
word, every thing that one man can do 
for another: every thing that any man can 
do for himſelf, otherwiſe than by keeping 
the commandments of God, in the habit 
of a ſober, virtuous, and good life. For, 
with what deluſions ſoever, and in whatſo- 
ever various forms men impoſe upon them- 
ſelves; ſtill the apoſtle's aſſertion will for 
ever remain true, he only that doth righ- 
te teouſneſs is righteous,” and, © whatſoever 
a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” 


Tas ſecond of thoſe two great deceits, 
which I ſaid were of all others the moſt 
frequent and extenſive, is an imaginary 

| | deſign 


( 14 ] 
deſign of future repentance, —The great 
doctrine of the goſpel is, that whoſoever 


ſincerely and effectually repents, ſhall 
obtain remiſſion of his paſt ſins, by 


virtue of the redemption and interceſſion 


of Chriſt —To a world, ignorant of the 
will, and doubtful of the extent of the 
mercy of God, this doctrine was the 
glad tidings of peace and falvation: an 
encouragement to amendment and refor- 
mation: a new ground and ſupport for 
virtue: a grace, or favour of God, which 
brought ſalvation by © teaching men, 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
ce Juſts, they ſhould ” for the future © hve 
“ ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 


* preſent world,” and thereupon be accep- 
ted of God. For chriſtians, to whom 


the will of God, and the neceſſity of 
holineſs hath been clearly revealed, to 
take from hence an occaſion of flat- 
tering themſelves that they may indulge 
in debauched and unrighteous living, 
and repent when they think fit, is, in 

the 
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the apoſtle's phraſe, turning the grace 
« of God into laſciviouſneſs,” making 
« Chriſt the miniſter of ſin;” or, accor- 
ding to the text, © deceiving ” themſelves, 
by attempting to *©* mock God. — For, 
the repentance ſpoken of in the goſpel, 
is not the paſſion, but the virtue of 
repentance: it is a real change of mind, 
evincing itſelf in ſuch an amendment of 
life and manners, as 1s in ſcripture very 
properly called “the new man.” Moſt 
juſtly, therefore, do we condemn thoſe 
of the church of Rome, when they place 
1maginary penances and a repeated circle 
of confeſſions to the prieſt, in the room 
of this real change of mind and man- 
ners.— And no leſs juſtly ſhall we “ fall 
te into the ſame condemnation,” if we. 
place a repeated circle of confeſſions, to 
any being, even to God himſelf, in the 
room , of real virtue and amendment of 
life. For, let us not” deceive ourſelves ; 
« God is not mocked ; whatſoever a man 
* ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” 
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SERMON IL 
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ON THE THANKSGIVING FOR PEACE. 
MAY 5, 1763. 


Ps41Lm Cxlv. 2. 


EVERY DAY WILL I BLESS THEE, AND I WILL 
PRAISE THY NAME FOR EVER AND EVER. 


TIE particular occaſion upon 
which this pſalm was compoſed 1s not 
known: but, in general, that it was in 
celebration of ſome extraordinary bleſſing; 
ſuch as ſucceſs and victory over powerful 
enemies; or ſome other like remarkable 
interpoſition of providence; is evident 
from the whole tenor of it. —For, 
the author, beginning with high expreſ- 
ſons of joy and thankfulneſs, « I will 


C . © extol 


TE 


« extol thee, O God, my king, and 
« will bleſs thy name for ever arid ever, — 
* Every day will I bleſs thee, and I will 
« praiſe thy name for ever and ever,” 
proceeds to declare that the ground of this 
joy and thankfulneſs, was ſome mighty 
act, ſome public and eminent interpoſi- 
tion of providence in his behalf. One 
« generation,” ſays he, © ſhall praiſe thy 
Works to another, and ſhall declare thy 
e mighty acts.—I will ſpeak of the glo- 
«© rious honour of thy majeſty, and of 
* thy wondrous works.—And men ſhall 
te ſpeak of the might of thy terrible acts, 
ce and I will declare thy greatneſs.” —Then, 
he goes on, from the conſideration of paſt 
mercies, to infer the reaſonableneſs of 
men depending on the ſame providence 
for the continuation of his protection in 
time to come; if, by religious behaviour, 
they prove themſelves worthy of his care 
and favour.—“ The Lord is nigh unto 
all them that call upon him, to all 


« that call upon him in truth, —He will 
e fulfil 
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« fulfil the deſire of them that fear him: 
ehe will hear their cry, and will ſave 
* them.—The Lord preſerveth all them 
« that love hin: but all the wicked will 
e he deſtroy.” And then he concludes, in 
the laſt verſe, with expreſſions of joy 
and thankſgiving; as he began in the 
firſt.— My mouth ſhall ſpeak the praiſe 
« of the Lord: and let all fleſh bleſs his 
e holy name for ever and ever.“ 


Tux application of this diſcourſe of the 
pſalmiſt to our preſent occaſion is very ob- 
vious.— God has done for us things, no 
leſs wonderful and remarkable, than he did 
for the Jews of old: and it becomes us 
to praiſe him after the ſame pattern 
which the inſpired pſalmiſt drew up for 
their uſe: it becomes us © every day to 
« give thanks unto him, and to praiſe 
his name for ever and ever.” — There 
is ſomething remarkable in the expreſſion 
<« every day. —As if every day of our 
lives were to be a day of thankſgiving; 
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and our expreſſions of gratitude as un- 
| Interrupted as our breath. The meaning 
is, that, as we are directed by the apoſtle, 
to © pray without ceaſing ;” and by our 
Lord, to petition our heavenly father for 
te our daily bread,” in acknowledgment of 
our perpetual dependence on providence, 
for the very breath we draw, and the 
food we daily eat: ſo, we ought to be 
no leſs conſtantly and habitually thankful 
to God for the benefits we have received, 
than we are importunate in our. petitions 
to him for the things we want. In every 
thing giving thanks; or, as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it; „giving thanks always for all 
« things unto God even the father, in 
e the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


THERE are ſome things which we enjoy 
in common with all the creatures of God; 
life, breath, and the protection and pre- 
ſervation of providence.—And for theſe 
we are to join in that great and univer- 


ſal choir of all creatures in heaven and 
earth, 
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earth, which St. John ſets forth that he 
heard ſaying, ce thou art worthy, O Lord, 
te to receive glory, and honour, and pow- 
*er: for thou haſt created all things, 
e and for thy pleaſure they are, and 
ce were created. There are gifts peculiar 
to man; viz. underſtanding and know- 
ledge, reaſon and the uſe of ſpeech ; with 
other extraordinary faculties; for which 
we are to expreſs our gratitude, by em- 
ploying them in the ſervice of our maker ; 
and with our tongues to praiſe him and 
magnify him for ever, 


THeRE are bleſſings peculiar to certain 
nations ; and for theſe we are to glorify 
God, by a particular thankful acknow- 
ledgment, and by the proper uſe of ſuch 
reſpective bleſſings. 


Ir the providence of God has planted 
us in a fruitful country, and his goodneſs 


ſucceſſively crowned our years with per- 


petual increaſe; we are to expreſs our 
EY gratitude, 
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gratitude, by temperance and ſobriety, 
by charity and works of mercy to the 
poor ; by taking great care to prevent 
luxury and debauchery, pride and vanity, 
ſloth and forgetfulneſs of God ; which 
vices are too frequently the reſult of 
plenty and proſperity.— When thou 
* haſt eaten and art full,” .ſaid Moſes, 
in his laſt and wiſe exhortation to the 
Iſraelites, then thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord 
thy God, for the good land which he 
<« hath given thee.—Beware that thou 
« forget not the Lord thy God, in not 
te keeping his commandments, and his 
« judgments, and his ſtatutes, which I 
* command thee this day: leſt when thou 
« haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built 
« roodly houſes, and dwelt therein; and 
ce thy ſilver and thy gold, and all that 
« thou haſt is multiplied : then thine 
<« heart be lifted up, and thou _ 
<« the Lord thy God.” TS 

Ir 
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Ir God has vouchſafed to direct us 
by the glorious light of the goſpel, and 
the knowledge of his ſon our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; while many other nations 
are yet overſhadowed by the darkneſs of 
heatheniſm, and poſleſs not the know- 
ledge of the laws of God; the beſt, and 
moſt acceptable method of returning 
our thanks for ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing, 
is, that we endeavour to propagate the 
knowledge of Chriſt with ſimplicity to 
others; and are careful, above all things, 
to obey the truth ourſelves, in love and 
purity, 


Is God has preſerved unto us our 
lawful liberties and properties, under a 
mild and well conſtituted government; 
when almoſt all other nations upon earth 
are ſubject to arbitrary and illegal domi- 
nion: our gratitude for the continuance 
of ſuch a bleſſing, can, in no other way 
be ſo properly expreſſed, as by making 
it our chief care to uſe that liberty, 
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which we ſo juſtly boaſt of, and which 


we have thought worth defending, almoſt 
with infinite blood and treaſure, ſo as 
not to abuſe it to licentiouſneſs: to uſe 
our liberty, ſo as not to run into the 
contrary extreme of lawleſſneſs and con- 
fuſion: to uſe it, ſo as not to break 
through the obligations of regular go- 
vernment and legal reſtraint. 


Ir God has crowned all other bleſ- 
ſings, with that which is the ſecurity 
and preſervation of them, — a ſafe and 
honorable peace; after a ſeries of ſuc- 
ceſs; and victories, beyond example, nu- 
merous, great, and complete: *© what 
« ſhall we render unto the Lord, for ” 
theſe © his benefits ?. The anſwer to 
this queſtion is of great importance; and 
the ſerious conſideration of it, is that, 


without which, our religious aſſemblies 


would be but mere hypocriſy; and our 
prayers, no better than mockery of 
_ JE 
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Ir we will, therefore, make worthy 
returns to him, for theſe his benefits: 
in giving us a peace, which, not only 
ſecures to us our ancient rights; but, 
adds alſo, the acquiſitions of extended 
commerce, aud enlarged dominions to 
this realm: we muſt, in the firſt place, 
be careful to impreſs ourſelves with a 
due ſenſe of the beneficent being, from 
whoſe almighty power theſe bleſſings are 
deri ved. We muſt be fully perſuaded, 
that it is God, who ſubdueth our enemies 
under us,; and that all our ſucceſs is 
to be attributed to the protection of his 
„ mighty hand.“ — That it is “he that 
te breaketh the bow, and knappeth the 
« ſpear in ſunder, and burneth the cha- 


« riots in the fire, making wars to ceaſe 
« in all the world.” 


Bur, it is not enough that we are 
convinced, that it is the hand of God 
which bringeth about all great events: 
we muſt, moreover, ſo conſider and me- 

ditate 
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ditate upon it, in a practical manner, as 
to be truly thankful to him for the advan- 
tages we reap thereby. — The Jews, in the 


time of Moſes, knew very well by whoſe 


power it was that they were © made to 
« ride on the high places of the earth, 
e and to ſuck honey out of the rock, 
« and oil out of the flinty rock :”—by 
whoſe power it was, that they were © led 
« in the wilderneſs like ſheep: under 


„the ſhadow. of” whoſe „ wing” they 


were, when no man was ſuffered to 
do them wrong; and, by whom, 
even kings were reproved for their 
« ſake.” —Yet, even of theſe very per- 


ſons, who knew all theſe things ſo per- 


fectly, and had ſeen them with their 
own eyes, did that holy man complain, 
that, Jeſhurun waxed fat and kicked ;” 
that © he forſook the God, who made him, 
and lightly eſteemed the rock of his ſal- 
cc vation. How well ſoever, therefore, we 
apprehend that God is the diſpoſer of the 
events of all human affairs; what are we 

the 
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the better, unleſs our hearts are filled 
with gratitude, our . mouths with praiſes, 
ang, our lives influenced by acts of obe- 
diente, for all the great things which 
he hath done for us ?.—This is the only 
return that frail and dependent creatures 
are capable of making to the ſupreme 
lord and governor of all things: for be 
derives no advantage from our goodneſs, 
nor, can man be profitable to God,” 
But thankful and obedient we may be, and 
moſt inexcuſable and baſe 1s our ingrati- 
tude, if his mercies do not ſo affect us. 


THAT our gratitude may become truly 
acceptable, it muſt be acompanied with ſuch 
circumſtances, and followed with ſuch be- 
haviour, as may ſhew the words of our 
mouthsto be real expreſſions of thethoughts 
of our hearts, and that our praiſes proceed 
e not out of feigned lips. Our joy muſt 
expreſs itſelf, not in rioting and drunk- 
enneſs, not in licentiouſneſs and debau- 
chery ; but in praiſes and thankſgivings, 
accom - 


N 
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accompanied with ſobriety and purity, 
with modeſty and humility; ſuch as be- 
come thoſe who wiſh to honour God 
with ſincere devotion in the practice of 
that religion, the preſervation of which, 
from being over- run with the tyranny and 
ſuperſtition of popery (which might have 
been the caſe, had 1t pleaſed God to per- 
mit our enemies to have been as ſucceſſ- 
ful againſt us, as we have been victo- 
rious over them) and that providence hath 
thus preſerved us, is a principal ground 
of rejoicing. 


Ir becomes us, as chriſtians, to rejoice 
not in revenge and bloodſhed, not in the 
miſery and deſtruction even of our ene- 
mies themſelves.—It becomes us to rejoice 
not upon the increaſe of our. power for 
dominion's ſake; not ſo much upon the 
enlarging our territories and aggrandizing 


the honour of our arms, as upon being 


enabled to preſerve our juſt rights and 
properties, and the freedom of religion. 
LET 
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Lr us, then, expreſs our thankſgiving 
for peace, by approving ourſelves the 
children of peace.— By laying aſide all 
thoſe unchriſtian diviſions and animoſities 
among ourſelves, which are kept up by 
mutual revilings and accuſations ; full, as 
we may reafonably hope, of more un- 
charitableneſs than truth: the means of 
cauſing all which to be forgotten are, 
firſt to unite in heartily purſuing the 
things wherein we all agree; and then 
to wait with charity in thoſe wherein 
we differ; until, even in theſe alſo, God 
ſhall reveal the truth unto us.—Let us 
conſider, that force and violence, with- 
out regard to right and equity, are the 
means by which our adverſaries propagate 
their power: and, if we exerciſe theſe 
amongſt and againſt ourſelves, we ſhall 
be doing that for our enemies which they 
could not accompliſh ; namely, conquer 
us.—For, I truſt, that if ever this nation 
be conquered, it will not be by a fo- 
reign power; but by raiſing diviſions | 

and 
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and conteſts among ourſelves; contrary 
to the doctine of our holy religion; 
which teaches us, as to deſire public, ſo 
to maintain (as far as poſſible) private 
peace, -by mutual love, charity, and 
good-will; as becomes thoſe who profeſs 
the goſpel of Chriſt —Our luſts and fol- 
lies, our debauchery and profaneneſs, our 
unreaſonable and unchriſtian diviſions 
among ourſelves are worſe and more 
dangerous than thoſe enemies we have 
conquered abroad. Let us but undertake 
the noble and neceſſary work to over- 
come and utterly ſubdue theſe alſo, and 
we ſhall enjoy peace indeed, —Which 
that we all may do, God, of his infi- 
mite mercy grant, through the merits 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 


SERMON 


SERMON III. 


ON THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 


(GOOD FRIDAY.) 


——— — — — — — 
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HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE 
WAS BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES; THE CHAS= _ 
TISEMENT OF OUR PEACE WAS UPON HIM, AND 

WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED, 


THAT the promiſed Meſſiah 
was to ſuffer, is unqueſtionable to all 
_ Chriſtians; becauſe our Saviour con- 
ſtantly inſtructed the apoſtles in this 
truth ; both before his death, that they 
might expect it; and after, that they 
might be confirmed by it.— And this fifty- 
third chapter of Iſaiah is, beyond all 
queſtion, a ſad, but clear deſcription of a 
ſuffering perſon ; and that could be none 

| - other 
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other than the Meſſiah. For ſurely no 
man's ſoul could be made an offering 
for our ſins, but that of our Saviour.— 
Nor hath God laid on any man *« the 
« iniquity of us all,” but on our re- 
deemer. Upon no perſon but the Meſſiah, 
could * the chaſtiſement of our peace 
be. Nor with any ſtripes could we be 
healed, but his.—And St. Paul hath 
taught throughout the world, - that 
« Chriſt muſt needs have” ſuffered.” 


As we believe Chriſt to be the ſon 
of God, © the expreſs image of his fa- 
ther, —< light of light; very God of very 
God; —and, conſequently, as God, in- 
capable of ſuffering: ſo alſo we believe 
the ſon of God took upon him the na- 
ture of man; i. e. a reaſonable ſoul, 
together with a true and real body; ſo 
as to become “ fleſh of our fleſh, and | 
te bone of our bone:” and in this nature 


alone he is capable of ſuffering. —For 
this body of Chriſt, being really and 
truly 
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truly human, was ſubject to the ſame 
appetites, properties, and infirmities as 
frail and mortal bodies; ſuch as be- 
ing ſenſible of wearineſs, hunger, and 
thirſt —Nor was it liable to inward 
weakneſſes, and natural infirmities only; 
but alſo to outward injuries and violence : 
for no parts of his ſacred body were 
injured, but he was ſenſible of the pain, 
—Deep was the ſenſe, and grievous was 
the pain, when * the ploughers ploughed 
* on his back, and made long furrows.” 
The ſpear that pierced his ſide cauſed 
no painful anguiſh, becauſe the body 
was then dead, But the nails which 
« pierced ” his © hands and” his “ feet,” 
made another kind of impreſſion, while 
it was yet alive; conſtraining him, in 
his anguiſh, to cry out“ my God, my 
* God, why haſt thou forſaken me?” 
and, at laſt, by the violence of torture, 
to cauſe ſeparation of ſoul and body.— 
Thus did the body of the ſon of man 
truly ſuffer the bittereſt pains, 
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AND, as Chriſt took upon him both 
parts of the nature of man; ſo, he 
ſuffered in them both, that he might 
become a Saviour of the whole. —In 
that ſenſe which the ſoul is capable of 
ſuffering, in that he ſuffered, The 
apprehenſion of future evil filled his 
ſoul with fear: the apprehenſion of evil 
_ preſent tormented the ſame, with ſad- 
neſs, ſorrow, and anguiſh; ſo that, he 
was truly repreſented to us by the pro- 
phet, as a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
« quainted with grief.” And how he 
felt this grief, is fully expreſſed, in his 
ſaying unto his diſciples, © my ſoul is 
« exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death.” 
We ought not, therefore, to queſtion 
whether our Saviour ſuffered or not : but 
rather endeavour to reach the knowledge, 
how far, and in what degree he ſuffered; 
which, though we can never fully com- 
prehend; yet we may be certain, that 
the grief and ſorrow that he felt, the 
anguiſh and ſufferings he underwent, 

were 


1 


were incomparably beyond all ſorrows 
of which any perſon here can be ſen- 
ſible or capable. 


Tux evangeliſts have in ſuch language 
expreſſed his agony, as cannot but raiſe 
in us the higheſt admiration at the bit- 
terneſs of his paſſion.— He began to 
be ſorrowful,” ſays St. Matthew: © he 
e began to be ſore amazed,” ſays St. 
Mark: and © to be very heavy,” ſay 
both.—Yet theſe words, in our tranſla- 
tion, fall ſhort of the original ; which 
renders him ſuddenly poſſeſſed with fear, 
horror, and amazement ; encompaſſed 
with grief, and overwhelmed with ſor- 
row; tormented with anxiety and diſ- 
quietude of mind. | 


Tuts he firſt expreſſed to his diſciples, 
ſaying, © my ſoul is exceeding ſorrow- 
« ful;” and, leſt they ſhould not fully 
apprehend the exceſs, added, even unto 
* death.” As if * the pangs of death,” 
D 2 as 
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as the pſalmiſt ſays, had already en- 
* compaſled him, and the pains of hell 
« got hold upon him.” —He went “but 
*a little further,” before he expreſled 
the ſame to his Father; © falling on his 
face, and praying, even with ſtrong 
crying and tears, unto him that was 
able to ſave him from death. — Nor 
were his cries the only evidence of his 
inward ſufferings; for every pore of his 
body helped to pour forth and expreſs 
the bitter anguiſh of his ſoul; while 
he prayed more earneſtly, his . ſweat 
e was, as it were, great drops of blood 
«falling down to the ground :”—as the 
pſalmiſt had before declared, I am 
* poured out like water, and all my 
bones are out of joint: my heart is 
like wax, it is melted in the midſt of my 
* bowels.” — The heart of our Saviour 
was, as it were, melted with fear and 
aſtoniſhment : and all the parts of his 
body, at the ſame time, enflamed with 
anguiſh and agony. 
| my As 
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As his grief was great, ſo the occaſion 
of it will manifeſt the height and bit- 
terneſs thereof; for, © he was wounded 
ce for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
« for our iniquities, and “ God laid on” 
his own Son „ the iniquity of ws all” — 
If we conſider the perfection of his know- . 
ledge; that he underſtood all the fins of 
men for which he ſuffered ; all the guilt 
and heinouſneſs of thoſe ſins, and their 
offence againſt God: if we conſider his 
ardent love and zeal, for the glory, ho- 
nour, and majeſty of God, which was 
ſo greatly violated by thoſe ſins : then, 
if we conſider the love he bore to the 
ſons of men; far greater than they had 
for themſelves; as he knew thoſe ſins 
were ſufficient to bring them to eternal 
deſtruction ; and, at the ſame time, re- 
flect how much his pure and ſpotleſs ſoul 
loathed and abhorred all the pollutions of 
ſin :—if we conſider theſe circumſtances, 
we cannot wonder at that grief and 
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ſorrow which he expreſſed. —Por, if the 
true contrition of one ſingle ſinner can- 
not be performed without great remorſe; 
what bounds can we ſet to that anguiſh 
which proceeds from a full apprehenſion 
of all the tranſgreſſions of many mil- 
lions of ſinners ? | 


ADD, to all this, the immediate hand 
of God prefling upon him this load, — 
the fins of all mankind, —Thus we may 
te behold, and ſee, if ever © any ſorrow” 
was © like unto” that © ſorrow - where- 
« with the Lord afflicted” him, © in the 
te day of his fierce anger.“ 


Tuus have I endeavoured to ſhew you 
what the -Mediator between God and 
man ſuffered; who, though he was the | 
Son of God, muſt neceſſarily be as truly 
man as we are men; ſince, when he 
travelled, he was thirſty and weary, as 
we are; who, being grieved, wept ; be- 

ing 
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ing in agony, © ſweat drops of blood ;” 
being ſcourged, felt pam; and, being 
crucified, died. 


I ſhall now conſider, that it was ne- 
ceſſary Chriſt ſhould die, that “by his 
7 ſtripes we might be healed.” 


His death was neceſlary, to confirm every 
part of his office, as Mediator between 
God and man, It was neceſſary, as to 
the prophetical office, that Chriſt ſhould 
die, to the end that the truth of all the 
doctrine which he delivered might be 
confirmed by his death.--He was the 
true and faithful witneſs, „who, before 
<«« Pontius Pilate,” bore teſtimony to © a 
* good confeſſion.” He preached unto 
us a new and „ better covenant,” that 
was to be ratified by his blood ; -which 
1s, therefore, called by Chriſt himſelf, 
ce the blood of the new Teſtament,” or, 
everlaſting covenant ; for that covenant 
was alſo a teſtament; and ©« where a 
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te teſtament is, there muſt of neceſſity 
te be the death of the teſtator.”—Belides, 
Chriſt, as a prophet, taught us, not only 
by word, but by example: and, though 
every action of his life was moſt wor- 
thy of our imitation ; yet, by this one 
example of his death, we are taught 
much variety of chriſtian virtues, What 
example was that of faith in God to 
« lay down his life, that he might take 
it up again;” and, in the bitterneſs 
of his torments, to commend his ſpirit 
into the hands of his Father; and, “for 
e the joy that was ſet before him, to en- 
« dure the croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame ?” 
What a pattern of meekneſs, patience, 
and humility, for the ſon of man to 
© come, not to be miniſtered unto, but, 
to miniſter ; and to give his life a ran- 
« ſom for many :—to be led like a ſheep 
« to the ſlaughter; and, like a lamb, 
e dumb before the ſhearer, to open not 
his mouth: - to endure the contra- 


diction of ſinners againſt himſelf; and, 
to 
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to “ humble himſelf unto death, even to 
« the death of the croſs?” What an 
example of charity, to die for us, while 
we were ſinners and enemies; when, 
ce greater love hath no man than this, 
*to lay down his life for his friends ;” 
to pray upon the croſs for them that 
barbarouſly uſed him, and crucified him, 
te Father, forgive them, for they know 
* not what they do?” — Thus, © did 
« Chriſt ſuffer for us, leaving us an 
« example that we ſhould follow his 
* ſteps ;”—that, as * he ſuffered for us 
“in the fleſh,” ſo © ſhould we crucify 
* the luſts of the fleſh ;—for he that 
% hath ſuffered in the fleſh hath ceaſed 
« from ſin, that he no longer ſhould 
« live the reſt of his time in the fleſh, 
« to/ the luſts of men, but to the will of 
* God.” And thus his death was neceſ- 
ſary to confirm his prophetical office. 


Ir was alſo neceſſary that Chriſt 


ſhould die, to perform his prieſtly 
office, — 
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office. — For, every high-prieſt, taken 
« from a among men, is ordained for men, 
© in things pertaining to God, that he 
ce may offer both gifts and ſacrifices for 
« fins.” —But Chriſt had no other ſacri- 
fice to offer for our ſins than himſelf. 
—*< It was not poſſible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats ſhould take away 
& ſins :—wherefore, when he cometh into 
ce the world, he faith, ſacrifice and of- 
« fering thou wouldeſt not, but a body 
„ haſt thou prepared me: in burnt of- 
« ferings and ſacrifices for ſin, thou haſt 
ce had no pleaſure: then ſaid he, lo, I 
© come to do thy will O God;” then 
did Chriſt determine to offer himſelf up 
for us :—and, becauſe the ſacrifices of 
old were to be ſlain; and, „ without 
* ſhedding of blood,” there © is no re- 
ce miſſion ;” therefore, if he will offer 
ſacrifice for fin, he muſt of neceſſity 
die, and ſo © make his foul an offering 
« for ſin.” —If * Chriſt” be © our paſſo- 
ver, he muſt be “ ſacrificed for us,” 

—We 
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We were ſold under ſin, and he who 
will redeem us, muſt give his life for 
our redemption: for, we could not be 
redeemed with corruptible things, but 
only with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
as „ a lamb without blemiſh, and with- 
out ſpot.” We had all ſinned, and fo 
offended the juſtice of God; and, by an 
act of that juſtice, the ſentence of death 
paſſed upon us: therefore, as Chriſt 
became our ſurety, and undertook our 
debt for us, he muſt die to ſatisfy the 
juſtice of God, which had inflited the 
penalty of death on our tranſgreſſions: 
and ſo St. Paul ſaith, „when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled unto 
“God by the death of his ſon.” —Thus 
the death of Chriſt was neceſſary towards 
his great act of prieſthood, as the © ob- 
lation,“ propitiation, © and ſatisfaction 
© for the ſins of the whole world.“ 


And the ſame apoſtle likewiſe affures 
us of its efficacy to take away fin; 
« for 
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« for, if the blood of bulls and of goats 
&« ſanctifieth, to the purifying of the 
« fleſh; how much more ſhall the 
« blood of Chriſt, who, through the 
« eternal ſpirit offered himſelf, without 
« ſpot, to Gbd,- purge our conſciences 
« from dead works,” | 


NEITHER was the death of Chriſt ne- 
ceſſary only with regard to us; but alſo, 
with regard to the qualification of him- 
ſelf, and conſummation of his office. 
For, © in all things it behoved him to 
ce be made like unto his brethren ; that 
te he might be a merciful and faithful 
e high-prieſt,” and having “ ſuffered, 
being tempted, might be able to ſuc- 
e cour them that are tempted.” So that 
having undergone all ſufferings, even 
the pains of death; he, as a prieſt by 
experience, is moſt ſenſible of our in- 
firmities, moſt compaſſionate of our 
miſeries, moſt willing and ready to ſup- 


port 
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port us under, and to deliver us out 
of temptations. 


Tuus being qualified by his extreme 
ſuffering, he was alſo fitted to perfect 
his offerin g.—For as „ the high prieſt 
© once every year,” for the atonement 
of the ſins of the people, © entered into” 
the Holy of Holies, © not without 
« blood;” ſo © Chriſt being come an 
e high-prieſt of good things to come, 
« by a greater and more perfect taber- 
% nacle, not made with hands, by his 
«own blood entered at once into the 
« holy place, having obtained eternal 
ce redemption for us.“ And thus his 
death was neceſſary to complete his 
prieſtly office. 


His death was alſo neceſſary to eſ- 
tabliſh his regal power and dominion 
over all.— For, by it, having ſpoiled 
te principalities and powers,” he made a 
ſew openly of „ triumphing over 

them 


„ 


them in it; and, through death, de- 
ſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is Satan.—“ He humbled himſelf, 
e and became obedient unto death, even 
< the death of the croſs: wherefore God 
* alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
e given him a name which is above 
« every name: for to this end Chriſt 
* both died and roſe again, that he 
« might be Lord of the dead and 
living.“ | 


Tuus, by the death of Chriſt was 
our redemption wrought ; the price was 
paid, the atonement made, and ſatiſ- 
faction given; that God might be re- 
conciled to us, who before was offended 
with us: by his blood was the covenant 
of peace ſealed, and full power obtained 
to make it good unto us. : 


LET, then, the ignominy, puniſh- 
ment, and ſervile death which our ſa- 
viour condeſcended to undergo, that he 


might 
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might redeem us who were ſlaves and 
in bondage under fin, for © he made 
_ « himſelf of no reputation, and took 
% upon him the form of a ſervant ;” 
let this, I ſay, teach us the glorious 
doctrine of humility and patience under 
the ſevereſt afflictions that can happen 
to us in this world; and encourage us 
to imitate him who „ endured the croſs, 
« deſpiſing the ſhame;” and withal de- 
ter us from the practice of all fin and 
wickedneſs, leſt we ſhould “ crucify unto 
„ ourſelves the ſon of God afreſh, and 
« put him to an open ſhame.” For we 
are to be © planted in the likeneſs of 
te his death,” and that we may be ſo, we 
muſt cauſe it to appear in our lives and 
converſation, that our old man was 
te crucified with him that the body of 
« ſin might be deſtroyed.” — We know 
that they which are Chriſt's have cru- 
« cified the fleſh with the affections and 
« luſts;” and they which have not are 


none of his We muſt „ not glory, 
ce ſave 
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te ſave in the crois of our Lord Jeſus | 
« Chriſt:” nor can we properly glory 
in that, except by it the world be 
« crucified unto us, and we unto the 
ce world; that henceforth we ſhould ſerve 
« the living God, in righteouſneſs and 
„ holineſs all the days of our lives.” 


SERMON 


SERMON 


"IVC" 
„ 
ON THE RESURRECTION: OF // THE 
BODY.—THE CREDIBILITY THERE- 
. OF; WHY THOUGHT INCREDIBLE ; 


AND ON THE CERTAINTY, MAN- 
NER, AND EFFECTS THEREOF. 


10 — - . * 9 
— - : 4 e 
. _ 


AcTS xxvi. 8. 


wur SHOULD IT BE THOUGHT A THING, in- 
CREDIBLE WITH YOU, THAT GOD SHOULD 
- RAISE THE DEAD? 


TR E belief of the reſurrection 
of the dead is a fundamental article of 
the chriſtian religion. —A truth, indeed, 
which in great meaſure. (if not wholly) 
tay concealed from mankind, before Chriſt 
came from heaven to declare it.—Yet, 
ice it is clearly delivered in the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, together with other truths 
that evince the reaſonableneſs thereof; 


E there 
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there now remains no cauſe to thoſe 
who believe in this revelation, © why 
te jt ſhould be thought a thing incredible 
« with you, that God ſhould raiſe the 
« dead.” —However, the further to con- 
firm you in this belief, I ſhall endeavour 


to ſhew \ 


iſt, The credibility of the reſurrection 
of the body. 


2ndly, Why it ſeems incredible. 


zrdly, The certainty of it. —To which 
I ſhall add ſomething, concerning the 
manner and effects of it. 


FixsT, Of the credibility of the reſur- 
rection of the body.—By the reſurrection, 
I mean reſtoring the ſame ſoul to the 
ſame body; and re-uniting them both, 
after they have undergone ſeparation.— 
That this is poſſible, we may conclude 
from the reſurrection of Chriſt himſelf; 

who, 


SS 


who, after he was truly dead, and had 
lain three days in the grave, came to 
| life again; and converſed with his diſ- 
ciples, in the ſame body in which he 
before had ſuffered and died. To which 
if we add, that Chriſt died and roſe 
again“ as our head and repreſentative, 
we may caſily conclude the poſſibility of 
the thing; and likewiſe, that his reſur- 
rection was a ſure and certain pledge of 
ours.—For, that he hath power to raiſe 
the dead, is evident, by his raiſing ham- 
ſelf: and, if his death and reſurrection 
were in our ftead, and as our ſurety; 
then, certainly, he that raiſed himſelf is 
able likewiſe to quicken our mortal bo- 
dies, So the apoſtle ſtrongly argues ; 
« if the ſpirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus 
from the dead, dwell in you; he that 
« raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall 
© alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his 
« ſpirit that dwelleth in you.” Hence 
he is ſtyled © the firſt born from the 
e dead,” and * the firſt fruits of them 
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« that ſlept.” By this he hath made deatlt 
no other than a ſleep, and the grave only 
the dormitory of our bodies; where, 
when we die, we lie down to take our 
reſt, a morning awaiting us far more glo- 
rious than the ſun that now rouſes us from 
our pillows. Chriſt, being riſen as the 
earneſt and firſt fruits from the grave, 
aſſures us that © the dead in Chriſt” ſhall 
awake and riſe after him: © for, if we 
ee believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
<« even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
« will God bring with him.”——And, 
therefore, the apoſtle aſks the queſtion, 
e if Chriſt be preached that he roſe from 
* the dead, how ſay ſome among you, 
ce that there is no reſurrection of the 
dead? —As if it were abſurd to doubt 
after ſo full a proof of Chriſt's reſur- 
rection. Beſides, our Saviour's raiſing 
ſeveral from the dead in the view of 
many people; and the bodies of ſeveral 
that ſlept ariſing out of their graves at 
his crucifixion ; are plain demonſtrations 


of 
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of the poſſibility of the thing.——This 
leads me to enquire 


SECONDLY, © Why it ſhould be thought 
te 4 thing incredible, that God ſhould raiſe 
te the dead?“ Which queſtion plainly ſup- 
poles that there were ſome who thought 
this an incredible matter: and indeed the 
number of theſe was not, and ſtill is not 
ſmall.—For, when St. Paul preached this 
doctrine at Athens, we read that cer- 
e tain philoſophers encountered him, ſay- 
* ing, what will this babbler ſay? other 
« ſome, he ſeemeth to be a ſetter forth 
ce of ſtrange Gods, becauſe he preached 
te unto them Jeſus and the reſurrection. 
« And when they heard of the reſurrection 
ce of the dead, ſome mocked : and others 
« ſaid, we will hear thee again of this 
« matter.” The Sadducees, indeed, of old 
poſitively denied a reſurrection. But, 
what. is the cauſe that has rendered this 
doctine ſo incredible, after ſo clear an 
inſtance in its favour, by the reſurrection 
E 3 of 


„ I 
of our Saviour? The vain conceits of 
men, and their preſumption in meaſuring 
the power of God by their own weak- 
neſs.-For, ſome tell us the reſurrection 


of Chriſt was not ſo difficult becauſe his 


body never corrupted, lay in the ſepul- 
chre a ſhort time only, and as the parts 
of it ſtill kept together, it might be 
more eaſily ſuppoſed to revive z whereas 
ours at their diſſolution crumble to duſt, 
and are afterwards ſo ſcattered and con- 
founded with other duſt, that it is not 
to be conceived how they ſhould come 


together and unite again.—But is this too 


difficult or impoſſible to infinite power? 
The ſeveral parts of our bodies, though 


diſperſed and mingled with other duſt, 


are ſtill in exiſtence; and, is it any dif- 
ficulty to infinite knowledge to diſcover 
where they are, or to infinite power to 
call them together again? It certainly 
is not more difficult to bring the ſeveral 
parts of created matter together again 


than it was at firſt to create them. To 


any 
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any thing leſs than omnipotence this is 
indeed impoſſible: but an all-ſceing eye, 
and an almighty hand, can eaſily diſ- 
cover, and readily bring together, the 
ſeveral parts however ſeparated. — And, 
therefore, our Saviour told the Sadducees 
that they greatly erred in their arguments 
in ſupport of their opinions againſt the 
reſurrection, *# not knowing the ſcrip- 


© tures, nor the power of God. 


The very ſame body ſhall ariſe at the 
laft day, however its ſeveral parts may 
be ſcattered and diſperſed ; this 1s evident 
from the confequence of the reſurrection; 
* for we muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment · ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may 
e receive the things done in his body, ac- 
* cording to that he hath done, whether 
© it be good or bad.” That which ſhall 
then be received is either reward or 
puniſhment: reward for the good, and 
puniſhment for the evil done in the 
body: that which fhall receive reward 
and be liable to puniſhment is not only 
E 4 the 
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the ſoul but the body alſo; and it is 
inconſiſtent with juſtice, that he who 
ſinned in one body ſhould be puniſhed 
in another; or that he who pleaſed God 
in his own fleſh ſhould ſee God with 
other eyes : therefore, the ſame body 
which did the good or evil, ſhall be 
raiſed up at the laſt day, to receive re- 
ward or puniſhment, for the things that 


were- done in it. 
| 


Bor this more properly. belongs to my 
third head, in which I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew the certainty of the reſurrection, 


Now, this certainty is chiefly founded 
on divine revelation ; ſupported, how- 
ever, by many arguments from reaſon. 
This truth is abundantly confirmed by 
divine authority, both in the old and 
new Teſtament.—In the old, Job declares 
his aſſurance of a reſurrection, in this 
ſublime paſſage; I know that my Re- 
e deemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand 

cc at 
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« at the latter day upon the earth: and 
e though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this 
body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God: 
« whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
ce eyes ſhall behold, and not another.”— 
In-the new Teſtament, we find our Sa- 
viour declaring himſelf to be © the re- 
e ſurrection and the life;” and, that 
« he that believeth in him, though he 
te were dead, yet ſhall he live:“ that 
* the hour is coming, in the which all 
« that are in the graves ſhall hear his 
voice, and ſhall come forth, they that 
« have done good, unto the reſurrection 
« of life; and they that have done evil, 
« unto the reſurrection of damnation.” 


Bur, beſides the ample teſtimony of 
ſcripture, reaſon itſelf may teach us this 
truth.—For, ſince the rewards of virtue, 
and the puniſhment of vice, are not diſ- 
tributed in this life, where good men 
are frequently afflicted, and © the un- 
« godly flouriſh like a green bay-tree ;” 

it 
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it follows, that there muſt be another 
life, in which theſe things will be ſet 
right, and juſtice done to both. 


Havins ſeen the certainty, let us ob- 
ſerve the manner, of the reſurrection.— 
This, we are told, will be effected wholly 
by the power of God, and the influence 
of his holy ſpirit; for nothing leſs than 
omnipotent divinity is equal to this work, 
and that is abundantly able to effect 
it.— The apoſtle, therefore, would have 
none © think it incredible, that God 
« ſhould raiſe the dead;” for, he that 
gave exiſtence, can eaſily reſtore 'it ; he 
that breathed life into all things, can 
eaſily inſpire our ſcattered duſt; and 
<« the ſpirit that raiſed up Chriſt from 
e the dead,” can © alſo quicken our mor- 
* tal bodies.” — Our bodies, being made 
the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, become 
the ſeat of God, and the reſidence of a 
divine ſpirit ; and, therefore, though they 
be deſtroyed awhile, will in a little time 
be raiſed and rebuilt again, 


Bur 
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Bur what will be the effect and iſſue 
of the reſurrection ? The apoſtle tells us 
that © Chrift will change our vile bodies, 
* that they may be faſhioned like unto 
* his glorious body, according to the 
„working whereby he is able to ſubdue 
« all things unto himſelf.” —Meaning, 
that our bodies ſhall undergo a moſt 
bleſſed change; and, from being frail 
and imperfect, become like the glorified 
body of Chriſt. St. Paul hath given us 
ſome particulars concerning this happy 
change; he ſays that our bodies, which, 
by death, are ſown in corruption,” 
ſhall be * raifed in incorruption; and, 
ce this mortal muſt put on immortality.” 
That is, though our bodies here conſiſt 
of jarring and contrary qualities, which 
naturally draw on death and deſolation ; 
and, after that, contain nothing but the 
ſeeds and principles of corruption ; yet, 
they ſhall be raiſed to an immortal ſtate, 
in which all corruptible principles ſhall 
be done away, and they ſhall ſuffer, grieve, 

and 
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and die no more. Again; the body that 
is, by death, « ſown in diſhonour,” ſhall 
be © raifed in glory :” i. e. though it be 
put in the grave as vile and abject ; yet, 
at the reſurrection, it ſhall come forth 
a glorious body, and appear in a bright, 
beautiful, and ſplendid form: for ſo we 
read, the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as 
<« the ſun in the kingdom of the Father.” 
Moreover ; the body that © is ſown in 
« weakneſs,” ſhall be © raiſed in power :” 
meaning, that although we are here ſub- 
jet to many ſickneſſes and infirmities, 
our conſtitutions being ſo frail and crazy 
that the moſt trifling annoyance is fre- 
quently apt materially to affect us; we 
ſhall hereafter be raiſed free from theſe 
infirmities, and no injury ſhall reach us 
more.—Once more :—what is ſown a 
<« natural, ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual body:” 
by which we are to underſtand, not that 
our bodies ſhall be diveſted of all mat- 
ter and changed into ſpirits; but, that 
they thall in a great meaſure be freed 
from 
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from the burdenſome clog and dulneſs 
of matter: — that is, they ſhall be above 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, not ſubject to 
decay, and acting for ever without wea- 
rineſs—In a word, the body ſhall be 


perfectly releaſed from all pain and paſ- 


ſions, and continue in perfect ſtrength 
and vigour for ever, 


Now, the belief of ſuch a reſurrection 
ſhould teach us to live in continual 
expectation and preparation for it, by 
avoiding all the pollutions of ſin, and 
preſerving purity both in body and mind; 
for he © that hath this hope” muſt en- 
deavour to © purify himſelf, even as God 
te jg pure.” The belief of the reſurrection 
may ſerve to arm us againſt fickneſs and 


the fear of death; for, though our bo- 


dies are here beſet © with divers diſeaſes 
e and ſundry kinds of death,” it will not 
be long ere they are placed out of the 
reach, and advanced above the aſſaults 
of 
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of both : „we know” (faith the apoſtle) 
« that when the earthly houſe of this 
ce tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, we have 
%a building of God, a houſe not made 
« with hands, eternal in the heavens,” — 
For this reaſon, the great apoſtle, ſo far 
from fearing the diſſolution of his earth- 
ly frame, even longed to be diveſted of 
this mortal body, that he might put on 
glory and incorru * 


As the belief of a reſurrection is a 
ſtrong guard againſt the fear of our 
own mortality, ſo it is a conſolatory 
friend on the death of thoſe for whom 
we entertain ſentiments of regard and 
_ tenderneſs; knowing, that their bodies 
do not periſh, but only ſleep, in the 
duſt; and that they ſhall ſhortly awake 
much more perfect and glorious than 
they were; therefore the apoſtle © would 
* not have us ignorant concerning them 
_ «which are aſleep, nor forrow for them, 
ce ag 
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* as thoſe that have no hope; for if we 
i believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
ec even fo them alſo that fleep in Jeſus, 
* will God bring with him.” 


LASTLY, the belief of a reſurrection 
ought to have a neceſſary influence on 
this life, by way of preparation for the 
next, —For, how can any man delibe- 
rately commit fin when he knows that 
he muſt riſe and © ſtand before the judg- 
cc ment-ſeat,” and give an account, and for 
ever ſuffer the puniſhment due to it. — 
St. Paul, who delivered the doctrine, 
hath alſo taught us by his own ex- 
ample what work 1s expected to be 
wrought upon our ſouls by it; I © have 
„hope“ (faith he) towards God, that 
there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
« dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt ; 
«and herein do I exerciſe myſelf to 
© have a conſcience void of offence to- 


„ wards God and towards man:“ that 


we 
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we may all be able to join the apoſtle 
in this comfortable expreſſion, God, of 
his infinite mercy, grant, through _ 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON V. 


NATHAN's REPROOF OF DAVID, WITH 
SOME REFLECTIONS THEREON. 


— — —  — — 


2 SAMUEL xii. 7. 
THOU ART THE MAN. 


TRE train of fins which gave 
occaſion to this reproof, the nature of 
the reproof itſelf, and the effect which it 

wrought upon the perſon to whom it 
was addreſſed, are as remarkable as any 
part of the holy ſcripture, and highly 
deſerve our ſerious conſideration. 


So prone is even the juſt man to 
forſake the paths of righteouſneſs, that 
David, an eminent and diſtinguiſhed 

P example 
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example of piety, fell into the moſt 
ſhameful train of iniquity, and continued 
under the guilt of the heinous. ſins of 
adultery and murder ; ſo that he ſeemed 
(as we, might juſtly fear) ripe for de- 
ſtruction, —But the mercy of God looked 
down upon him, and © plucked” him “ as 
« a firebrand out of the” fire. 


NATHAN, the meſſenger of the Moſt 
High, was ſent to repreſent his caſe, and 
to deſcribe the meaſure of his guilt. — 
Purſuant to this important commiſſion, 
he ſet before the royal ſinner the bar- 
barous oppreſſion of a great and rich 
man, and an inhuman injury done by 
him to his poor helpleſs neighbour. 
And, when David heard the ſurpriſing 
ſtory, his indignation immediately aroſe, 
and he expreſſed juſt reſentment at the 
unnatural crime; his © anger was greatly 
« kindled againſt the man, and he faid, 
© as the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing ſhall ſurely die, 

. e becauſe 
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e becauſe he had no pity.” Having thus, 
unawares, paſſed ſentence upon himſelf, 
and ſhewn that utmoſt abhorrence at the 
baſeneſs of which he himſelf had been 
_ guilty, the prophet ſtruck him to the 
heart with his own reflections, and 
brought them home to him with this 
pointed expreſſion, © Thou art the man.” 
The once hardened finner receives the 
deepeſt impreſſion from theſe powerful 
words, and ſhakes off the ſleep of fin, 
he confeſſes his crime with a perfect 
ſenſe of the heinouſneſs of it; and as 
ſoon as he acknowledges his tranſgreſ- 
ſion, the prophet gives him this com- 
fortable aſſurance, © the Lord alſo hath 
« put away thy ſin, thou ſhalt not die.“ 


” 


THAT we may make a proper uſe of 
this example, it will be neceſſary to form 


ft, A full and perfect notion of the 
baſeneſs and heinouſneſs of ſin in ge- 
neral. 


F 2 | 2ndly, 


16] 


2ndly, Of our own particular fins, and 


zrdly, To bring all our cenſures home, 


and confine them to ourſelves until we 


utterly abhor and forſake our vices. 


FixsT, We are to form a full and 
perfect notion of the heinouſneſs of ſin 
in general.—This is abſolutely neceſſary 
to be done, before we can conceive 


a juſt. indignation againſt thoſe parti- 
cular vices which have taken poſſeſſion 


of our boſoms, and aſſumed aſcendency 
over us. We ſhall behold ſin in its full 
proportion, if we conſider it, as it 1s 


injurious to our Maker, our neighbour, 


and ourſelves. With reſpe& to God, it 
is offenſive to a being of infinite good- 
neſs, wiſdom, holineſs, and juſtice. To 
provoke a being that is abſolutely good 
in himſelf, and perpetually delights in 
conferring benefits, eſpecially on man, 
carries ſomething ſo ſhocking and hor- 
rid with it, that, if we think at all, we 

muſt 
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muſt tremble at the idea of ſuch ingra- 
titude, When we behold a good man 
tender of his fellow-creatures, and ab- 
ſtaining from 'the leaſt appearance of 
injury, we cannot but highly regard and 
eſteem him. When we find that he not 
only avoids the approaches of evil, but 
is conſtantly employed in contributing, 
as far as 1s in his power, to the con- 
tentment and happineſs of all around. 
him, and makes it his pleaſure and de- 
light to relieve the poor, to protect the 
fatherleſs, and to ſupport the widow ; 
his goodneſs inclines us to think his 
perſon ſacred, and renders us afraid to 
grieve or offend him. If natural incli- 
nation thus prompt us to reſpect the 
image of God in a good man, how much 
more ought we to pay reverence to God 
himſelf, who is the ſpring of all thoſe 
virtues that demand the veneration of 
mankind, and in whoſe hand the beſt of 
men are but inſtruments to work his 
FR And if it be unnatural to 
P 3 injure 
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injure thoſe who act in his ſtead, how 
much more unnatural to put him to 
grief, who gives us all the bleſſings of 
this life, and hath made us immortal, 
that we might be happy to all eternity ? 


Wr may take another view of the 
baſeneſs of ſin, as it is contrary to his 
wiſdom.—God «© created” us © after” his 
own „ likeneſs,” and placed us but © a 
« little lower than the angels,” capable 
of attaining to a nearer reſemblance of 
him, and of riſing to an equality with 
his angels.—But fin debaſes and degrades 
us, blots out the lines of the divine 
image, and levels us with „ the beaſts 


that periſh.” —Every inſtance of it is 


folly, even in our own fight, and much 
more diſagreeable to his unſpotted holi- 
neſs. Even our beſt actions ſtand in 
need of his pardon, for © we are all as 
* an unclean thing before him, and all 
* our righteouſneſles are as filthy rags.— 
* Behold, he putteth no truſt in his 

« ſaints; 


. 


« ſaints; yea, the heavens are not clean 
« in his ſight; how much more abomi- 
« nable and filthy is man, which drink- 
te eth iniquity like water?“ If our leſſer 
ſpots are diſagreeable to him, with what 
ditpleaſure muſt he behold our groſſer 
ſtains, and thoſe ſins that are of the 
deepeſt dye? » 


Wr will now conſider how fin offends 
his juſtice.— Our great law-giver is infi- 
nitely juſt; his nature is the perfect pat- 
tern of truth and equity, and his will 
the certain and unalterable meaſure of 
Tight and wrong,—He has not given us 
laws barely to exerciſe his authority, or 
manifeſt his power; but has vouchſafed 
us a copy of himſelf to direct us in the 
way to happineſs, and has interwoven 
our intereſt with our duty. His laws 
were good in themſelves from all eter- 
nity, flowing from the eſſential goodneſs 
of the divine nature, and implanted in 
the nature of man at his creation :— 
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every ſin is a deviation from them, ſtill 
winding further into the paths of error, 


and growing crooked like the folds of the 


ſerpent. Can we imagine that a being 


of perfect juſtice will bear with our ac- 
tions that wander from the rules of our 


duty, and are contrary to the wiſdom of 
God and the nature of man? 


HAvrxd conſidered the heinouſneſs of 
fin with reſpect to our Maker, we are 


now to take a view of it as it relates 


to our neighbour : and we may not im- 
properly divide it into ſecret injuſtice and 
open oppreſſion, than either of which 
nothing is more deſtructive to ſociety. 
With regard to injuſtice, no perſon will 


eſteem the man guiltleſs who injures him 


either in his perſon by violence, or in 
his property by depredation.—Nor is his 
guilt leſs who blaſts his neighbour's fame. 
Oppreſſion implies the uſe of power, and 
is certainly the greateſt abuſe of it, it is 
exerciſed againſt the poor and defenceleſs 

who 
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who are unable to reſiſt : the oppreſſor 
« cauſes the naked to lodge without 
« clothing, that they have no covering 
« in the cold. —They are wet with the 
te ſhowers of the mountains, and em- 
ce brace the rock for want of ſhelter.” — 
He * plucks the fatherleſs from the breaſt, 
e and takes a pledge of the poor.” The 
parable of Nathan gives us a full deſcrip- 


tion of him,—** There were two men in 


e one city; the one rich and the other 
«© poor, —The rich man had exceeding 
* many flocks and herds: but the poor 
* man had nothing ſave one little ewe 
« lamb, which he had bought and nou- 
e riſhed up: and it grew up together 
© with him, and with his children; it 
« did eat of his own meat, and drank 
« of his own cup, and lay in his boſom, 
and was unto him as a daughter.— 
And there came a traveller unto the 
* rich man, and he ſpared to take of 
e his own flock, and of his own herd, 
* to dreſs for the wayfaring man that 

<© Was 
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« was come unto him, but took the poor 
« man's lamb, and drelled it for the 
| e man that was come to him.” Is not 
fl our © anger greatly kindled againſt” him 
| as ſoon as we hear of this inhuman in- 
* ſtance of oppreſſion? And are we not 
ready to ſay with David, * as the Lord 
Wo « liveth, the man that hath done this 
« thing ſhall ſurely die?“ 


«| Bur we (hall conceive a yet greater 
| abhorrence of ſin, if we conſider it as 
4 injurious to ourſelves.— It 1s this that 
| extinguithes that glorious lamp reaſon, 
violates that faithful friend conſcience, 
| perverts and diſtracts our will, and de- 
| livers up the government of our minds 
[1 to thoſe violent paſſions and aftections 
that delight only in confuſion.— It over- 
turns the order in which we were created, 
; lays our immortal facu ties level with 
| the duſt, engages us in the purſuit of 
; improper pleaſures, and devotes us to 
i the ſervice of luſt, -It increaſes our de- 
| 5 ſires 
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ſires that we may be ſtil] tormented with 
enflamed paſſions, which, the more they 
are gratified, the more remote we are 
from ſatisfaction lt fixes our thoughts 
upon this ſhort uncertain life, and there- 
by renders us unfit for the happineſs of 
immortality, and unworthy the rewards 
of eternity. Such is the baſeneſs and 
heinouſneſs of ſin in general. But, it 
is necellary to conſider 


SECONDLY, Our own particular fins, 
We cannot abhor the latter, until we 
are brought to a juſt deteſtation of the 
former. We alſo reſt in vain on a general 
notion of ſin, unleſs we apply it to our 
own caſe, and draw the picture of our- 
ſelves. For, herein lies the deceit that 
caſts a miſt before us, and flatters us 
with falſe ſecurity; we readily own the 
baſeneſs of ſin, and cannot but acknow- 
ledge that it is juſtly the object of God's 
diſpleaſure, and of our own hatred. We 


ſee the heinouſneſs of it in other men, 
but 
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but cannot ſo eaſily diſcern it in our- 
ſelves. We imagine that we are not 
guilty of the ſame offences, or that there 
are particular circumſtances to mitigate 
and leſſen our guilt. We endeavour to 
make an excuſe for our favourite ſin in 


| thoſe ſoftening words, © is it not a little 


te one?” Or, if we indulge only. our 
prevailing infirmity, we deſire to com- 
pound with the Almighty, and offer 
Naaman's plea, hoping, that © in this 
« thing the Lord” will « pardon” us. But 
let us not be thus deceived, for it 1s rare 
that men confine themſelves to one par- 
ticular ſin. There is a ſtrange connection 
in wickedneſs, and one link of the chain 
draws on the reſt. We are, perhaps, 
averſe to this or that particular fin, but 
we know not how ſoon the averſion may 
be done away. One vice may be more 
conſonant to our inclination, and ano- 
ther leſs ; but our abſtaining from either 
will not be paying a due regard to the 

honour 


1 


honour of God, unleſs we are reſolved 
to forſake both. 


Lr not, therefore, any one ſatisfy him- 
ſelf in the thought that he is © not as other 
emen are,” while he is only diſtinguiſhed 
from them by his particular failings.— 
Let not the drunkard boaſt becauſe he 
is not addicted to luſt. Neither let him 
that is free from drunkenneſs reſt in a 
vain opinion of himſelf, if he be the ſlave 
of phariſaical pride, villainous cunning, 
malicious defamation, or diabolical diſ- 
ſimulation. —But let every man fairly 
examine his own ſtate, and all the cir- 
cumſtances of his guilt. —Let him con- 
ſider the extent and effects of it; how 
many he hath injured by it, how often he 
hath done violence to his conſcience, and 
how often rejected the kind admonition 
of the holy ſpirit —What mercies he has 
received; what afflictions he has ſuffered 
from the hand of God, and how little 

they 
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they have availed towards his repent- 
ance. — Such conſiderations will teach 


us in the 


\ 


TrikD place, To bring all our cen- 
ſures home, and confine them to our- 
ſelves, until we utterly abhor and forſake 


our vices. 


THe conduct of our lives is an affair 
of ſo much difficulty, and affords us ſo 
much matter of employment every day, 
that if we were reſolute to diſcharge our 
duty properly, we ſhould have no leiſure 
to reflect on the greater world without. 
The real faults of thoſe around us are 
ſo many, report and cenſure repreſent 
them as ſo many more, that if we pry 
into the affairs of others, we ſhall not 
have time to look into our own. One 
of theſe muſt be done, and the other 
may very well be left undone: as we 
cannot ſerve two maſters, ſo we cannot 


properly 
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properly attend to our own failings and 
thoſe of others. When we have ſtrained 
our invention to aggravate our neigh- 
bour's guilt, and to lay all the odious 
colours of calumny upon it; when we 
have deſcribed him as a ſinner towards 
God, injurious. to his brother, and the 
worlt of enemies even to himſelf ; let us 
change our firſt deſign, and try whether 
the diſagreeable character will not ſuit _ 
ourſelves. It may be that the mirror 
will faithfully reflect our own image. 
We are, perhaps, unwilling to open our 
breaſt, and ſearch all its receſſes ; we may, 
therefore, ſee ourſelves by reflection; and 
when we have raiſed our indignation 
againſt a ſuppoſed criminal, we may paſs 
ſentence upon a real one, and give it 
the utmoſt force with © Thou art the 
e man.” When we judge others we may 
eaſily be deceived by falfe appearances, 
and our prejudice may pronounce too 
ſevere a cenſure, But in ourſelves we 
are 
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0 are not liable to be thus miſtaken; and 
if we deal faithfully with our ſouls, and 
acknowledge with David that we © have 
« ſinned againſt the Lord,” our con- 
a, ſcience will tell us in the words of Na- 
than, the Lord alſo hath put away“ 
our © ſin,” and we © ſhall not die.” 
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SERMON VI. 


ON THE INSTITUTION, NATURE, END, 
DESIGN, AND CELEBRATION OF THE 
SACRAMENT. | 


— —_ _— — 

1 Cox. xi. 25. 
AFTER THE SAME MANNER ALSO HE TOOK THE 
CUP, WHEN HE HAD SUPPED, SAYING, THIS 
CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY BLOOD: 


THIS DO YE, AS OFT AS YE DRINK IT, IN 
REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 


o 


The words of the text are part 
of the hiſtory. St. Paul gives us of this 
latter ſacrament, exactly agreeable to the 
account which three of the evangeliſts 
give of the ſame inſtitution. —The occa- 
ſion of the repetition in this place by the 
apoſtle was, the diſorderly manner with 
which the Corinthians communicated ; 
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who, by reaſon of many diviſions among 
themſelves, and through the pride of the 
rich deſpiſing the poor, received this ſa- 
crament without that devotion ſuitable 


to ſo facred an ordinance, © not diſcern- 


ing the Lord's body,” not diſtinguiſhing 
it ſufficiently from a worldly common 


feaſt, not conſidering the deſign of the 


action, nor having their minds prepared 
with due reverence to approach the table 


of the Lord. To remedy this, the apoftle 
| thought no argument more proper than 
to repeat to them the very words of our 


Lord's inſtitution, which, containing a 
plain account of the end and deſign of 
the. ſacrament, could not but put them 
to; ſhame, and be a ſtrong reproof of 
their unworthy bebaviqur. For, if they 
conhideved, that , what they -were then 
doing was in remembrance of the death 
and paſſion. of Chriſt, who gave himſelf 
a ranſom for them, for this very end, 
that he might redeem them from all 
worldly and mordinate deſires; it was 


not 


„ 


not poſſible that, at the very time of 
communicating, they ſhould have de- 
ſpiſed their poor brethren, and treated 
them with uncharitable contempt; if 
they conſidered, that the holy work in 
which they were then engaged, was a 
ſolemn ſhewing forth of Chriſt's death, 
a ſolemn profeſſion of their belief in a 
crucified Saviour, of their hope of fal- 
vation through the merits of his death 
only, who died equally for poor and 
rich, for the mean and for the honour- 
able, and commanded that they, who 
would be his diſciples, ſhould “ love one 
« another,” and be examples of charity 
to the whole world; nothing could be 
a ſtronger reproof of their careleſs con- 
duct, none more inſtructive for the fu- 
ture, than to repeat, as St. Paul here 
does, the folemn words of our Lord's 
own inſtitution, which ſo plainly expreſs 
the end and deſign of his holy ſacrament. 
“For I have received,“ fays he, of the 
Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto 
G 2 *© you 
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who, by reaſon of many diviſions among 
themſelves,” and through the pride of the 
rich deſpiſing the poor, received this ſa- 
crament without that devotion ſuitable 
to fo ſacred an ardinance, © not diſcern- 
« ing the Lord's body,” not diſtinguiſhing 
it ſufficiently from a worldly common 
feaſt, not conſidering. the deſign of the 
action, nor having their minds prepared 
with due reverence to approach the table 
of the Lord. To remedy this, the apoftle 
thought no argument more proper than 
to repeat to them the very words of our 
Lord's inſtitution, which, containing a 

plain account of the end and deſign of 
the. ſacrament, could not but put them 
to ſhame, and be a ſtrong reproof of 
their unworthy behaviqur. For, if they 
conſidered, that what they were then 
doing was in remembrance of the death 
and paſſion of Chriſt, who gave himſelf 
a ranſom. for them, for this very en, 
that he might redeem them from all 
worldly and inordinate deſires; it was 


not 
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not poſſible that, at the very time of 
communicating, they ſhould have de- 
ſpiſed their poor brethren, and treated 
them with uncharitable contempt ; if 
they conſidered, -that the holy work in 
which they were then engaged, was a 
ſolemn ſhewing forth of Chriſt's death, 
a ſolemn profeſſion of their belief in a 
crucified Saviour, of their hope of fal- 
vation through the merits of his death - 
only, who died equally for poor and 
rich, for the mean and for the honour- 
able, and commanded that they, who 
would be his diſciples, ſhould “ love one 
e another,” and be examples of charity 
to the whole world; nothing could be 
a ſtronger reproof of their careleſs con- 
duct, none more inſtructive for the fu- 
ture, than to repeat, as St. Paul here 
does, the folemn words of - our Lord's 
own inſtitution, which ſo plainly expreſs 
the end and deſign of his holy ſacrament. 
“For I have received,” fays he, of the 
„Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto 
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* you, that the Lord Jeſus, the ſame 


„night in which he was betrayed, took 
e bread, and when he had given thanks, 
te he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; | 
« this is my body which is broken for 


« you: this do in remembrance'of me. 
« After the ſame mariner alſo he took 
e the cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, 
« This cup is the new teſtament in my 
te blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 
* it, in remembrance of me:“ i. e. in 
commemoration of my death and paſſion, 
ſhewing forth © the Lord's death till he 


© come.” 


In diſcourſing upon theſe words, the 
firſt thing proper to be obſerved in them, 
and conſidered, is, the general nature, 
end, and deſign of this holy communion, 
expreſſed by our Saviour in theſe phraſes, 
„ this is my body which is broken for 
« you;” and, © this cup is the new teſ- 
e tament in my blood; this do ye, as 
* oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 

« of 
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« of me:“ i. e. let it be a perpetual ſo- 


lemn commemoration of my death and 
paſſion, and a continual occaſion of your 


meditating upon the ſpiritual benefits 
purchaſed to you thereby. Meditate ſe- 
riouſly and devoutly on the wonderful 
love of God, in ſending into the world 
no meaner a perſon than his own Son, 
to become a ſacrifice and propitiation for 


all ſins, forſaken and amended. Meditate - 
on the love of Chriſt in ſubmitting wil- 


lingly © to death, even the death of the 
* croſs,” to accompliſh this merciful and 
gracious deſign ; for © greater love hath 
* no man than this, that a man lay down 
« his life for his friends.” — Think, with 
a juſt ſenſe, upon the humility and con- 
deſcenſion of him, „who being in the 
« form of God,” did not affect to ap- 
pear like unto God; © but made himſelf 
of no reputation, and took upon him 
© the form of a ſervant, and was made 
in the likeneſs of men; and being 


2 < föftmed in faſhion as a man, ud hum- 
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« bled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
ce death, even the death of the croſs.” — 
Conſider, with due affection of mind, 
the vile and heinous nature of fin, which 
was the occafion of ſuch humihation to 
the Son of God, in order to expiate and 
purchaſe pardon for it: and let your fre- 
quent eating this bread, and drinking 
this cup, be a conſtant remembrancer to 
your thoughts, an aſſiſtance to your de- 
votions, and a perpetual renewing of 
theſe ſpiritual - meditations,—<* Do this 
te in remembrance of me.” 


Tun mind of man in this life is fo 
conſtantly ſurrounded and affected with 
outward ſenſible objects, that it can with 
great difficulty confine itſelf to, and con- 
cave of things ſpiritual : ſo that to me- 
ditate with any cloſeneſs and application 
upon things remote from our ſenſes, is 
one of the moſt difficult parts of our 
duty; and the omiſſion of ſuch medita- 
tion one of the greateſt occaſions of fin. 

For. 


l 87 J 


For, the chief reaſon, why men who 
ſeem conſcious of the truth of religion, 
of the certainty of a judgment to come, 
and who will readily acknowledge the 
diſproportion between things temporal 
and eternal, yet, in their practice prefer 
earthly to ſpiritual things, temporal to 
eternal concerns; the chief reaſon of this, 
I ſay, is want of frequent and ſerious 
conſideration; and the reaſon why they 
do not conſider is, becauſe their minds 
are ſo wholly taken up, and their at- 
tention ſo conſtantly employed about 
things of this world, that either they 
turn not their thoughts at all towards 
things ſpiritual ; or, if they do, yet theſe 
have ſo little effect, that they are pre- 
ſently ſhaken off, and leave no laſting 
impreſſion behind. In confideration 
of this weak and depraved ſtate of man's 
ſoul, God, who is a ſpirit, whom no man 
hath or can ſee, has always repreſented 
himſelf unto mankind, under the affec- 
tionate character of being author of ſome 
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great work, worthy of himſelf, and for 
the good of mankind : that ſo men might 
neither, on the one hand, have any 
occaſion given to frame to themſelves 
any likeneſs or ſimilitude of him; nor, 
on the other ſide, want a juſt idea of 
him, upon which they might fix their 
thoughts and meditations.— Thus, to the 
patriarchs he ſtyled himſelf God who 
e created the heaven and the earth, and 
« all things that are therein. —To the 
nation of the Jews, «God who brought 
ce them out of the land of Egypt, out of 
<« the houſe of bondage.” To us chriſ- 
tians, © God, even the father of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt,” And becauſe the great 
end of religion 1s to imitate God in ho- 
lineſs, juſtice, mercy and truth, he has 
ſet us an example of that life, in his 


ſon Chriſt Jeſus, clothing him in fleſh, 


and ſending him to dwell among us, that 
he might © leave us a” viſible and ſen- 
ſible “example, that” we might < follow 
« his ſteps.” | 


FURTHER,— 
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\FuRTHER,—Becauſe men are as little 
apt to remember as they are to appre- 
hend things of a ſpiritual nature, God 
has generally been pleaſed to keep up 
ſpiritual notions, after we have once re- 
ceived them, by the ſame help of out- 
ce. ward and viſible ſigns:“ for ſuch is 
our frame, that any ſenſible memorial 
makes a deeper and more laſting im- 
preſſion upon us, than a mere hiſtorical _ 
account of the fact to be remembered; 
and the more appropriate 1t is, the more 
forcibly does it ſtrike us. 


Wurd God entered into covenant 
with Abraham, „to be a God unto him, 
« and to his ſeed after him,” he inſti- 
tuted the rite of circumciſion, for a me- 
morial to after generations; © and it 
* ſhall be,” ſays he, a token of the 
** covenant betwixt me and you. -In 
like manner, under the Moſaical inſti- 
tution, ſeveral ſenſible ſigns were vguch- 


ſafed to the Jews, for preſerving in their 
minds 
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minds a continual remembrance of God's 
commands, or for laſting memorials of 
ſome peculiar bleſſing; of this we have 
ſeveral inſtances in the books of the law; 
but the moſt remarkable of all, and that 
which bears greateſt analogy to our ſa- 
cramental remembrance of Chriſt in the 
euchariſt, is the feaſt of the paſſover, 
inſtituted in commemoration of the mi- 
raculous deliverance of the people of 
the Jews out of Egypt, when the Lord 
e paſſed over the houſes of the children 
<« of Iſrael,” but « fmote all the firſt 
born in the land of Egypt.“ 


Tux bringing of the Iſraelites out of 
Egypt was the greateſt and moſt won- 
derful deliverance that had ever been 
vouchſafed to any nation : ſuch an amaz- 
ing inftance of the power and providence 
of God over them, muſt (we may ima- 
gine) have made an indelible impreſſion 
upon their minds.— Yet, we find that 
very people, even that very generation 
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who had ſeen all thofe things, „forgat 
« God's works and his wonders that he 
e had ſhewed them; they kept not the 
© covenant of God, but refuſed to walk 
ein his law; they finned yet more againſt 
him, and provoked the Moſt Higheſt 
© in the wilderneſs.” — How much leſs 
would the remembrance of that great 
work have influenced the minds of after 
generations, had not God appointed ſuch a a 
memorial of it, as, by its conſtant return, 
and fitneſs to repreſent the * thing ſig- 
e nified,” might always preſerve it frefh 
in their memories, and oblige them to 
teach their children the ſame? We find 
in the hiſtories of all nations, that ſome- 
thing like this was their uſual manner 
of impreſſing upon their minds a ſenſe 
of great and remarkable bleſſings, and 
of preſerving the memory of their moſt 
eminent benefactors. 


Tris is the method which God has 


been pleaſed to make uſe of with us 
| | chriſtians 
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chriſtians likewiſe. The facrifice of 
« the death of Chriſt” (which is the 
1 foundation of forgiveneſs) is ineſtimably 
[| the greateſt benefit that was ever con- 
ferred on the ſons of men; the fountain 
and ſpring, the original and foundation 
of all other bleſſings; ſo the apoſtle juſt- 
ly argues, © he that ſpared not his own 
ce ſon, but delivered him up for us all, 
« how ſhall he not with him alſo freely 
« give us all things ?”—It was a bleſſing 
of which the deliverance of the children 
of Iſrael out of Egypt was but a type 
and a figure; if that ſhadow, therefore, 
was to be ſolemnly commemorated by 
the paſſover, how much more does the 
ſubſtance itſelf of this eternal bleſſing 
deſerve to be perpetually kept in mind 
with the higheſt veneration. 
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Tuar this might be done the more 
effectually, our Saviour, in conſideration 
of the weakneſs of the apprehenſion and 
memory of man in ſpiritual matters, has 

thought 


(908-1 


thought fit to inſtitute ſuch repreſenta- 
tions of what he has done and ſuffered 
for us; as might the moſt effectually 
conduce to the ſpiritual' ends deſigned in, 
the ſacrament ; that is, ſuch ſymbols as 
might preſent him to our minds, rather 
than to our bodily ſenſes, as might aſſiſt 
the meditations of the ſoul, and excite 
devotion ; yet, at the ſame time, not be 


liable to degenerate into occaſions of - 


ſuperſtition.ä— The bread is appointed to 
be broken, and the wine poured out, to 


remind us, in a ſpiritual manner, how 
his body was broken, and his blood ſhed 


for us. — And this he has commanded 
us to do always “in remembrance of 
„him,“ ſhewing forth © the Lord's 
death, through all generations, till 
his ſecond coming. — But to da this 
worthily, we mult ſo commemorate his 
death, as to die ourſelves © unto. ſin,” 
and forſaking every evil way, rife our- 
ſelves unto © newneſs of life.” — More 
eſpecially at the ſolemn return of thoſe 


great 
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great feſtivals, ſet apart in remembrance 


of his nativity, paſſion, and reſurrection. 
His birth in human fleſh was the hu- 
miliation of himſelf to a capacity of 
ſuffering death for our ſakes; and his 
reſurrection after death was the evidence 
and demonſtration of his ſufferings be- 
ing accepted in the ſight of God. He 
e died for our fins,” that he might ex- 
piate them by his blood, and he “ roſe 
« again for our juſtification.—He offered 
te himſelf once a ſacrifice for fin, and 
then for ever ſat down at the right 
* hand of God, having by one offering 


for ever perfected them that are ſanc- 


< tified, Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed 
ce for us: therefore let us keep the feaſt, — 
«© Not with the old leaven, nor with the 


< leawen of malice and wickedneſs : but 


with the unleavened bread of fincerity 
and truth,” — To ſuch as are ſincere, 
and heartily defire fo to do, there can 
be no better aſſiſtance than frequently 
and worthily receiving this holy com- 

| munion,— 


11 
munion.—Let us, therefore, with hearts 
ſteadfaſtly reſolute to forſake every ſin, 
partake of this holy feaſt, in the man- 
ner our Lord himſelf has appointed. — 
And that it may have an effectual in- 
fluence upon us to imitate him in his 
life, whom otherwiſe we do but mock 
when we commemorate his death, God 
of his infinite mercy grant through the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 
moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 


I 1 
- 


' GOD OUR UNIVERSAL DEFENDER 
AND DELIVERER. _ 
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PSALM xxxvii. 5. 
COMMIT THY WAY UNTO THE LORD : TRUST. 


ALSO IN HIM, AND HE SHALL BRING Ir 
TO PASS. 


L 


. 
a ” 
: 
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Tk children of men are 
taught, by daily experience, that this life 
is beſet with innumerable dangers and 
calamities, and that our knowledge is 
very imperfect; too incomprehenſive to 
meaſure the compaſs of our wants, or 
to invent proper means of providing for 

them.—Our wiſdom is puzzled with dif- 
ficulties that daily ariſe, and we are un 


able to extricate ourſelves from them.— 
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Our weighty deſigns frequently miſcarry, 
for want of foreſight, power, or {kill 
to prevent the infinite hazards and diſ- 
appointments to which human affairs are 
ſubject; and he would do a very accept- 
able piece of ſervice, who could direct, 
in this great perplexity, to whom we 


ſhould fly for protection againſt the evil 


we would avoid, and for help to obtain 
the good we deſire. This is done in the 
words of the text. Commit thy way 
« unto the Lord: truſt alſo in him, and 
he ſhall bring it to paſs.” 


Let us, therefore, conſider 


- iſt, The reaſonableneſs; of truſting in 
God, from the conſideration of thoſe 
perfections in him which call for this 
confidence, . 


| andly, From « our own x experience, that 
we ſhould continue to truſt in him, of 
whoſe goodneſs we have already been 


partakers. 
zrdly, 
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2rdly, The means whereby we may 
nn this Sans 11 


I. Ont aan requitite'] in a fiend Goa 
be we expect protection or relief, is, 
that he be acquainted with the nature 
of our circumſtances; otherwiſe, be his 
inclination in our favour ever fo ſtrong, 
we may be deftroyed by the weight of 
calamity, before his hand is ſtretched 
out to ſave us.— But in God, whoſe un- 
derſtanding is infinite, and whoſe eye 
pervades all creation, inadvertency can- 
not exiſt. Be our condition what it 
may; if inward grief and uneaſineſs, our 
moſt ſecret thoughts, our moſt inward 
groanings are not concealed from him 
If we labour under bodily pains or ſick- 
neſs, he underſtands the beſt means of 
relief, and che moſt proper ſeaſons of 
application; if under poverty or want, 
he knows where all the riches of the 
world are ſtored, and can fill,“ when 
he pleaſes, our . belly with hid treaſure ;” 
H2 if 
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if under danger or diſtreſs, he is infinite- 
ly wiſe, and can contrive ſuch means of 
ſafety and deliverance as will ſurmount 
all difficulties and perplexities.—80 that, 
under the conſideration of this perfec- 
tion, namely, his | infinite wiſdom, we 
may cry out with the - pſalmiſt, God 
« js our hope and ſtrength, a very pre- 
e ſent help in trouble. God is in the 
<« midſt of us, therefore ſhall we not 

© be removed, —God ſhall help, and that. 
© right early. For the Lord of hoſts. is 
te with us: the God of Jacob is our 
7 refuge. 0 dne ino . uns TO 


Bur it is not enough that the friend 
to whom we apply for ſuccour in time 
of need be acquainted with our con- 
dition, he ſhould likewiſe be poſſeſſed of 
power to remove the evil of which we 
complain, and 8 to procure the good for 
which we have occaſion.— We, therefore, 
may obſerve, that there is nothing which 
nature has formed, or art contrived for 

our 
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our defence, that the pſalmiſt omits in 

expreſſing the power of God to defend his 
ſervants in time of trouble. The Lord 
« 1s my rock, my fortreſs, my deliverer, 
«© my God, my' ſtrength in whom I will 
«truſt, my buckler, the horn alſo of my 
cc er ea, 1 hs tugh tower.” * 


Non is it 9 that the friend to 
whom we look for protection have the 
power to ſupply our wants, and to ward 
off the dangers that ſurround us, unleſs 
he be diſpoſed ſo to do. The ſame 
pſalmiſt, therefore, has aſſured us, that 
God is not only good in his own na- 
ture, but univerſally ſo to all his crea- 
tures; good to the pious without reſerve, 
and to the wicked if they will repent 
and forſake their ſins.— “ The Lord is 
good: and his tender mercies are over 
«* all his works. The goodneſs of God 
« endureth continually.— Thou, Lord, art 
good, and ready to forgive, and plen- 
* teous in mercy unto all them that call 

H 3 upon 
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„„ 

« upon thee.” - To the higher conditions 
of life he pays no partial attention 
Among men poverty is frequentiy the 
cauſe by which favour and kindneſs are 
withdrawn. — With God the effect is to- 
tally contrary; for, though his mercy 
and goodneſs extend to all, yet are they 
more eſpecially concerned for ſuch as are 
in a ſtate of miſery; as the fatherleſs, 
the widow, the priſoner, the poor, the 
ſtranger, and the friendlefs. — From a 
ſenſe of this, we find the devout in all 
ages truſting not in man, but flying 
to God for ſhelter when they found 
the cloud approaching.—“ Our fathers 
© truſted in thee: and thou didſt deliver 
te them. —They called upon thee, and 
* were holpen: they put their truſt in 
© thee, and were not confounded. O go 
e not from me, for trouble is hard at 
hand: and there is none to help me.— 
O Lord, thou art my fuccour ; haſte 
e thee to help me. Deliver my ſoul from 
< the ſword: my darling from the power 

Fe A «of 
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« of the dog. God has promiſed to af- 
ford his bleſſing to thoſe. that truſt in 
him; and we are aſſured that < the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous: 
and his ears are open to their prayers.” 
With confidence, therefore, commit thy 
« way unto the Lord: truſt alſo in him, 

and he oe 0 it to paſs.” 
II. Tavs, if we look into the nature 
of God, we find ſtrong and undeniable 
arguments to induce us, in all our trou- 
ble and diſtreſs, to rely upon him for 
relief. If we turn our eyes towards our- 
ſelves, and, in the ſecond place, conſult 
our own experience of his former loving- 
kindneſs, we ſhall perceive abundant 
reaſon to continue the ſame truſt in 
him for the future.—For, of the various 
calamities incident to human life, how 
many, through the goodneſs of God, 
have we eſcaped ? — How many, imme- 
diately impending over our heads, and 
which we ſaw no poſſibility of avoiding, 
. has 
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has his watchful providence averted ?— 
How many. after they had taken hold 
of us, and begun to preſs hard upon 
us, has he at firſt abated, and at laſt 
totally removed? — And how many by 
his over-ruling providence have had fo 
good an effect, that we have reaſon to 
rejoice in having been viſited by them? 
Have we never by painful lingering ſick- 


neſs been brought to the brink of the 


grave, and, when all probable means of 


recovery failed, by ſome unexpected turn 


reſtored to health again? — Has our good 


name never been aſperſed by baſe and 
malicious calumny, under which we have 
long laboured, without being able to 
clear our reputation, and has not God, 
by his good providence, brought forth 


our © righteouſneſs as the light: and 


our juſt dealing as the noon-day ?'— 
Have we never ſeen poverty coming upon 


us as an armed man, when, on a ſudden, 


God has raiſed up unhoped for benefac- 


tors, or ſtruck out for us unforeſeen 
8 means 
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means of ſubſiſtence ?—Have we never 
known the wrath of men ſet againſt us, 
when, without offence, they came gaping 
upon us, and were ready to © ſwallow 
eus up quick,” and God has either re- 
ſtrained the fierceneſs of their anger, or 
covered us, as it were, © under the ſhadow 


of his wings, until their tyranny has 
* been overpaſt?” — 


Ir, diet we have experienced ſuch 
inſtances of the Lord's goodneſs, from 
the ſenſe of paſt mercies we may draw 
this comfortable concluſion ; that he, 
who has delivered us from ſuch great 
dangers, will ſtill continue our < helper 
« and defender. For, his hand, which 
has been ſo often ſtretched forth in our 
favour, is not ſince ſhortened; neither 1s 
his ear, which has been ſo often open 
_ to, our prayers 1 grown heavy. Commit 

we, then, our ſouls to him in well- 
doing, and the proof we have already 
ſeen of his watchful care over us, will 

be 
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be a laſting conviction, that, in all cir- 
cumſtances of difficulty and diſtreſs, © he 
« will defend us under his wings, under 
te his feathers we ſhall be ſafe : his faith- 
<« fulneſs and truth ſhall be our -Queld 
tc and buckler,” 


III. Ir, therefore, our truſt and reli- 
ance upon God under all the pains of 
body and anxiety of mind, under all 
the frowns of fortune and difficulties of 
life which we have experienced, and all 
the apprehenſions of evil which we fear 
may befall us, be both our duty and 
our remedy, it is a matter well worth 
enquiry, in the third place, by what 
means and conſiderations this happy 
temper of mind may be begotten and 
nouriſhed in us. For this purpoſe we 
muſt diveſt ourſelves of all preſumption 
and ſelf-confidence, we muſt follow this 
advice of the wiſeſt of men, © truſt in 
« the Lord with all thine heart; and 
* lean not unto thine own underſtand- 

© 0g. 
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ing. — In all thy ways acknowledge 
*© him, and he ſhall direct thy paths.” — 
For, as he ſays in another place; he 
* that truſteth in his own heart is a 
« fool,” — The truth of which is incon- 
trovertible: ſince, conſidering the ſtate 
of human nature, there is abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for ſomething more powerful than 
ourſelves to which we may have recourſe 
for ſuccour and ſupport in time of need. 
Man, even at beſt, is but a feeble and 
infirm .creature. From the weakneſs of 
his mind and the diſorder of his paſ- 
ſions, from the troubles and difficulties 
he has to encounter, together with the 
mutability of all human affairs, it is 
impoſſible that he ſhould live indepen- 
dent.—Evils there are innumerable, from 
which, neither the wiſdom of the moſt 
prudent, the riches of the moſt wealthy, 
the forces of the moſt powerful, nor even 
the virtue of the moſt innocent, can al- 
ways render us ſecure.— Faith, hope, and 
truſt, are neceſſary in our preſent ſtate: 
Lk and 
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and very unhappy muſt that man be 
who has no reſource in his neceſſities ex- 
eluſive of himſelf. If ſupport, then, be 
neceſſary, we can ſeek it no where ſo 
well as in the hands of the Almighty.— 
For where can we find ſafer direction 
than in all- comprehending wiſdom? — 
Where better protection than in omni- 
potence ?—Where more ample; proviſion 
than in goodneſs infinite? 


Sixcx, therefore, the neceſſity of rely- 
ing on ſomething, the folly of depending 
on ourſelves, and the wiſdom of truſting 
in God are ſo apparent, theſe conſidera- 
tions ſhould frequently occupy our at- 
tention; and we ſhould remember the 
promiſes he has made of his readineſs 
both to guard us in danger, and to re- 
lieve us in want. With reſpect to the 
former, the pſalmiſt thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf; © becauſe thou haſt made the Lord 
© which is my refuge: even the Moſt 
« High thy habitation: there ſhall no 


ce evil 
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te evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague 
te come nigh thy dwelling.— For he ſhall 
ce give his angels charge over thee, to 
© keep thee in all thy ways. — They ſhall 
e bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou 
« daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. — 
And, with regard to the latter, the com- 
fortable words of our Saviour are theſe ; 
« take no thought for your life, what 
« ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; 
ce nor yet for your body what ye ſhall 
e put on: is not the life more than 
*« meat, and the body than raiment? 
« Behold the fowls of the air; for they 
« ſow not, neither do they reap, nor 
e gather into barns, yet your heavenly 
“Father feedeth them. Are ye not 
« much better than they? And why take 
« ye thought for raiment ? Conſider the 
e lilies of the field how they grow; they 
„ toil not, neither do they ſpin. And 
« yet I ſay unto you, that even Solomon 
„in all his glory, was not arrayed like 
« one of theſe. | Wheretore, if God fo 

„ clothe 
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« clothe the graſs of the field, which to- 
« day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the 
« oven, ſhall he not much more clothe 
« you, O ye of little faith ?—Therefore 
* take no thought, ſaying, what ſhall we 
« eat? or what ſhall we drink? or where-/ 
e withal ſhall we be clothed ?WFor your 
c heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
te need of all theſe things. But ſeek 
« ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his 
* righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
„ ſhall be added unto you.” ——Here, 
then, is the greateſt encouragement that 
can be to commit thy way unto the 
« Lord: truft alfo in him, and he fhall 
ee bring it to * 
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SERMON VII. 


HOLINESS OF LIFE REQUISITE TO A 
TRUE PROFESSOR OF CHRISTIANITY. 


2 Tim. ii. 19. latter part. 


LET EVERY ONE THAT NAMETH THE NAME 
OF CHRIST DEPART FROM INIQUITY., 


By every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt is meant every one who 
profeſſeth chriſtianity, which profeſſion 
is made at baptiſm, when the perſon 
baptized receives a name which 1s there- 
fore called a chriſtian name. The in- 

terrogatory in our catechiſm, © {hat is 
« your name?” in effe& requires the 


perſon anſwering to declare what re- 
ligion 


} 
f 
| 
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ligion he profeſles ; by telling his name 
he declares himſelf a follower of Chriſt, 
and profeſſor of his religion by whoſe 
name he is called. To every one, who 
thus nameth the name of Chriſt, the 
apoſtle's exhortation is © let him depart 
« from iniquity;” I ſhall, therefore, 


_ conſider 


iſt, What we are to underſtand by 
departing from iniquity. | 


2ndly, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
obligation that reſults from Chriſt's name 
ſo to do. | TO 


By departing from iniquity two things 
are plainly intended: one, to © eſchew” 
all ſuch © things” as © are contrary to 
e our profeſſion :” the other, to © follow 
* all ſuch as are agreeable to the ſame.” 
Both theſe are more fully expreſſed in 
St. Paul's epiſtle to Titus. The grace 
of God, that bringeth ſalvation“, (that 
1s 
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is the grace of God by which we are 
admitted to be chriſtians, and called to 
a ſtate of ſalvation) * teaches us, that 
e denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
« we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
* godly in this preſent world.” Theſe 
and all other parts of the chriſtian life 
are implied in departing. from iniquity, 
in which more 1s included than ſeems 


to be expreſſed, 


Tux chriſtian religion is an inſtitution 
of the ſtricteſt piety ; its precepts are all 
holy, juſt, and good; its promiſes are 
encouragements to a virtuous life; its 
threats terrors of the Lord to deter men 
from all evil and ſinful courſes : when 
we enter into it we profeſs to believe 
the truth of all theſe things; and not 
barely to own and acknowledge the truth 
of them; but, to regulate our con- 
duct, and to lead a life like men who 
are convinced of the certainty of ſuch 
things. | 

1 Now 


1 
Now, all ſin and wickedneſs is di- 


rectly contrary to this profeſſion : to 


« depart from iniquity,” therefore, is to 
ſhun all things that are contrary to the 


chriſtian profeſſion. But, this is not 


all; for, the apoſtle charges all thoſe 
« that name the name of Chriſt not 
only © to eſchew all ſuch © things” as 
te are contrary to their profeſſion,” but, 
likewiſe to © follow all ſuch things as 
ce are agreeable to the ſame :” this is 
the ſecond part of every chriſtian's duty. 
The former is expreſſed in the epiſtle 
to Titus by © denying ungodlineſs and 
« worldly luſts;“ the latter by“ living 
« ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly. in this 
<« preſent world.“ It is not enough to 
ceaſe to do evil, though that be con- 
ſiderable progreſs in our chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, but we muſt learn to do well to 
complete that character. To abandon 
vice is only half our duty, to fulfil it 
we muſt live in the practice of virtue: 


vie muſt not be negative in diſcharge of 


Our 
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our baptiſmal engagement, we muſt be 
poſitive: for, Chriſt “ gave himſelf for 
<« us,” not only to © redeem us from all 
« iniquity,” but to © purify unto him- 
« ſelf a pecuhar people,: zealous of good 
ce works.” — The chriſtian profeſſion re- 
quires purity of heart and chaſtity of 
body: and, therefore, directs us, as, to 


* cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fle 


e fleſh,” fo, to perfect holineſs in the 
« fear of God.” To act ſuitably to our 
profeſſion, is, to love, honour, and fear 
our Creator; to practice univerſal ho- 
neſty and charity; and to preſerve an 
unſpotted chaſtity and ſobriety. Theſe 
things are agreeable to our profeſſion; 
to live in the practice of them is to 
« walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
« we are called;” it is to act as becometh 
thoſe who ſincerely profeſs and believe 
the goſpel of Chriſt. In a word: to 
80 depart from iniquity is to forſake all 
vicious and ſinful courſes: and, as the 


defertion of one way naturally engages 
12 us 
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us in the purſuit of another, to depart 
from the paths of ſin will lead us into 
thoſe of holineſs and virtue, in which 
all who « name the name of Chriſt” are 


required to walk: this leads me 


SECONDLY, To conſider the obligation 
that . reſults from Chriſt's name ſo to 
do,—Every one. who takes the name of 
chriſtian acknowledges Chriſt © for his 
teacher, becomes his diſciple, and as ſuch 
ſubmits himſelf to him as his preceptor 
and inſtructor :. and with great advan- 
tage to himſelf he may do ſo: for, we 
may ſay with Nicodemus, Rabbi, - we 
% know that thou art a teacher come 


from God: fince, © no man could do 


the miracles which thou haſt done, 
* except God were with him.“ He who 
acknowled ges } Chriſt for his inſtructor 
muſt neceſſarily conform to the precepts 
which he has laid down as. a rule of 


conduct for all thoſe who become his 


diſciples, and theſe are contained in the 
| admonitions, 
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admonitions, in the promiſes, and in 
the threats of the goſpel. Seeing, then, 
that the deſign of all theſe is to induce 
men to ſabdue ſin, and to engage them 
in the practice of holineſs and virtue; 
they who are Chriſt's diſciples are bound 
by reaſon and conſcience to act accord- 
ingly.—Likewiſe, every one that nam- 
e eth the name of Chriſt” owns himſelf 
a follower of his example, takes him for 
his guide and pattern, and conſequently 
ſtands obliged (as far as human frailty 
will admit) to imitate him.“ Let” the 
ſame © mind,” ſays the apoſtle, be in 
you which was in Chriſt Jeſus; and 
„ walk in love, as he alſo hath loved 
ce us,” Our Saviour, frequently, in the 
holy goſpel, propoſes himſelf as an ex- 
ample to us, and directs that we ſhould 
« learn of” him, and tread in his ſteps. 
The ſcriptures often repreſent him under 
thoſe titles which render him a pattern 
for our imitation : he is called our Prince, 
and the Captain of our falvation, which 
| I 3 terms 
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terms import that he has gone every 
ſtep before us, and thereby marked out 


the path that we ſhould purſue. — 


Now, Chriſt having gwen us the higheſt 
example of holineſs and virtue, for he 
ce did no ſin, neither was guile found in 
« his mouth,” but © was holy, harmleſs, 
e undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and 
© made higher than the heavens,” all who 
call themſelves chriſtians are bound to 
follow his ſteps, and as nearly as poſſible 
to approach him by a pious imitation of 
his holy life. Every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt is under the moſt ſolemn 
obligation to depart from iniquity, —— 
Into this they entered at their baptiſm, 
and renew it every time they partake of 
the Lord's ſupper : they muſt, therefore, 
either depart from iniquity or violate the 
moſt ſolemn engagements, and, unleſs 
they deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
they muſt break the moſt ſacred vows 
and promiſes, | 


Thus, 
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Tavs, we ſee the many and great rea- 
ſons that ariſe from the name of chriſ- 
tians to lead holy and virtuous lives; it 
remains only that I exhort you to live 
worthy the vocation wherewith ye are 
called. Let no one debaſe the high and 
honourable title which he bears, or wear 
it as an empty and inſignificant name; 
remember whoſe it is, and what it im- 
ports, and labour to live and act ſuitably 

to it ——We ſhould be ſorrowful to be 
eſteemed unworthy the appellation of 
chriſtians ; let us, then, not delude our- 
ſelves with the mere title, but fulfil the 
noble character, and make good our pro- 
feſſion by acting according to it. To 
this end conſider the reaſonableneſs of ſo 
doing, together with the indecency and 
impropriety of the contrary.— What can 
be more conſonant to good ſenſe and 
good manners than to be what we pro- 
feſs ?—And what more oppoſite than to 
pretend to what we never perform ?— 


To live as becomes thoſe who have en- 
liſted 
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liſted under the banner of Chriſt, is to 
adorn our profeſſion, and to bring ho- 
nour to the cauſe of our Captain and 
Redeemer: to tread in the contrary path, 
is to bring diſgrace on ourſelves here, 
and miſery hereafter.— When we con- 
duct ourſelves according to the precepts 
of chriſtianity, our great maſter (without 
doubt) obſerves, with approbation, the 


dutiful attention of his ſincere diſciples ; 


we become ornaments of our moſt holy 
religion, and recommend it to the prac- 


tice of mankind, —But when we deſert 


the line ſo clearly marked out by our 
all-merciful Guide, and graciouſly re- 
commended by his example, we are the 
enemies of him, who underwent ſuch 
ſignal indignities and ſufferings in friend- 
ſhip to us, and the colleagues of thoſe 


Who atheiſtically combine in ſetting his 


unſpeakable kindneſſes at nought, and 


impiouſly (though ineffectually) contend 


againſt the power of the Almighty.— 
The common ties of morality bind us 
to 
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to a reciprocation of good offices, and 
he who neglects the mutual diſcharge of 
benefits conferred, is juſtly accuſed of 
ingratitude. What recompenſe can we 
make to the Son of God for all the 
bleſſings he has beſtowed upon us? It 
is not in our power to make any re- 
turn in the moſt diſtant degree adequate 
to the mercies we have received, but it is 
our duty to exert our utmoſt ability in 
fulfilling thoſe promiſes in which we have 
engaged, and acting according to thoſe 
precepts which our gracious Redeemer 
has laid down for our obſervance. 


To live anſwerably to our profeſſion 
is a matter of great comfort here, and 
will bring a reward infinitely greater 
hereafter; it entitles to all the glorious 
promiſes of the goſpel, and gives an 
undoubted right to all that Chriſt has 
obtained and purchaſed for his church. 
By ſo doing we ſhall become “meet to 
be of the inheritance of the 

« ſaints 
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<« ſaints in light,” and, “ ſhall receive the 
ce crown of life, which the Lord hath 
ce promiſed to them that love him.“ The 
nominal chriſtian, who aſſumes the name 
of Chriſt for ſiniſter purpoſes, and wears 
his profeſſion as a cloak to evil practices, 
will have his portion with hypocrites and 
unbelievers ; his glorious pretences, ſo far 
from being conducive to the bleſſings to 
which he ſo vainly affects to aſpire, will 
only ſink him into deeper condemnation, 
The heathen, who had no knowledge 
of a Redeemer, and who, conſequently, 
could make no profeſſion of him, wall 
be in a better ſituation at the laſt day 
than he who pretends to be his follower, 
but does not conduct himſelf ſuitably to 
that character. Our Saviour himſelf de- 
clares, that * it ſhall be more tolerable 
* for Tyre and Sidon,“ who wanted the 
means of knowledge, than for Chorazin 
and Bethſaida who made bad uſe of them. 
St. Peter tells us that it is © better not 
eto have known the way of righteouſ- 
« neſs, 
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< neſs, than having known it, to turn 
* from the holy commandment.— Many,“ 
ſaith Chriſt, will ſay to me in that“ 
(i. e. the laſt) « day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy name? and 
ein thy name done many wonderful 
* works? Yet, if they imitate him not 
in the ways of righteouſneſs, their ſen- 
tence will be “ depart from me, ye that 
* work iniquity.” 


To conclude. —By entering into the 
chriſtian engagement we are admitted to 
privileges great and glorious, we are 
c made members of Chriſt; children of 
te God, and inheritors of the kingdom 
te of heaven.” Let us, therefore, ſtand 
upon the dignity of our chriſtian name, 
and diligently guard againſt every tempta- 
tion that may induce us to caſt ſpot or 
blemiſh upon it: let us endeavour, as 
far as we are able, to adorn our holy 
religion by the practice of virtue, pu- 
rity, and piety, and thereby ſecure to 

ourſelves 
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ourſelves a reward infinitely beyond what 
the power of words can expreſs, or the 


heart of man conceive, of which that 


we may all be partakers, God, of his 


great mercy, grant, through the merits 
and mediation of his Son our Advocate, 
Mediator, and Saviour. Amen, 


SERMON 


SERMON R. 


ASCENSION. 


Luxz xxiv. 51. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHILE HE BLESSED - 
THEM, HE WAS PARTED FROM THEM, AND 
CARRIED UP INTO HEAVEN, 


TREE firſt care of our bleſſed 

Lord, in conſequence of his reſurrection, 
was to ſatisfy his diſciples fully of the 
certainty of it: the next, to fit them 
for inſtructing mankind in his religion, 
the truth of which was confirmed by 
his having overcome death.—He, there- 
fore, ſhewed himſelf alive to them, after 
his paſſion, by many infallible proofs, 
being ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeak- 
ing 
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ing of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God. Having completed his 
miniſtry on earth, the time was arrived 
when he ſhould aſcend to that happy 
place from whence his compaſſion to a 
loſt world had induced him to deſcend, 


according to the words of his own pray- 


er; © Father, the hour is come; I have 
« glorified thee on earth: I have finiſhed 
c the work which thou gaveft me to do. 
« And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
* with the glory which I had with thee 
« before the world was.” There did 
not remain any further reaſon for his 
appearance amongſt men till he ſhould 
come again to judge the quick and dead, 
And though the redemption of mankind 
was completed by him, as far as in this 
world it could be, yet there was an im- 
portant part to be fimſhed above. The 
Jewiſh diſpenſation was © a fhadow of 
good things to come: and as the 
high prieſt yearly, when he had ſlain 
the paſchal lamb, entered alone with | 

the 
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the blood into the moſt holy place, there 
to offer it before the Lord, and to atone 
for the ſins of the people; ſo was our 
bleſſed Saviour firſt, as the Lamb of God, 
to be facrificed for our fins on earth, 
and then, as the High Prieſt of our 
profeſſion, to enter with his own blood 
into Heaven, the true Holy Place (of 
which the other was a figure) there to 
appear with it in the preſence of God - 
for us; and thus, having © offered one 
« ſacrifice for fins,” he was “for ever to 
* fit down at the right hand of God.” 


When the time, therefore, was come 
for this purpoſe of divine wiſdom to 
take place, having gradually prepared the 
minds of his apoſtles to bear his de- 
parture, he, in the laſt place, with his 
uſual tenderneſs, gave them all a ſolemn 
bleſſing, the words of which are not de- 
| Irvered to us, but probably they might 
not have been unlike thoſe which we 

| find 
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find were uſed by him, for their con- 
ſolation, on a more diſtant proſpect of 
his being taken from them. — Let not 
« your heart be troubled : ye believe in 
« God, believe alſo. in me.— I go to pre- 


e pare a place for you: and. I will come 


« again, and receive you unto. myſelf, 
* that where I am there ye may be alſo. 
“ Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, 


c that will I do.—And I will pray the 


Father, and he ſhall give you another 
© Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever. Peace I leave with you, 
e my peace I give unto you, not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you.—Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let 
eit be afraid. —It is expedient for you 
« that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; 
«* but if I depart, I will ſend him unto 
* you.—And your heart ſhall rejoice, and 
e your joy no man taketh from; you.— 
« Theſe things I have {poken unto you, 

that 
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&© that in me ye might have peace.—lIn_ 
e the world ye ſhall have tribulation : 
„but be of good cheer, I have over- 
* come the world.“ 


PROBABLY, with words of grace and 
' affection ſimilar to theſe, which every 
good chriſtian may and ought to con- 
ſider as ſpoken to himſelf, did our Lord 
before his departure comfort his diſciples 
under that intereſting event.—“ And it 
« came to paſs, while he bleſſed them, he 
e was parted from them, and carried up 
ec into heaven.” | 


IT is hardly poſſible to conceive ſtronger 
or more various emotions of mind, than 
thoſe with which we may ſuppoſe the 
breaſt of every one of his followers muſt 
have been filled on this occaſion. — Of 
wonder and aſtoniſhment at what they 
had ſeen, of gratitude and tenderneſs in 
return for what they had heard, of grief 
and fear concerning their own ſolitary 

K condition, 
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condition, yet, mingled at the fame time 
with ſubmiſſion, and hope, and faithful 
truſt in their dear Lord. But, as he him- 
ſelf had told them, if they loved him, 
« they would rejoice becauſe he went to 
« the Father,” ſo in fact this prevailed 
over the reſt, and triumphant gladneſs 


of heart took poſſeſſion of, and dwelt 


with them._—< They worſhipped him, 
« and returned to Jeruſalem with great 


joy; and were continually in the tem- 


« ple, praiſing and bleſſing God.” 


LET us, then, rejoice alſo in this glo- 
rious exaltation of Chriſt our head. 
Let us conſider the opportunity it gives 
of exerciſing that faith in him which 
the apoſtle juſtly calls * the evidence of 
te things not ſeen,” and of obtaining re- 
ward ſuitable to the piety and virtue we 
ſhew in conducting aright our under- 
ſtandings, our hearts, and lives, under 
a lower, yet ſufficient degree of evidence 
in favour of his holy religion.“ Becauſe 

NS thou 
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te thou haſt feen me,” ſaith he himſelf to 
St. Thomas, © thou haſt believed: bleſ- 
« fed are they that have not feen, and 
« yet have believed.”—— The means of 
acquiring this happy ſtate, therefore, he 
has, by his glorious aſcenſion, left to his 
whole church: © that the trial of your 
« faith,” as St. Peter expreſles it, may 
ce be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
« plory, at the appearing of Jeſas Chriſt : 
« whom, having not ſeen, ye love; in 
e whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet 
« believing, ye rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
« able and full of glory ; receiving the 
ce end of your faith, even the ſalvation of 
« your ſouls.” Let us conſider that if 
his abſence try our faith, the manner of 
his going away powerfully confirms it : 
for, the apoſtles were eye-witneſlſes of 
his aſcending into the clouds ; and, what 
ſtronger proof can we require of his 
coming from God, than that he was again 
taken up to him, according to his own 
repeated predictions ? 

- > 10 NoR 
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l Nor let it appear ſtrange that the 
i _ ſcriptures ſhould ſpeak of one eſpecial 
þ place as the peculiar reſidence of the Al- 
|| mighty. We acknowledge that he is, and 
= cannot but be, every where; © heaven 
b « and earth are full of the majeſty of 
| | « his glory: the heaven, and heaven of 
n | « heavens cannot contain him. —Whi- 
UW « ther,” then, © ſhall I go from thy 
J ᷑ ſpirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy 
Ti e preſence If I aſcend up into heaven, 
Fi e thou art there: if I make my bed in 
f | « hell, behold, thou art there. —If I take 
Þ « the wings of the morning, and dwell 
4 N e in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even 
there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy 
N 0 ce right hand ſhall hold me.” ——Never- 
"i theleſs, the ſcriptures conſtantly mention 
= him as having condeſcended to eſtabliſh 
1 his throne in one particular place, and 
[Nt as exhibiting himſelf there in the ſym- 
x | bol of light; where, therefore, his holy 
4 angels attend upon him, and at his 
f 0 pleaſure ſee his face; from whence he 
1 | | iſſues 
f 
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iſſues forth his commands, and is re- 
preſented as viewing and obſerving the 
actions of his creatures, and pouring 
down bleſſings or vengeance as their be- 
haviour may require.“ The Lord is 
in his holy temple, the Lord's throne 
e 18 in heaven: his eyes behold, his eye- 
« lids try the children of men.—In his 
« preſence is fulneſs of joy,” and “ at 
« his right hand' are pleaſures for ever- 
e more.” Into this bleſſed place did 
our Saviour aſcend, and there, as the. 
{criptures phraſe it, « ſat down on the 
« right hand of God.” Not that God 
hath any bodily members, nor that Chriſt 
is confined to this or that poſture or 
place: but, that he is raiſed, in reſpect 
of his human nature, to a rank and 
ſtation above all creatures; poſſeſſed of 
the fulleſt happineſs, the higheſt honour, 
and moſt ſovereign authority :—that au- 
thority with which Daniel foretells his 
being inveſted: © I faw, and behold, one 
* like the ſon of man, came with the 

K 3 clouds 
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« clouds of heaven, and came to the an- 
« cient of days, and they brought him 
% near before him: and there was given 
ee him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and lan- 


_ « guages ſhould ſerve him: his dominion 


eis an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall 
* not paſs away, and his kingdom that 
„ which ſhall not be deſtroyed.” — The 
completion in a material degree of which 
prophecy is thus recorded by the apoſtle : 
* God raifed him from the dead, and 
te ſet him at his own right hand in the 
e heavenly places, far above all principali- 
<« ty, and power, and might, and dominion, 
« and every name that is named, not only 
* in this world, but alfo in that which 
eis to come: that at the name of Jeſus 
every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
* heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth :” and «he muſt reign, 
« till he hath put all enemies under his 
« feet.” —— Sitting at God's right hand 
implies his exalted ftation, for to which 

« or 
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of the angels ſaid God at any time, 
« fit on my right hand, until I make 
* thine enemies thy footftool ?” 


LET us meditate not only upon the 
nature of our Say1our's exaltation, but, 
upon what principally concerns us, the 
benefits which mankind derive from it; 
viz, his ſending the holy ſpirit to abide 
for ever with his people, his interceſſion - 
for his church with the Father, and his 
powerful protection of it againſt its 
enemies. oe 


I. His ſending the holy Spirit. —This 
was reſerved with great wiidom till after 
his aſcenſion ; both, becauſe this miſſion 
was then moſt wanted to comfort his 
diſciples under the loſs of his perſonal 
preſence ; and, alſo, on account of af- 
fording further evidence of his divine 
power ; ſince, far from being in a worſe 
condition, in conſequence of his depar- 
ture, they were favoured by the deſcent 

CS of 
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of the holy Spirit with miraculous gifts 
in a higher degree than ever they had 
been before.—St. John, therefore, upon 


our Saviour promiſing the Spirit to thoſe 
who ſhould believe in him, obſerves, © the 


0 * holy Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe 
N | « Jeſus was not yet glorified.” And St. 
| Peter, on the day when the apoſtles 
[1 | « were filled with the holy Ghoſt,” ſaith, 


e therefore, being by the right hand of 
e God exalted, and having received of 
« the Father the promiſe of the holy 
« Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which 
ce ye now ſee and hear.” The miraculous 
gifts of the holy Ghoſt, indeed, being no 
longer neceſſary, ceaſed many ages ago; 
but, ſanctification and the ordinary aſ- 
ſiſtance of the holy Spirit, much more 
important bleſſings, of which we ſhall 
'M! always ſtand in need, continue ſtill, and 
i) make or conſtitute his preſent ſhare in 
| the work of our redemption, agreeable to 
1 the aſſurance our bleſſed Lord has given 
10 of © another Comforter to abide with us 
ce for ever.” 


II. Chriſt's 
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II. Chriſt's interceſſion with the Fa- 
ther.—For, his oblation of himſelf being 
accepted as the foundation of a new co- 
venant of mercy and favour, we have 
now an advocate in heaven certain to 
prevail: © an high prieſt which can be 
„touched with the feeling of our in- 
« firmities, having been tempted in all 
points as we are,” ever © appearing in 
« the preſence of God for us,” and ef- 
ficaciouſly pleading the pardon that he 
hath purchaſed for all who repent and 
forſake their ſins.— Who,” then, © 1s 
* he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that 
e died, yea, rather that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, 
ho alſo maketh interceſſion for us.” 


III. His protection of his church 
againſt all its enemies ſpiritual and tem- 
poral.— The attempts of the former he 
defeats by the influence of his ſpirit to 
preſerve us from fin, and the efficacy of 
his interceſſion to procure pardon for us 

on 
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on terms of faith and repentance. With 
regard to deliverance from temporal ene- 
mies, his vindictive power has been moſt 
eminently exerciſed upon the Jewiſh and 
Roman nations, the two great oppoſers 
and perſecutors of the chriſtian religion. 
Its fucceeding adverſaries, in every age, 
have, and no doubt will ſerve only for 
a trial of the faith and patience of its 
true and zealous profeſlors, generally 
without 'prevathng to their injury even 
here, and always ſubſervient to their hap- 
pineſs hereafter : till, at length the ap- 
pointed time ſhall come when *« the king- 
« doms of this world ſhall become the 
* kingdoms of the Lord, and of his 
« Chriſt;” and having reigned on this 
earth till its period arrives, he ſhall re- 
ſign to God his kingdom of grace, its 
end being accompliſhed, reign over his 
ſaints in that of glory for ever and 
ever, and fully perform that invaluable 
promiſe, © to him that overcometh will 


„ I grant to ſit with me in my throne, 
© even 
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« even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet 
« down with my Father in his throne.” 


Tus things being fo, let us learn, 
from a due conſideration of our Saviour's 
departure into heaven, to prepare for his 
coming again.— To this was the atten- 
tion of thoſe who ſaw it directed by the 
angels, ye men of Galilee why ſtand 
« ye gazing up into heaven? this ſame” 
« Jeſus which is taken up from you into 
« heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner 
« as ye have ſeen him go into heaven.“ 
And the ſcriptures aſſure us that his ſe- 
cond coming ſhall be to judge the quick 
and dead, which conſideration 1s a pow- 
erful motive that we be careful to con- 
duct ourſelves in ſuch a manner as to 
be prepared to meet our Lord at that 


great and awful period, and to enter 


with him into his joy.—He came down 
upon earth to procure for us a right to 
future happineſs, and to inftruct us how 
to obtain it: he is now aſcended into 

heaven 
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on terms of faith and repentance. With 
regard to deliverance from temporal ene- 
mies, his vindictive power has been moſt 
eminently exerciſed upon the Jewiſh and 
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& even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet 
« down with my Father in his throne.” 


Tuns things being fo, let us learn, 
from a due conſideration of our Saviour's 
departure into heaven, to prepare for his 
coming again.— To this was the atten- 
tion of thoſe who ſaw it directed by the 
angels, ye men of Galilee why ſtand 
« ye gazing up into heaven? this ſame 
« Jeſus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner 
« as ye have ſeen him go into heaven.” 
And the ſcriptures aſſure us that his ſe- 
cond coming ſhall be to judge the quick 
and dead, which conſideration 1s a pow- 
erful motive that we be careful to con- 
duct ourſelves in ſuch a manner as to 
be prepared to meet our Lord at that 
great and awful period, and to enter 
with him into his joy.— He came down 
upon earth to procure for us a right to 
future happineſs, and to inſtruct us how 
to obtain it: he is now aſcended into 

heaven 
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heaven to prepare a place for us, and 
there, ſeated in glory, invites us to him. 
What remains, then, but that we fix our 
hearts where our treaſure is, and ſet our 
affections on thoſe things that are above, 
« where Chriſt ſitteth on the right hand 
of God ?”—But, in vain do we rejoice 
in a glorified Saviour unleſs we become 
his friends by doing what he commands : 
in vain do we lift up our eyes and our 
wiſhes to his happy abode, unleſs, by 
endeavouring to imitate him now in pu- 
rity and holineſs, we qualify ourſelves to 
partake hereafter of the reſemblance of 
his glory. * 


*«* WHno ſhall aſcend into the hill of 

« the Lord, or who ſhall ſtand in his 
e holy place? Even he that leadeth an 
« uncorrupt life, an! doeth the thing 
* which is right, and ſpeaketh the truth 
« from his heart. — He that hath uſed 
* no deceit in his tongue, nor done evil 
* to his neighbour, and hath not flan- 

| « dered 
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* dered his neighbour. —He that ſetteth 
* not by himfelf, but is lowly in his 
* own eyes.—In whoſe eyes a vile perſon 
« js contemned, but he honoureth them 
« that fear the Lord.—He that hath clean 
* hands and a pure heart, and hath not 
« lift up his ſoul unto vanity.—He ſhall 
ce receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and 
e righteouſneſs from the God of his ſal- 
« vation.“ 
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SERMON X. 


ON PRAYER. 
IN TWO PARTS. 


| PART I 
Luxx xi. 1. Part of the Verſe. 


' ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES SAID UNTO HIM, 
LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY, _ 


p p 
TRE diſciple is here entreating 


our Lord to inſtruct him in the important 
duty of prayer, whereby we acknowledge 


God to be the ereator and governor of 


the world; on whom we abſolutely, and 
in every reſpect depend; that in all our 
wants he is ready to hear and able to re- 
lieve; and that our requeſts are founded 
upon a belief of his infinite goodneſs, 
which 

"4 
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which diſpoſes him to grant the petitions 
of his ſervants; upon a certainty of his 
power, whereby he is able to fulfil our 
reaſonable deſires; and upon his truth, 
which renders it impoſſible that he ſhould 
not obſerve the promiſe he has made of 
giving to thoſe that aſk.—Since prayer, 
therefore, tends to the praiſe of God, 


as well as to the relief of our neceſſities, 
I ſhall cole, 


FigsT, the grounds and reaſonableneſs 
of this duty. 


SECONDLY, the qualifications requiſite 
to the Almighty's acceptance of our pe- 
titions. 


Ir has been the opinion of the beſt 
and wiſeſt men of all ages, that man 
was created, as a being, able to under - 
ſtand and ſet forth the glory of God, 
in theſe lower regions. For, the creation 
ſeemed imperfect, and the glory, which 

ſhould 
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ſhould redound to the Father of all 
things, obſcure, whilſt there was no 
creature capable of obſerving and point- 
ing out the wonderful works of the great 
artificer of the univerſe. —Man, there- 
fore, the laſt beſt work of God, was 
formed; and, as all other creatures were 
made for his uſe, he himſelf was ſet - 
apart for the ſervice and worſhip of his 
creator. To this end he was endowed 
with the noble faculties of underſtanding 
and ſpeech, the one to apprehend, the 
other to celebrate the divine perfection, 
and, as the prieſt of nature, to offer up 
the ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving 
for the whole creation.—To ſhew forth 
their maker's glory ſeems to have been 
the chief buſineſs of our firſt parents 
while in a ſtate of innocence : for they 
had no wants to be' relieved, no griev- 
ances to be redreſſed; even their deſires 
of future mercies were prevented, and all 
they had occaſion to aſk, in that bliſsful 
ſituation, was the countenance of their 
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Lord. But when, unhappily, through 
the wiles of the tempter, they contracted 
guilt, and entailed miſery upon their 
poſterity, ſupplication and prayer became 
neceſſary duties of mankind, and will ſo 
continue, whilſt we have infirmities to 
be healed, wants to be relieved, and ſins 
to be pardoned, which will be as long 
as we abide in this ſtate of mortality. — 
Our dependence upon God renders it 
neceſſary that we ſhould ſue to him for 
what we ſtand in need of, and give him 
praiſe for what we have” already obtain- 
ed. Our guilt, and our being liable to 
puniſhment, prompt us to ſeek his fa- 
vour by humble contrition for ſin, and 
earneſt deſire of pardon. Our infirmities 
and temptations ſhew how abſolutely 
needful the aſſiſtance of his grace is, 
both towards recovering by -true repent- 
ance, and perſevering in doing what he 
requires. The common ties of humanity, 
and the religion of charity, oblige us to 
pray for one another, as well as for our- 

oe {elves ; 
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| ſelves; fo that the light of nature diſ- 
covers this duty, and ſhews it through 
all the ways of invocation and calling 

wo God. | 


Ir we look into the heathen world, 
we ſhall find no nation ſo barbarous as 
not to have had ſome form of religious 
worſhip; and, that however they might 
have been ignorant of the right method, 
the wiſeſt in moſt nations were of. opi- 
nion, that the nature of God might 
juſtly challenge the worſhip of man; 
their acknowledgments, therefore, were, 
that all their actions ſhould begin with 
the Gods; and that a bleſſing could not 
be derived upon them, without imploring 
their aid; nay, that the ſacrifices were 
not duly offered, nor the Gods rightly 
worſhipped, without prayer. 


Ir we conſider the matter properly, 
what can be ſuppoſed more: reaſonable, 


than that the ſovereign Lord of all the 


""&'Y world 
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world ſhould be acknowledged by his 
creatures: that we who continually de- 
pend upon, ſhould ever be looking up 
to, him ?—Is it not right that we who 
every moment experience a thouſand in- 
ſtances of his ' kindneſs, partake of a 
thouſand mercies and favours at his 
hands, and who muſt periſh in an in- 
ſtant if not upheld by him, is it not 
highly reaſonable that we ſhould offer up 
grateful. thanks to our bounteous bene- 
factor? The common forms of civility 
forbid negle& in teſtifying reſpe&t to 
princes or ſuperiors, though no particular 
benefit might have been conferred by 
them: but, if we were beholden to them 
for our daily bread, to come into their 
preſence without making thankful ac- 
knowledgment of their kindneſs, would 
be eſteemed the extreme of ingratitude.— 
How much more ungrateful, then, negli- 
gently to paſs by the Almighty, day 
after day; nay, continually to be in his 
preſence, and neither pay homage or 
bl 197 reverence 
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reverence to him, as our ſupreme Lord, 
nor return the thanks of a grateful 
heart to our daily preſerver ? 


Vicious men may, perhaps, have other 
conceptions; but, as they have no ex- 
perience of devotion, their judgment 
muſt be incompetent: thoſe only who 
have a due ſenſe of the Almighty im- 
preſſed upon their minds, and have ac- 
cuſtomed themſelves to ſpiritual exerciſes, 
can form right notions of 'him.—To 
ſuch we appeal, whether the conſolation 
and ſatisfaction reſulting from a pious 
communication with their Lord and 
Maker, and heartily pouring out their 
ſouls to him, do not far exceed any 
other delight ?!——W hether they do not 
find more peace, joy, and comfort in 
their attendance upon his ſervice, either 
in public or private, than in any other 
pleaſures or gratifications ?—As much as 
the ſoul is more pure and excellent than 
the body, ſo much are the pleaſures of 
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gracious diſpenſations of providence, and 
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the one ſuperior to thoſe of the other; 
and the greateſt enjoyment of which it 
is capable, is that which it experiences 
in the exerciſe of true devotion ;—in the 


high fenſe it entertains of the favours 


and  mercies vouchſafed to man in the 


this 1s xp 3 in e the duty 
of ere . 
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princes, and others, in a ſituation of life, 
with reſpect to himſelf, leſs elevated, as, 
by man, eſteemed honourable : but, what 


compariſon does their | favour bear to that 


of the * King of Kings?” If they poſ- 
ſeſs power, he is omnipotent.—Their in- 
fluence 1s for the limited and uncertain 


duration of human life, has co-extenſive 


with eternity, infinite. Shall we not 
much father, then, pay homage to the 


* Lord of Lords, , the ' great creator, 
governor, and ruler of the univerſe, than 
to any being by him created 7—As far 


as 


EI 


as his power, majeſty, and glory, tran- 
ſcend theirs, ſo much is he the more 
proper object of our veneration and re- 
verence.— If we have received benefits 
from them, ſuch muſt have been earthly 
and temporal: but his gifts are dona- 
tions of the Lord of heaven and earth, 
and his ability to confer them eternal. 


Tux duty of prayer is ſpoken of by 

the wiſeſt of men, at the dedication of 
the temple, towards procuring temporal 
bleſſings, and averting ſublunary judg- 
ments, in the following words: when 
thy people Iſrael be ſmitten down be- 
fore the enemy, becauſe they have 
e ſinned againſt thee, and ſhall turn 
« again to thee, and confeſs thy name, 
and pray, and make ſupplication unto 
ce thee, in this houſe; then hear thou 
in heaven, and forgive the fin of thy 
people Iſrael, and bring them again 
* unto. the land which thou gaveſt unto 
« their fathers.— When heaven is ſhut 
ER up, 
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« up, and there is no rain, becauſe they 
© have ſinned againſt thee; if they pray 
© towards this place, and confeſs thy 
« name, and turn from their fin, when 
« thou afflicteſt them; then hear thou in 
heaven, and forgive the ſin of thy ſer- 
« vants and of thy people Iſrael, that 
ce thou teach them the good way wherein 
e they ſhould walk, and give rain upon 
« thy land which thou haſt given to thy 
« people for an inheritance.” —If war, 
therefore, infeſt, recourſe is to be had 
to humble ſupplication to * the Lord of 
_ « hoſts,” that he may guard us againſt 
its direful ravages, and ſend us the bleſ- 
ſings of peace.—If famine rage, we are 
to petition the God of plenty, that he 
would reſtore to us genial ſeaſons, and 
the kindly fruits of the earth, fo as 
ein due time we may enjoy them.” 


Whatever calamities, whether of a pri- 
vate or public nature, our fins may have 
drawn down upon us, a devout per- 
formance of this duty will remove, and 
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ſecure to us the bleſſing of our almighty 
father, both upon our perſons and la- 
bours, upon our families, and all that 
Ae to us. ; 


To anichitioih other benefits, ariſing 
from a conſcientious diſcharge: of this 
duty. —In prayer we ſet our wants and 
infirmities conſtantly before us, ſolemnly 
place ourſelves in the preſence of God, 
and call upon him who ſees all our ac- 
tions; we enter into reſolutions againſt 
fin, regulate our thoughts by ſerious de- 
liberation, abſtra& them from ſecular and 
worldly affairs, and, by frequently con- 
verſing with God, gradually approach 
nearer to his perfection. The exerciſe 
of this duty produces in us that temper 
of mind which is highly conducive to a 
proper regulation of our actions, to a 
due knowledge of our dependency upon, 
and reverential fear of our great father 
and protector. 


SOME 
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Some men will ſay, perhaps, that, if 
God be all-wiſe, he knows of what we 
ſtand in need, without being made ac- 
quainted by us with our infirmities and 
calamities: if he be infinitely good and 
kind, more ready to give than we to 
aſk, importunate petitions become un- 
neceſſary and improper.— To this we 
anſwer, that though the knowledge of 
God be infinite, and ſuch as to render 
it an impoſſibility that he ſhould be ig- 
norant of our wants and diſtreſſes, it is 


and protection, ſhould acknowledge his 
power and our own weakneſs.—In like 
manner though the goodneſs of God be 
infinite, fo that we can ſet, no bounds 
to it, it may be truly ſaid to be limited 
by his own wiſdom and. juſtice. Should 
he conſtantly beſtow upon us unſolicited 
benefits, we might become remiſs in that 
dutiful acknowledgment which we un- 
doubtedly owe to him; and, unmindful 

of 


. 


of his mercies, might impute to chance, 
or the natural courſe of things, that 
which is moſt certainly due to his 
beneficent providence alone. His kind 
conceſſions are the rewards of our ſin- 
cere and fervent; petitions: by theſe we 
learn from whoſe hand every good and 
e perfect gift” cometh: and by theſe 
we are convinced how much it concerns 
us to uſe the means of prayer in ob- 
taining his ſanction and ſupport. 


FuRTHER; he will not ſuffer another 
to take away his glory;+-Now, although 
frail and weak mortals as we are, ſtrictiy 
ſpeaking, cannot add to the honour of 
« the King of glory,” yet he will not 
permit that homage, which is due to his 
prerogative alone, to be aſcribed to ano- 
ther. The atheiſt might then, with im- 
punity, repreſent the ſtupendous works of 
the great creator of the univerſe as the 
mere effect of chance and accident. 
We are, therefore, by gratitude, reaſon, 

juſtice, 
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juſtice, and piety bound to pay reverence 
and adoration to the almighty maker and 
preſerver of all things. Our prayers for 
future bleflings, and our thankſgivings 


for benefits already received are to be 
offered up with devout fincerity at the 


throne of grace: and our contrition and 
repentance for paſt fins and wickedneſs; 
accompanied with faithful promiſes and 
reſolutions of amendment, are to be ex- 
preſſed when we proſtrate ourſelves be- 
fore the God of mercies, © who deſireth 


not the death of a ſinner, but rather 


e that he may turn from his wickedneſs 
rn HET Ae 


. Svcn are the grounds and reaſonable- 
neſs of the duty of prayer: the next 
conſideration is, thoſe qualifications with 
which we are to be prepared, in order 
to the Almighty's acceptance of our pe- 
titions; which I ſhall defer to a future 
occaſion.— In the mean time permit me 


to requeſt that you ſeriouſly revolve in 
your 


(/ 
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your minds the importance of that great 
duty, concerning which I have endea- 
voured to treat in the foregoing diſ- 
courſe. 


TuAr we may all attain to a right 
underſtanding of, and “ ſteadfaſtly pur- 
” poſe to” fulfil our duty in the exerciſe 
of that holy office, God, of his infinite 
mercy and goodneſs, grant, through the 
merits and mediation of his moſt bleſſed * 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. 


Amen. 
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PART I. 
"Tank xi. 1. Part of the verſe. 


ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES SAID UNTO- HIM, 
LORD, TEACH us TO PRT. 
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IT is an evident principle of 
natural religion, that an inward and true 
ſenſe of piety is abſolutely requiſite, as 
a recommendation of our' prayers to the 
Almighty — The goſpel, alſo, informs us 
that * God heareth not ſinners; but if 
any man be a worſhipper of him, and 
ee doeth his will, him he heareth Erhe 


* likewiſe, aſſures us that © if our 
heart 
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« heart condemn us not, then have we 
* confidence towards God :” not only a 
general confidence in his favour, and the 


good diſpoſitions of his providence, but 


in his particular kindneſs towards us, 
when, in humble ſupplication, we ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to him; for ſo it follows 
in the next words, © whatſoever we aſk, 
« we receive of him, becauſe we keep 
* his commandments, and do thoſe things 
« that. are pleaſing in his ſight.” —— 
Purity of intention in our petitions to 
our heavenly father 1s, moreover, thus 
alluded to by the apoſtle as eſſential, 
« ye aſk, and receive not, becauſe ye aſk 
* amiſs, that. ye may conſume it upon 
ce your luſts.“ 7 
Ir, therefore, we deſire that our pray- 
ers and addreſſes ſhould enter heaven, and 
find admittance at the throne of grace, 


we muſt be careful that no irregular 
or ſinful deſire be the ſubject of our 


requeſt. ; 
TE 
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Tux frame and temper of mind, with 
which we addreſs ourſelves to the giver 
of all good gifts, muſt be ſuch as is 
not diſpleaſing to his ſpotleſs purity; 
the end, for which we pray, muſt be 
ſuch as he approves; and the manner, 
with which we preſume to importune 
him, ſuch as he directs: viz. with firm 
truſt, ſerious attention, fervent deſire, 
humility, and perſeverance in the per- 
formance of this great duty. The truſt, 
wherewith we preſent our ſupplications, 
muſt be ſuitable to the ſure promiſes of 
God on which it is to be founded; our 
attention muſt be influenced by the im- 
portance of that religious office in which 
we are engaged; our fervency muſt an- 
ſwer the magnitude of thoſe wants under 
which we labour; our humility muſt bear 
proportion to the glory and majeſty of 
that great Being to whom we look up; 
and our perſeverance to the ineſtimable 
value of thoſe bleſſings which we promiſe 


to ourſelves at his hands. 
M THE 
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Tur majeſty of God, indeed, upon 
firſt conſideration, is more likely to ſtrike 
us with awe and terror, than with hope 
and confidence.— If we take a view of 
our own unworthineſs and his glory, of 
our own finfulneſs and his purity, and 
at the ſame time reflect upon the im- 
menſe diſtance between him and his 
creatures, it may .appear ſufficiently pre- 
ſumptuous merely to addreſs him, with- 
out the further hope and expectation of 
being heard and relieved. —We may 
fay with the pſalmiſt, what is man, 
« that thou art mindful of him? and 
* the fon of man, that thou viſiteſt 
e him ?'——Yet, when we conſider that 
our approach towards him is in obe- 
dience to his commands, that our hopes 
are built upon his ſure mercies, that our 
confidence is ſupported by his expreſs 
promiſes, we cannot withdraw ourſelves 
from his preſence without violating his 
authority, we cannot deſpair of accept- 
ance without reproaching his goodneſs, 
we 
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we cannot doubt of ſucceſs without diſ- 
truſting his word. Whatever argu- 
ments, therefore, may be offered to 
weaken our faith, to ſtagger our hopes, 
or to ſhake our confidence, are all an- 
ſwered by this gracious promiſe of our 
Redeemer, I fay unto you, what things 
« ſoever ye deſire when ye pray, believe 
* that ye receive them, and ye ſhall 
« have them: for, be the object of our 
petitions ever ſo important, 1t 1s not out 
of the compaſs of his almighty power; 
be it ever ſo diſproportionate to our 
deſerts, it cannot ſurpaſs the bounds of 
his merits, 


Don attention of mind is another 
requiſite qualification towards rendering 
our prayers acceptable.—If we conſider 
the frame of our minds, we ſhall there 
find a certain train of thoughts con- 
ſtantly flowing, each following the other 
in rapid ſucceſſion, and when we are 
moſt anxious to fix our attention on 
M 2 one 


1 164 J 


one particular point, we find it difficult 
to ſettle that which is in its own nature 
ſo volatile and unſteady. God, there- 
fore, who expects that we ſhould ſerve 
in proportion only to the ſtrength of the 
faculties wherewith he has endued us, 
will, no doubt, graciouſly pardon un- 
avoidable errors.— But, though his mercy 
will certainly exonerate us from the im- 
putation of guilt ariſing from the infir- 
mities of our nature; yet, it will in no 
caſe acquit us in reſpe& of thoſe de- 
viations from rectitude which are the 
voluntary conſequences of our own de- 
pravity.—As when, through the power 
of our luſts, or the inordinate cares of 
the world, our minds are ſo totally en- 
gaged with things ſenſual and earthly, 
that we cannot call them off to ſpiritual 
and religious duties. —When we ſet our 
thoughts adrift, as it were, and ſuffer 
them to wander at random, and without 
controul. —W hen, likewiſe, before we 
enter upon this ſolemn duty, we do not 
duly 
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duly prepare ourſelves for it, neglecting 
to impreſs: upon our ds awful no- 
tions of the tranſcendig majeſty of that 
Supreme Being whom we approach: nor, 
during our religious exerciſe, preſerve a 
lively ſenſe of the exceeding glory of the 
great God before whom we ſtand. —When, 
in ſhort, the words which we pour forth 
are vain empty ſounds, unaccompanied 
with inward thoughts anſwerable to 
them. Such wandering and diſtracted 
prayers are ſo far from being a rea- 
« ſonable ſervice,” which alone is accept- 
able unto God, that the royal preacher 
calls them © the ſacrifice of fools,” with 
theſe admonitions, © keep thy foot,” 
i. e. thy thoughts and affections, when 
« thou goeſt to the houſe of God.—Be 
« not raſh with thy mouth, and let not 
ce thine heart be haſty to utter any thing 
« before God: for God is in heaven, and 
« thou upon earth.” And here permit 
me to recommend this duty of caution. 
and attention to all, but particularly 

| M3 to 
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to the younger of my hearers, whoſe 
thoughts are too apt to be diverted from 
the great duty in which they ought to 
be engaged, yet at the ſame time. ſeem 
to join in the ſervice, and thereby offer 
te the ſacrifice of fools.” | 


Tur next qualification, in preſenting 
our petitions, is fervency.— The apoſtle 
in telling us that the effectual fervent 
« prayer of a righteous man availeth 
« much,” does not only ſuppoſe intenſe 
devotion in prayer to be a duty, but a 
mean likewiſe to recommend it more 
ſtrongly to the favour and acceptance of 
God. Real want, when ſenſibly felt, will 
find a way of expreſſing itſelf in ſuch a 
manner as to excite pity: if, therefore, 
we are truly conſcious of our neceſſities, 
of our own utter inability to provide for 
them, and our conſequent dependence 
upon God, who alone can ſupply them, 
the deep ſenſe that we have occaſion for 
his condeſcending aid, will render us 

anxious 
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anxious and fervent when we petition 
him for relief. —< As the hart panteth 
<« after the water-brooks,” ſo David's foul 
panted after God, His * ſoul thirſted 
for God, his fleſh longed for him in 
* a dry and thirſty land where no water 
* was.—Hais ſoul longed, yea, even faint- 
<« ed for the courts of the Lord.” The 
panting of a hart wearied, purſued, and 
ſpent; the drought of a parched and ga- 
ping land; the cravings of hunger and 
thirſt are proper and lively images of 
an eager and affectionate concern for 
thoſe bleſſings which the holy pſalmiſt 
ſo earneſtly deſcribed. —This 1s the life 
and true ſpirit of devotion. 


ANOTHER property, neceſlary to ren- 
der our prayers ſucceſsful, is humility.— 
This ariſes from the nature of the duty 
itſelf: for, ſince by prayer we acknow- 
ledge ourſelves to be indigent creatures, 
ſtanding in need of the affiftance of a 
ſuperior power, pride muſt be incom- 
patible 
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patible with this ſituation. The acceſs, 
which we have to the throne of grace, 
is the effect of condeſcending mercy on 
the part of our almighty Creator: we 
have no claim to his favour from any 
thing like merit on our fide: his good- 
will, towards a reconciliation with of- 
fending ſinners, 1s the conſequence of his 
diſpoſition to pardon, through the me- 
diation of his Son, our Saviour, who, by 
his own blood, purchaſed redemption for 
us. We are, indeed, to exert our utmoſt 
endeavours to render ourſelves proper ob- 
jects of forgiveneſs ; but, when we have 
done all that human frailty can effect, we 
{till continue miſerable creatures, unleſs 
the arm of mercy is ſtretched out to our 
aſſiſtance. This being the caſe, with 
what humility, reverence, and adoration 
ought we to proſtrate ourſelves before 
our gracious Lord and Judge ? 


ONE condition more, towards the ac- 
ceptance of our petitions, 1s perſevering 
| patience.— 
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patience. —For, though God, for the 
trial of our faith, and proof of our hu- 
mility, for the manifeſtation of our truſt 
in him, and of our ſubmiſſion to his 
holy will, for the demonſtration of our 
entire dependence upon his goodneſs and 
bounty, may think proper ſometimes to 
delay granting the object of our requeſt, 
yet, we are not, on that account, to de- 
ſpair of the acceptance of our renewed 
addreſſes.——Of the good effect of theſe 


we have many examples in ſcripture. 


IT remains only for me to point out, 
that, thoſe things, for which we pray, 
muſt be ſuch as will meet the appro- 
bation of our almighty Father, before 
we can expect him to grant our peti- 
tions.—This the apoſtle hath thus laid 
down, © this is the confidence that we 
« have in him, that if we aſk any thing 
« according to his will, he heareth us:“ 
and, moſt certainly, if we do not aſk 
according to his will, he will not hear 
us. It may be aſked, what things are 

agreeable 
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agreeable to his good favour, and what 
are not? Whatſoever is not juſt, moſt 
aſſuredly muſt be contrary to the ap- 
probation of a Being perfectly pure. 
Several things may be proper in them- 
ſelves, yet very unjuſt in us to aſk for 
them. For inſtance, . health and proſ- 
perity are juſtly deſirable; yet, when we 
ſupplicate theſe, or any other good, with 
a view to employ them not in the glory 
of God, but as the mean of indulging 
vanity and vige, he will reject our 
petitions. 


Tur matter of our prayer may be 
lawful in itſelf, we may make our ſup- 
plication with an upright intention, yet, 
the Almighty, who knows all things, 
may not eſteem it convenient for us.— 
This may be the caſe in any of thoſe 
things which we call worldly bleſſings. 
We are ignorant whether they will tend 
to our advantage or otherwiſe ; we know 
not, therefore, whether they are or are 
not agreeable to the will of God; and, 

con- 
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conſequently, cannot, with aſſured ſuc- 
ceſs, offer petitions for them. Our ſup- 
plications, then, muſt always be made 
with ſubmiſſion to the divine will. Our 
great Exemplar has ſhewn us a powerful 
and lively leſſon of this: three times, in 
his agony, he entreated his Father, in 
the moſt earneſt manner, that that cup 
might paſs from him, (viz. the ignomi- 
nious death which was then approaching) 
e nevertheleſs,” ſays he, not my will 
ce but thine be done.” The concluſion, 
therefore, is, we muſt not pray for 
things unlawful, neither muſt we pray 
for lawful things with deſign to put 
them to an ill uſe, to make proviſion” 
with them for the fleſh to fulfil the 
« luſts thereof.” We muſt not invoke 
the Almighty unleſs with the abſolute 
reſignation of ourſelves and our wills to 
his direction. —We ſupplicate him to 
give us all good things, and to keep us 
from all evil things; but, as to what 
things are good or evil for us muſt be 


left to his wiſdom to determine. 
FINALLY,— 
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FinALLY.,—When we preſume to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to the throne of grace, 
whether in public or private, 1t muſt be 
with that zeal and fervency, mingled 
with a due firmneſs, and ſteadfaſtneſs of 
mind, ſuited to the performance of ſo 
ſolemn a duty : equally remote from the 
liſtleſſneſs of indifference, and the vio- 
lence of enthuſiaſm. The great Being, 
before whom we ſtand, knoweth the 
moſt hidden ſecrets of the heart, and 
requireth reaſonable ſervice. Our ſup- 
plications are to be preſented to him as 
the meek petitions of creatures ſubject 
to his will, relying upon his mercy, 
with firm faith in his promiſes, con- 
ſcious of their own unworthineſs. That 
indulgence which we expect from him, 
we muſt, as far as is within our power, 
exerciſe towards others ; charity muſt be 
predominant in our hearts and actions, 


For what man can reaſonably expect 


that his iniquity will be pardoned, by 
the great Lord of the univerſe, whilſt 
he himſelf continues remorſeleſs to the 

tranſ- 
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tranſgreſſions of his fellow creatures? 
We are taught by our bleſſed Lord to 
pray that our treſpaſſes may be forgiven, 
« as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
e us.” — With hearts thus prepared we 
may venture to approach the throne of 
grace, in confidence that the God of 
mercies will grant what is conducive to 
our welfare and happineſs : and, that our 
minds may be thus duly prepared, let us 
thus entreat him, O Lord, we beſeech 
e thee mercifully to receive the prayers 
« of thy people which call upon thee; 
« and grant, that they may both perceive 
« and know what things they ought to 
te do, and alſo may have grace and power 
« faithfully to fulfil the ſame, through 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.“ 
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SERMON XI. 


ON THE LORD'S PRAYER, 


IN FOUR PARTS. 


PART I. 
Marr. vi. 9. latter Part of the Verſe. - 


OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, HAL- 
LOWED BE. THY NAME, 


PRAYER is eſſentially requiſite 
to true religion. — Such are its effects, 
through grace, that whoever ſeriouſly, 
devoutly, and daily continues the prac- 
tice of it, will ſhake off the dominion of 
ſin, and improve in all virtue. This will 
appear more clearly by duly attending 
to that prayer which Chriſt himſelf hath 
taught us, which is very expreſſive and 


com- 
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comprehenſive. It opens, moſt properly, 
with this invocation, © Our Father which 
« art in heaven.” As the whole world 
received being from God, he is juſtly 
ſtyled the Father of all.—And, as rea- 
ſonable creatures are made in his image 
and likeneſs, he is, in a ſtricter ſenſe, 
the Father of them.—A ngels and men, 
therefore, are called in ſcripture, what 
the creatures below them never are, 
e the ſons” and the “ offspring” of 
God: and in which the prophet faith, 
eO Lord, thou art our Father, and we 
“e all are the work of thy hand.” As our 
creator, he 1s not only our Father, but 
alſo our ſovereign Lord. Moreover, God 
has a ſecond title to this name, from that 
fatherly providence and goodneſs, 'which 
he exerciſes every where continually, and 
which mankind largely experience, not 
only in the many enjoyments and com- 
forts he affords them, but even in the 
afflictions with which he viſits them, 
always for their good, dealing with them 


as 
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as with children whom he loveth, “for 
* whom the Lord loveth, he correcteth.” 
But there is a third reaſon why we call 
him our Father, peculiar. to us Chriſ- 
tians, founded on our union with his 
Son, our Head, having, when we had 
loſt our title, been © begotten again, 
through his goſpel, © unto a lively hope, 
«© to an inheritance, reſerved in heaven 

for us.” — Privileges ſo ineſtimable, | 
that, though he be doubtleſs a Father, 
and a tender one, to the whole world, 
yet, this word ſpeaks of Chriſtians as 
the perſons approaching more nearly, in 
compariſon, to his regard, under that 
relative ſituation. — © As many as re- 
© ceived him,” i. e. our bleſſed Saviour, 
* to them gave he power to become the 
e ſons of God, even to them that be- 
“ lieve on his name.” The Lord is good 
to all, but ſingularly ſo to thoſe, who, 
by the influence of the chriſtian cove- 
nant, become fit objects of his favour, 
by returning to him with ſincere love 
N and 
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and obedience, and ſtudying “ to ſerve 
« him truly all the days of their lives.” 
They have promiſes of the greateſt bleſ- 
ſings, namely, of pardon to their fins 
on faith and repentance, of the aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit, and of life eternal; 
by which laſt they are made, in the 
happieſt ſenſe, the children of God, 
being the children of the reſurrection. 
Let us learn, then, as often as we ſay, 
Our Father,” to magnify in our ſouls 
that gracious Redeemer, by whoſe medi- 
ation he hath become more particularly 
ſo to us than to others. Let us often 
repeat the thankful reflection of St. John: 
ce behold, what manner of love the Fa- 


ther hath beſtowed upon us, that we 


e ſhould be called the ſons of God.” — 
And let us joyfully ſay with St. Paul; 
« if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt.” 


Tuus, then, the words, © Our Father,” 
convey important inſtruction, and expreſs 
; our 
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our acknowledgment of the abſolute au- 
thority, unſpeakable goodneſs, and mercy 
of God. — The next words, © which art 
te in heaven,” ſet forth and declare his 
glory and power. 


By the infinity of God's nature, he 1s 
preſent every where, from no part of 
ſpace can he be excluded : his providence 
is univerſal in its action, and, wherever 
he acts, he is: Solomon, therefore, juſtly 
declares © the heaven, and heaven of 
tc heavens cannot contain thee.” Still, 
the ſcripture repreſents him as mani- 
feſting the more viſible tokens of his 
inexpreſſible majeſty in one peculiar 
place, where he receives the homage of 
his holy angels, who bow before his 
throne, and iſſues forth his commands 
for the government of the whole world. 
Here our bleſſed Saviour, when he was 
received up into heaven, © ſat down,” as 
the ſcripture expreſſes, on the right 
« hand of God:” and he exhorts his 
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diſciples to look. up to the glorious 
% manſions he had prepared for them in 
« his Father's houſe,” to raiſe their views 
to thefe higher habitations of inconceiv- 
able happineſs, to which they ſhould 
hereafter be admitted, and on which 
they were, in the mean time, to reſt 
their hearts, as the ſeat of all bliſs. 


FuRTHER.—Being in heaven denotes 
the almighty power of God, agreeably 
to the pſalmiſt, our God is in heaven, 
* he hath done whatſoever pleaſed him.” 
A higher ſtation gives ſuperior power 
and command ; accordingly, by uſage in 
language, to be exalted ſignifies increaſe 
of dominion; on the contrary, to be 
brought low, diminution : the circum- 
ſtance, therefore, of God being repre- 
ſented as placed above all, denotes that 


his kingdom ruleth over all. 


Wurx, therefore, we call upon “our 
« Father which is in heaven, we make 
public 


1 


public profeſſion of our belief that God 
is the author and preſerver of the uni- 
verſe, who governs all things with a 
fatherly care, but extends his favour, by 
extraordinary beneficence, to thoſe, who, 
by obeying him, ſhew themſelves to be 
his true children : and, conſequently, 
in a moſt eſpecial manner to ſuch, as 
having obtained, through the merits and 
grace of his Son, the neareſt relation 
and reſemblance to him, have thereby 
a covenant-right, and right of promiſe, 
flowing from free grace, an eternal in- 
heritance in that bleſſed place, where he, 
in a more peculiar manner, diſplays his 
glory, and reigns poſſeſſed of ſovereign 
authority, and boundleſs power. 


Now, thus to apply to God, under 
the notion of our Father, is excellently 
fitted to inſtruct and remind us of the 
dutiful regard we ought to pay him, as 
he himſelf argues, if I be a Father, 
« where is mine honour ?” and, likewiſe, 
N 3 of 
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of the kindneſs which we may aſſuredly 
expect at his merciful hands, according 
to the words of our Saviour, © if ye, 
« being evil, know how to give good 
« gifts unto your children, how much 
ce more ſhall your Father, which is in 
er heaven, give good things to them that 
« aſk him?” Nor is this expreſſion leſs 
fitted to admoniſh us to imitate, as far 
as we are able, that goodneſs which 
we adore, by the exerciſe of mercy 
and loving kindneſs towards our fellow 
creatures, | 


As Alx; the conſideration that our 
Father is in heaven, poſſeſſed of infinite 
power and glory, ſhould tend to inſpire 
us with reverence towards him, at all 
times, and in all places; but, more par- 
ticularly ſo when we preſent ourſelves 
to him in devout petition : to this end 
the wiſe king inſtructs us to © keep our 
4 foot when we go to the houſe of God: 
* not to be raſh with our mouth, nor 

« let 
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« Jet our heart be haſty to utter any 
e thing before God: for God is in hea- 
«yen; and we upon earth.” It alſo 
reminds us what ſhould be the great 
object of our prayers and our lives: 
viz. to obtain admittance to that bleſſed 
place where God is, and where Chriſt 
fits at his right hand; for, in his pre- 
* ſence is the fulneſs of joy, and at 
ce his right hand there is pleaſure for 
e evermore,” 


Yeu ſee, then, what important truths 
and admonitions theſe few words, with 
which the prayer dictated by our Lord 
opens, include: every thing, indeed, 
which encourages us, or diſpoſes us, as 
we ought, to pray. 


Tur petition which immediately fol- 
lows, © Hallowed be thy name, is per- 
haps more liable to be repeated, without 
being properly underſtood, than any of 
the reſt: but when underſtood, as it 

N 4 eaſily 
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eaſily may be, appears highly proper to 
ſtand in the firſt part of a chriſtian's 
prayer. The name of God, here, means 
God himſelf; as it doth in many other 
- places of ſcripture, where fearing, or 
bleſſing, or calling upon the name of 
the Lord is mentioned. —And, to hallow 
his name ſignifies to think on him, and 
to behave towards him as an holy Being. 
The term holy implies that which is 
clean and pure; and the moſt eſtimable 
purity being that of a mind untainted 
with ſin, and ſecure from tendency to- 
wards it, holineſs more eſpecially denotes 
this, which may in various degrees be 
aſcribed to men and angels, but in ab- 
ſolute perfection to none but God: for, 
he, and he alone, is infinitely removed 
from all poſſibility of doing, thinking, 
or approving what is evil. 


THr1s, then, is the ſenſe in which we 
are to acknowledge that © holy and re- 
« verend is his name.“ Impreſſed with 

this 
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this conception of him we are to hallow 
it, and “ ſanctify the Lord God in our 
ce hearts; —a matter of unſpeakable im- 
portance, and the very foundation of 
true religion. For, if we are not fully 
perſuaded that He is © of purer eyes than 
* to behold evil” with indifference :— 
if we imagine that He can ever act 
unrighteouſly himſelf, or countenance 
others in ſo doing; that He is, in any 
caſe, the author of ſin; or approves any 
thing in his creatures but uprightneſs 
and goodneſs; or ſhews himſelf other 
than a Being perfectly great, wiſe, juſt, 
and gracious : —we miſtake his nature, 
and diſhonour him; we ſet up an idol 
of our own fancy, inſtead of the true 
God; in conſequence of which, in pro- 
portion as our notions of him are falſe, 
our worſhip, imitation, and obedience 
will be erroneous alſo; our piety and 
our morals will both be corrupt; we 
ſhall negle& what alone can recommend 


us to him; we ſhall hope to pleaſe him 
__ 


= 


by performances. of no value, perhaps 
by wicked deeds; and the light that is 
in us will become darkneſs, 


No wonder, then, that we are directed 
& make it our firſt petition, that we 

d all men may, as we ought, hallow 
God's name; that ſo a right ſenſe of 
him may prevail throughout the world, 
ſuch as may baniſh both profaneneſs and 
ſuperſtition, and engage us all to fear 
and love him equally : — that we may 
entertain ſuch notions of chriſtianity as 
may promote Chriſt's honour : and allow 
ourſelves in nothing that may bring diſ- 
grace on our holy profeſſion, or tempt 
any to blaſpheme, inſtead of ſanctifying, 
that worthy name by which we are 
called: but, that each of us may, in 
our ſtations, with all diligence and pru- 
dence, promote and propagate the belief 
of © pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father.” ——This is the 


way, and the only way, in which we 
can, 
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can, as we ought, hallow and honour 
God's holy name. 


WIT this petition, therefore, our 
Lord, moſt rationally, directs us to be- 
gin: and, let us remember, that what he 
directs us to pray for, he expects we 
ſhould uſe our ſincere endeavours to ob- 
tain, and, by our own conduct, promote, 
that, as we acknowledge that he which 
<* hath called is holy, ſo ſhould we be 
holy in all manner of converſation.” 


Tnus have I endeavoured to open to 
you the extent of the words of the 
text, —TI ſhall only obſerve further, that, 
as we are admitted to the inexpreſlible 
privilege of addreſſing God as * Our 
Father, we ſhould have a lively and 
laſting ſenſe of the important truths 
contained in theſe few words, © Our 
« Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
ebe thy name; and, let us not deceive 


ourſelves by thinking it enough to 
worſhip 
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worſhip our heavenly Father with our 
lips, whilſt our hearts are far from him; 
but, fulfil our duty, by “ caſting away 
de the works of darkneſs, and putting 
- upon us the armour of light.” — Let 
us „ ſhew forth his praiſe in our lives, 


ce by giving up ourſelves to his ſervice, | 


« and by walking before him in holineſs 
ce and righteouſneſs all our days, through 
ct Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom, with 
ce the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
« honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON XIII. 


ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


PART IL 


MATT. vi. 10. 


THY. KINGDOM COME—THY WILL BE DONE 
IN EARTH, AS IT 18 IN HEAVEN. 


TRE ſecond petition of the 
Lord's prayer, Thy kingdom come, 
follows very naturally after the firſt, 
ce Hallowed be thy name: for, hallow- 
ing the name of God; i. e. entertaining 
juſt notions, and being poſſeſſed of a 
deep ſenſe of the holineſs of his nature, 
of his abhorrence of all fin, of his juſ- 


tice, and of his goodneſs; is the natural 
preparation 
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preparation for ſubmitting to, and being 
faithful ſubjects of that kingdom, for 
the coming of which we are directed 
to pray. God, indeed, is, ever was, and 
cannot but be Lord and King of the 
whole world, poſſeſſed of right and do- 
minion over all things, as the plaineſt 
reaſon ſhews, and the concluſion of this 
prayer, in conformity to the reſt of 
ſcripture, acknowledges. In this ſenſe, 


therefore, we cannot pray for his king- 
dom to come at ſome after time, but 
rejoice that it is already preſent ; ſince 


we live under the government of infinite 
mercy, wiſdom, and power. The Lord 
ce reigneth, let the earth rejoice : let the 
* multitude of iſles be glad thereof.” 


Bes1Des this natural kingdom of God 
there is a moral and ſpiritual one, 
founded on the willing obedience of 
reaſonable creatures to thoſe laws of 
righteouſneſs which he hath given them. 


That this kingdom is not come amongſt 


men 
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men ſo fully as it ought we have but 
too plain evidence. The very firſt of 
human race revolted from their Maker ; 
and their deſcendants, as ſcripture, and 
other hiſtories ſhew, grew, age after age, 
more and more diſobedient; till, at 
length, the inhabitants of the whole 
earth, inſtead of being the happy ſub- 
jects of God's rightful kingdom, became, 
by impious lives, and idolatrous worſhip, 
moſt wretched ſlaves to the uſurped do- 
minion of the wicked one. But, the 
goodneſs and wiſdom of God made im- 
mediate proviſion to oppoſe this kingdom 
of darkneſs; not by his abſolute power, 
which nothing can reſiſt, for obedience 
loſes its value when it proceeds not from 
choice; but the actions of reaſonable 
creatures are governed, and the influence 
of Satan oppoſed, by inſtructions, pro- 
miſes, and warnings from heaven. 


_  Tazsx inſtructions God gave at firſt 
through the patriarchs to all men : and, 
whoever 
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whoever acknowledged his authority, and 
obeyed his laws, was a good ſubject, 
and true member of his kingdom. But 
when, notwithſtanding this care, the 
corruption of mankind became very ex- 
tenſive, he diſtinguiſhed the poſterity of 
his ſervant Abraham by ſpecial favour; 
not as caſting off the reſt of his crea- 
tures, for © in every nation, they that 
fear God, and work righteouſneſs, are 
e accepted with him ;” but, that in this 
people at leaſt the profeſſion of faith in 
him, and ſubjection to him, might be 
kept alive; not merely for their own 
benefit, but for the information and in- 
ſtruction of others alſo.— With the poſ- 
terity of Abraham, therefore, was the 
kingdom of God, in a peculiar degree, 
for the ſpace of fifteen hundred years. 
And, whilſt they flouriſhed in their own 
land, they held forth the light of truth 
to all the nations round them. When 
they were led captive, or diſperſed into 


other lands, they carried the knowledge 
of 
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of the true God with them, and ſpread 
it yet further, and thus were great in- 
ſtruments in preparing the reſt of man- 
kind for that general re-eſtabliſhment 
of obedience to God, as King and Lord 
of all, which our bleſſed Saviour came 
to effect. 


Tur Goſpel diſpenſation, therefore, 
having this for its end, viz. to bring 
men back to the obedience of God, and 
being much more perfectly fitted to ef- 
fect this purpoſe, than any preceding 
religious inſtitution had been, the ſcrip- 
ture, in a diſtinguiſhed manner, calls it 
the Goſpel of the kingdom of God,” 
which words ſignify that © dominion,” 
which is foretold in Daniel, „which 
* ſhould not be deſtroyed.” — Our Sa- 
viour gave notice of its approach, ſaying, 
« the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
By his death he hath erected this king- 
dom upon the ruins of Satan's uſurpa- 
tion, over whom he triumphed on the 

0 croſs, 
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croſs. | But, ſtill, the kingdom of God 
is by no means come, in that extent, 
which we have reaſon to beg that, it 
may, and to believe that, in time, it 
will. The greateſt part of, mankind has 
not, eyen in profeſſion, entered into 
this kingdom; but lies overwhelmed in 
Pagan idolatry, Jewiſh unbelief, or Ma- 
hometan ;deluſion. The greater part of 
_ Chriſtians have corrupted the doctrine 
of Chriſt with grievous errors: and thoſe 
who. preſerve the pure faith, yet, too 

| generally, lead ſuch impious and wicked 
lives, that, though the kingdom of God 
has taken place among them in out- 
ward appearance, and they profeſs to be 
followers of our bleſſed Lord, neverthe- 
leſs, in that fenſe, which will prove the 
moſt important, they are ſtill far from 
him: — for the kingdom of God con- 
fiſts, as the apoſtle explains it, in “ righ- 
e teouſneſs, and peace, and Joy in the 
2 al Ghoſt,” N | 


HERE, 
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HRE, then, is great need for pray- 
ing that the heathen” may become 
the © inheritance” of Chriſt, « and the 
© uttermoſt parts of the” Mahometan 
world his © poſſeſſion.“— That the Jews, 
from whom for their unbelief the king- 
dom of God hath beet fo long taken 
away, may be reftored, as the prophets 
have foretold they ſhall be, to a ſhare 
in 1t,—And, laſtly, that all who pro- 
« feſs and call themſelves Chriſtians may” 
not only < be led into the way of truth, 
but „hold the faith in unity of ſpirit, 
e in the bond of peace, and in righ- 
e teouſneſs of life.” How little proſpect 
foever there may at preſent be of ſuch 
happineſs, yet, we have a ſure word of 
prophecy for the ground: of our prayers, 
that the time will come when the 
© kingdoms of this world ſhall become 
« the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
e Chriſt,” in a degree and manner they 
have never yet been, when all the 
02 &© people 
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ce reople ſhall knw the Lord, from the 
« leaſt to the greateſt.” 4 5 


Bur, the kingdom of God upon earth 
is, comparatively, but of ſhort duration 
and imperfect; and, indeed, only the 
introduction to that glorious and eternal 
kingdom in heaven, which ſhould al- 
ways be the object of our moſt ardent 
defires and requeſts. For, as the go- 
vernor and the governed, and all the 
great fundamental laws of government 
are ſtill to be the ſame in the preſent 
ſtate of trial, and the future one of 
recompenſe, they all make up together 
but one kingdom of God, though in 
very different ſtates and degrees: there- 
fore, when we pray for the coming of 
it, we pray, in the end, for the arrival 
of that time when the King and Judge 
of all ſhall fit upon the throne of his 
glory, © and reward every man according 
* to his works ; when the righteous ſhall 

ce ſhine 
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< ſhine forth as the ſun in the king- 
“dom of their Father,” even © that 
« kingdom which was prepared for them 
* from the foundation of the world,” 
and ſhall reign with him in it for ever 
and ever. | e 
As we pray, then, for this time, it is 
evident we ought alſo to prepare for it, 
otherwiſe we only ſolicit our own con- 
demnation, as the prophet Amos moſt 
awfully warns us, „wo unto you ,that”” 
(without preparing for it) © deſire, the | 
day of the Lord: to what, end is it 
« for you? the day of the Lord is dark- 
«neſs and not light.“ That we might 
not be ignorant, therefore, on what it 
is that our ſhare in the kingdom of 
God depends, our Saviour, immediately 
after the petition in his prayer for its 
coming, ſubjoins another which teaches 
and expreſſes it very clearly, Thy will 
0 be done in earth, as it is in heaven, 
For, © not every one that faith unto him, 
0 3 Lord, 
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« Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 
« dom of heaven, but they” only “ that 
«do the will of his Father which is in 


„ heaven.” What God, indeed, wills to 


do, that he” himſelf © doeth” accord- 
ingly, both “ in the army of heaven, and 
« among the inhabitants of the earth, 
e and none can ſtay his hand.” But 
whatever he wills us to do, that he re- 
quires of us as we value his favour, or 
fear his diſpleaſure. Vet, to obey as we 
ought,” we are not able without the 
aſſiſtance of his grace: but, ſince by 
means of prayer we may obtain this aſ- 
ſiſtance, we are, certainly, with as much 
Juſtice expected to obey his will, as if 
the power was already in ourſelves. 


Ir is the will of God that we ſuffer 
with content what he lays upon us, and 
perform faithfully what he commands us. 
The former of theſe conſiſts in bearing 
patiently whatever God ſees proper to 
inflict upon us; and, though we may 

| wiſh 
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wiſh for the prevention or removal of 
any ſuffering, yet, to be ſatisfied, nay 
deſirous that his will, and not ours, 
may be done, however difficult this may 
prove to us, is an evident and neceſſary 
duty. To indulge a 'contraty diſpoſition 
is to torment outſelves, and to diſpleaſe 
our Maker, by rebelling againſt his au- 
thority, denying his wiſdom, and diſtruſt- 
ing his goodneſs. That we may be able, 
therefore, to ſubmit meckly to his good 
pleaſure, is, undoubtedly, one great qua- 
lity for which we are to pray, both in 
duty to him, and for ont own comfort. 
Still, as the bleſſed inhabitants of heaven 
have, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, little 
or no occaſion for this kind of obedience 
in patiently enduring afflictions, we may 
prefume to think that the latter duty, 
viz. the faithful performance of what he 
commands, is the point which our Sa- 
viour deſigned we ſhould principally have 
in view, when we beg that God's will 
may be done by us on earth, as it is in 

04 heaven 
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heaven by the Angels, thoſe © miniſters 
ce of his, that, hearkening unto the voice 
* of his word,” fulfil * his command- 
ce ments, and do his pleaſure.” Not 
that we can expect in this life to equal 
the ſervices of beings placed ſo much 
above us: but only aſpire to ſuch a re- 
ſemblance of them, that our obedience 
may bear the ſame. proportion to the 
abilities which God hath given us, as 
that of the heavenly ſpirits doth to the 
powers with which he hath | endowed 
them. —They, without exception, fulfil 
what they know to be his pleaſure — 
Whereas we © leave undone thoſe things 
which we ought to have done, and do 
< thoſe things which we ought not to 
e have done.” — They do his will with 
alacrity and cheerfulneſs; we, too fre- 
quently, ſhew great diſinclination and 
reluctance, —They do it from a principle 
of duty; many of our good actions, and 
upon which we value ourſelves, I fear 
proceed from no true principle; but, 

ſome 
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ſome from conſtitution, ſome from world- 
ly prudence, and ſome from vanity and 
oſtentation. In theſe reſpects we muſt 
earneſtly pray, and diligently endeavour 
to be like them, thus ſhall we ourſelves 
as far as human frailty is able, fulfil 
that duty, for which we are in the latter 
part of the text directed to pray, and ſet 
a good example to others, whereby both 
they and we, after having performed the 
will of God on earth, ſhall be admitted 
to his preſence in heaven, there to enjoy 
the reward prepared for them that love 
him, and do his commandments. 


SERMON 


SERMON XV. 


' ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


PART III. 


Marr. vi. 11, 12, 


GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD— 
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS,' AS WE 
FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS, 


—ů— 


TE three former of the fix 
petitions of the Lord's prayer expreſs 
our earneſt deſire, that we, and all our 
fellow creatures, may attain the great 
end of our creation, 1. e. underſtand, 
embrace, and practiſe true religion, to 
the honour of God, and our own eter- 
nal happineſs —After which we proceed, 


in the three laſt, to aſk of him the 
means 
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means to this end; ſuch ſupplies of our 
wants as will be needful for the per- 
formance of our duty: and they are 
comprehended under three heads more: 


the relief of our temporal neceſſities; 


the forgiveneſs of our paſt ſins; and 
the aſſiſtance of his grace, againſt future 


_ temptations. 


Tux firſt of theſe bleſſings we requeſt 
by ſaying, < Give us this day our daily 
* bread.” —All the good things of life, 
and our capacity of receiving ſupport 
and comfort from them, proceed, as 
every thing doth, from God's free gift: 
and, therefore, depend, as every thing 
doth, on his free pleaſure: for, what he 


hath beſtowed, he can with the ſame 


eaſe, at any time, take away.—He hath, 


indeed, placed things in a regular, and, 


what we call, a natural courſe and order. 
But, this order 1s not only of his own 
appointing, but of his own preſerving 
too. He it is that © maketh his ſun to 

« riſe,” 
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« riſe;” that © giveth us rain from hea- 
ven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our 
c hearts with food and gladneſs.” Were 
he only thus kind to us all in general, 
it would certainly be our duty to ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs, and to pray for 
the continuance of it. But, as we fur- 
ther learn from ſcripture, that his pro- 
vidence extends, even in the moſt minute 
inſtance, to each of us in particular, 
and that not the ſmalleſt thing comes to 
paſs, but by his appointment, or wiſe 
permiſſion, theſe are additional reaſons 
tor applying to him, that his continual 
| watchful care may be ever exerciſed to- 
wards us for our good. We know not, 
indeed, for certainty, what will conduce 
to our advantage: ſtill, ſince he has 
implanted in our frame and nature a 
defire of enjoying the life he has given 
us, to its ordinary term, with a compe- 
tent ſhare of the ſeveral accommodations 
which contribute to render it agreeable, 


it muſt be lawful to expreſs thoſe deſires 
to 
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to him in a proper manner, and this 

our Saviour directs us to do when he 

inſtructs us to petition for our daily 

bread. The word bread, as it frequently 

! imports in ſcripture all kinds of food, 
| ſo may it naturally ſignify, what it does 
l in this prayer, all ſorts of things requi- 
g ſite to human life.— This Agur meant, 
i when he prayed that God would * feed 
< him with food” (in the original it is 
bread) convenient for him; and this 
we mean, in common diſcourſe, when 
we ſpeak of perſons getting their bread. 
But we are by no means to extend our 
petitions beyond things requiſite and 
neceſſary, beyond thoſe without which 
we are unable to ſubſiſt conveniently 
and comfortably.— Not that deſires of 
further advantage in the world are ab- 
ſolutely unlawful, but are too apt to 
enlarge and ſwell into extravagant and 
ſinful paſſions, into ſchemes of vanity, 
luxury, or covetouſneſs, that we have 
uſually more need to check and reſtrain, 
than 
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than to encourage, by requeſting the 
accompliſhment. of them from God, leſt 
we be guilty of what St. James con- 
demns, viz. .* aſking amiſs, that we may 
* conſume it. upon our luſts.“ 


IT is, therefore, for ſuch a ſhare of 
worldly good, as to a reaſonable. and 
moderate mind will appear ſufficient, 
that our Saviour allows us to pray, in 
the ſpirit which Agur expreſles, give 
« me neither poverty nor riches, feed me 
« with food convenient for me: leſt I 
„be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Wha 
« 1s the Lord? or leſt I be poor, and 
« ſteal, and take the name of my God 
e in vain.” Though the temptations 
under extreme poverty are preſſing, yet 
the tendency of wealth, caſe, and power, 
to create ſenſuality, pride, and forget- 
fulneſs of God, is fo exceeding great, 
that a mind, well inftructed and mo- 
derate, would rather ſubmit, .' than be 
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placed in dangerous pre- eminence. For 
the preſervation of order, and conduct 
of the affairs of ſociety, ſome muſt Fill 
exalted ſtations : but, let all Who do, 
look well to their ways, and let none 
of their inferiors envy. 


Ir ſhould be here further obſerved, 
that our bleſſed Lord hath not only con- 


fined us to pray for our bread, but for 


our daily bread, intimating, no doubt, 
that we ſhould remember and acknow- 


ledge that our dependence upon God is 


continual, from one moment to another: 


that they, who have the moſt of this 


world, have it only during his pleaſure, 
and are bound both to aſk and receive 
every day's enjoyment of it as a new 
gift from him: while, at the ſame time, 
they, who have leaſt, may be aſſured, 
that, what he hath commanded them to 


Pray for, he will ordinarily not fail to 


_— by bleſſing their endeavours, if 
they 


- 
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they are able to uſe endeavours, or, by 
ſtirring up the charity of others towards 
them, if they are not. 


Ixpusrxx is the mean, by which the 
Almighty hath thought fit to decree that 
moſt of his creatures ſhall obtain their 
bread: by this, therefore, they are to 
ſeek it, they have no title to it upon any 
other ground; © if any will not work, 
neither ſhall he eat,” ſaith St. Paul. 
They muſt not only labour to ſupply 
preſent neceſlities ; but, by diligence: and 
frugality, lay up, if poſſible, for future 
exigencies, learning of the ant, which 
* provideth her meat in the ſummer, and 
5 n her food in the bara, 


ee ene to God, by prayer, | "for 
daily bread, is far from precluding the 
propriety of our own diligent attention 
to the appointed means of obtaining it. 
But, if this attention grow into pre- 
ſumptuous anxiety, void of regard to 

P the 
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the ſuperintending providence of the 
Diſpoſer of all things, we provoke him 
to blaſt our faire;t hopes :—if it be diſ- 
truſtful, we think unjuſtly of him, to 
whom we addreſs our petitions, who can 
as cafily ſupply the bread of to-morrow, 
as he gave that of yeſterday. If the 
cares of this world ſo engroſs our 
thoughts as to render us unmindful of 
the next, or that we vainly imagine 
ourſelves more ſecure in ſtores laid up 
for many years, than in God's good 
providence, we fuffer ourfelves to be led 
in contradiction both to the ſpirit of 
our Lord's prayer, and of his whole 
religion, which commands that we ſeek. 
« firſt the kingdom of God, and his 
e righteouſneſs,” and “ truſt not in un- 
* certain riches, but in Him e giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy.” 


Moxrovrx; we are not to gain ſub- 
ſiſtence by fraud, theft, or any other 


unlawful means. And, ſince we do not 
ſay, 


 21t ] 


ſay, give me my daily bread, but, give 
' 2s ours, we entreat God to ſupply the 
wants of others, as well as of ourſelves. 
Now, the means, which he hath pro- 
vided for relieving the neceſſities of the 
helpleſs poor, are charitable donations ; 
to pray that they may be ſupplied, and 
with-hold from them what he hath de- 
ſigned for their benefit, is that hypocriſy 
which St. James thus expoſes, if a 
ce brother or ſiſter be naked, and deſti- 
e tute of daily food, and one of you ſay 
« unto them, Depart in peace, be you 
ce warmed and filled: notwithſtanding ye 
e give them not thoſe things which are 
e needful to the body; what doth it 
profit? ä 


From our temporal wants, we pro- 
ceed next to a much more important 
concern, our ſpiritual ones. We aſk, in 
the firſt place, that which ſeems, indeed, 
highly neceſſary, pardon and mercy : 
e forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
P 2 ur 
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© our debtors.” Now, waving the con- 
ſideration that faith and repentance are 
neceſſary to the forgiveneſs of ſins, I 
ſhall, here, only advert to the condition 
mentioned, upon which we are to ex- 
pect remiſſion of our offences, viz. that 


wie alſo forgive, as we hope to be for- 


given.—Concerning this, two points are 
to be conſidered: what that forgiveneſs 
is, to which we are bound; and how 
far the exerciſe of it will avail us. 


Tn obligation to forgiveneſs does 
not intend that the magiſtrate ſhould 
omit the puniſhment of malefactors, 
« for he is the miniſter of God, a re- 
e venger to execute wrath upon him 
« that doeth evil.” Nor, that the rulers 
of the church forbear ſpiritual cenſures, 
intended for the amendment of ſinners, 
and protection of the innocent, when 
they are likely to have theſe good effects. 
Nor, that private perſons do amiſs in 


bringing tranſgreſſors to juſtice, the 


neglect 


1 

neglect of which, in general, would 
greatly tend to the injury of ſociety at 
large.—Nor, are we forbidden to make 
reaſonable demand on ſuch as with-hold 
our due, or do us wrong; for, great 1s 
the difference between recovering a debt 
in a lawful way, and revenging an in- 
jury.—Nor, laſtly, are we bound to en- 

tertain as favourable an opinion of thoſe 
who have committed injury againſt us, 
as we did before, which may be impoſ- 
ſible; or, to put as much confidence in, 
and ſhew as much favour towards them, 
which may be unwiſe.— But, our ob- 
ligation to forgive does mean, and ab- 
ſolutely require, that civil governors be 
moderate and merciful ; and that eccle- 
ſiaſtical ones uſe diſcipline to edification, 
and not to deſtruction. —That, in our 
private capacity, we paſs by all offences, 
which, with ſafety to ourſelves and the 
public, we can: and, where we muſt 
defend, or recover our right, we be ready 
to embrace peaceable and friendly accom- 
P 3 modation, 
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modation, before we proceed to extre- 
mities, which become neceflary when all 
other means fail. —That we never be 
guilty of injuſtice to others, becauſe 
they have been guilty of it to us; and 
never refuſe them proper favours, be- 
cauſe we have been refuſed the ſame by 
them. —That we look upon little pro- 
vocations as trifles; and be careful not 
to conſider great ones of more impor- 
tance than they really are. — That we 
always wiſh well to thoſe who may have 
acted on the contrary towards us; and 
be ready, as ſoon as we have real cauſe, 
to entertain a favourable opinion of 
them ; to believe their repentance, when 
they acknowledge that they are ſincerely 
contrite ; and, how great or many ſoever 
their faults may have been, that we ac- 
cept their penitence, and reſtore them 
to as large a ſhare of our friendſhip as 
any wiſe and good perſon may think 
ſafe and right.— Always remembering, in 


every caſe of injury, how liable we are 
to 
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to err on the ſevere ſide; and, how much 
better it is to lean towards the mer- 
ciful one, 


Sven is the temper of forgiveneſs 
which we are to bear towards our fel- 
low creatures. Let us now conſider how 
far it may be a mean, whereby our 
heavenly Father may be inclined to par- 
don our offences. Our Saviour lays 
great ſtreſs upon it, as tending to this 
effect; both, by inſerting it as a con- 
dition in the body of the prayer, and, 
inſiſting upon it, as neceſſary, in the 
words following, © if ye forgive not men 
their treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 
e forgive your treſpaſſes.” We muſt, 
nevertheleſs, be careful to obſerve, that 
he doth not mention it as the abſolute 
cauſe of procuring remiſſion of fins : for, 
* God ſaveth us not by” this, or any 
other © works of righteouſneſs, which 
« we do, but according to his mercy, 
ee which he hath ſhed on us abundantly, 
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« through Jeſus Chriſt ; that, being juſ- 


« tified by his grace, we may be heirs 
te of eternal life.” Our forgiveneſs of 
others is no more than a qualification 
requiſite to our receiving that final par- 
don from God, which our Saviour, 
through the divine goodneſs, hath me- 
rited by his death.—Nor, is this the 
only qualification neceſſary, —For, the 
reſt of God's laws would have been 
given in vain, were the obſervance of 
them needleſs: and, „ Chriſt” would 
have been the miniſter of ſin,” had 
he taught that the ſingle diſpoſition to, 
or exerciſe of, forgiveneſs, although ac- 
companied in other reſpects by an evil 


Our Saviour, i 83 ſermon on the 
mount, hath bins heaven to ſeveral 
other virtues ; the meaning 1s not, that 
we may obtain eternal happineſs by the 
practice of that moſt concordant to our 
natural inclination: but, that each of 
them ſhall have its proper ſhare in 

fitting 
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fitting us for that mercy and reward, to 
which we ſhall not attain, except by a 
proper regard to all God's commands,— 
Our imperfections in all will, indeed, 
be pardoned; but, our impenitent con- 
tinuance in the wilful neglect of any 
will not be overlooked, 


LET us, alſo, remember, that if any 
do not forgive as they hope to be for- 
given, ſuch perſons, in this prayer, call 
down God's vengeance inſtead of his 
mercy, Let us, therefore, apply to him 
continually for this grace, to enable us 
earneſtly to perform that which we pro- 
feſs in this petition, — Let us carefully 
examine our hearts and our conduct, 
that we may not deceive ourſelves ; upon 
God we cannot impoſe falſe pretences of 
an obſervance of his commands for the 
true performance of our bounden duty, 
„Let us utterly put away from us all 
te bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 

: « clamour, 


TT 35 
« clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, with all 
te malice: and be kind one to another, 
[ te tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
« even as” we hope that © God for 
« Chriſt's ſake will forgive us.” 
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SERMON 


SERMON XV. 


ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 


PART IV. 


Marr. vi. 13. 


AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL : FOR THINE IS 
THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND 
THE GLORY, FOR EVER, AMEN, 


WE ſhould be very improper 
petitioners for pardon and forgiveneſs of 
paſt ſins and offences, nor ſhould we 
long derive advantage from ſuch grace 
and favour, did we not, at the ſame 
time, earneſtly deſire and “ ſteadfaſtly 
« purpoſe to” avoid future tranſgreſ- 
ſions.— After the petition, therefore, 

« Forgive 


„ 
4 
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te Forgive us our treſpaſſes, moſt pro- 
perly follows, And lead us not into 
© temptation.” 


Tux word temptation frequently ſig- 


nifies nothing more than trial; any occa- 


ſion or difficulty that may call forth our 
virtues into vigorous action and prac- 
tice; and, by ſo doing, both ſtrengthen 
and make them known; not unto God, 
indeed, who knows our hearts; but to 


_ ourſelves, and all mankind.—In this ge- 


neral ſenſe, our whole life upon earth 
was intended to be, and is, a ſtate 
of temptation.— St. James directs us to 
* count it all joy when we fall into di- 
vers temptations,” adding a very good 
reaſon for it, © bleſſed is the man that 
* endureth temptation : for when he is 
* tried, he ſhall receive the crown of life, 
* which the Lord hath promiſed to them 
* that love him.” —The more love we 
thus ſhew to God, the more ſhall we 

. improve 


L 221 J 


improve our good principles and habits, 
and the greater will be our reward. 


Wurxx, therefore, we ſay, © lead us 
te not into temptation,” we do not pray 
that we may eſcape all trial. But the 
word here ſtands for dangerous trials, 
provocations, and powerful enticements 
to fin, by which we are more likely to 
be overcome, than to prevail - againſt 
them. There is, indeed, ſcarce any thing 
in life which may not thus aſſail us. 
Our tempers, our ages, our ſtations, and 
employments in the world, each, in their 
different ways, may riſk our innocence. 
They that are poor may be ſubje& to 
repine, and arraign the goodneſs of God, 
or to purſue unlawful methods for ob- 
taining relief. — They that are rich are 
liable to divers temptations and ſnares, 
follies and luſts. — Adverſity and proſ- 
perity, buſineſs and leiſure, company and 
ſolitude have their reſpective dangers and 


hazards.— Sometimes theſe hazards are ſo 
dreadfully 
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dreadfully heightened by particular cir- 
cumſtances, at others times trying inci- 
dents occur ſo ſuddenly and unſeaſonably, 
that though they ſhould only rouſe and 
animate our virtue, yet, may they alſo 
overcome and deſtroy it. We, therefore, 
know very little of our natural frailty, or 
have not ſufficiently obſerved the power 
of our paſſions, and the inſinuations of 
ſin, if we do not eſteem it the more 
prudent, as well as. the more modeſt 
part (if it be God's will) to decline, 
rather than to venture the conflict: ac- 
cordingly we muſt ſee the neceſſity of 
praying that he would © not lead us into 
<« temptation.” 


Id the ſenſe of inviting and alluring 
to ſin, God, ſtrictly ſpeaking, tempts no 
man. To pray, therefore, that he would 
not lead us into temptation, as though 
we ſhould not have fallen into it, had he 
not induced (which is inconſiſtent with 
his nature) would be impious. But, as 

nothing 
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nothing comes to paſs without his know- 
ledge and ſufferance, and as all things 
are ſubject to his ſuperintendence and 
direction, the ſcripture ſpeaks as if every 
thing was done by him, when the mean- 
ing, as appears from other paſlages, is, 
only to acknowledge that nothmg 1s 
done without him. Agreeable to the 
manner of ſpeaking in the eaſtern coun- 
tries, things are afcribed to him which 
he only permits, and afterwards turns. 
to the fartherance of his own good 
purpofes. — Now, God may very juſtly 
permit us to be led into the ſevereit 
temptations, if we do not pray to the 
contrary, becauſe great part of the dan- 
ger proceeds from that weakneſs which 
we have wilfully or careleſsly brought 
upon ourſelves, and prayer is one of the 
means he has appointed for our relief 
and preſervation, which means if we uſe 
with ſincerity and a real deſire to fulfil 
his will, « he will not ſuffer us to be 


« tempted above that we are able; but 
: will 
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ce will with the temptation alſo make a 
« way to eſcape, that we may be able 
« to bear it.” 


Bur if, through pride in our own 
ſtrength, or, by a more proper eſtimate, 
weakneſs; or, through careleſs negligence, 
we omit to pray for his help, we can- 
not expect it, And, if for form's ſake 
only, with little faith in, or no depen- 
dence upon it, any make his petition, 
theſe words of St. James are the anſwer, 
let not that man think that he ſhall 
te receive any thing of the Lord,” ——If 
we preſumptuouſly expoſe ourſelves to 
thoſe dangers, from which we beg him 


to preſerve us; or, are careleſs to avoid 


them: if in the trying ſituations, in 
which he may think meet to place us, 
we do not exert our beſt endeavours, as 
well as pray to ſurmount them, ſuch 


prayers can never avail.— Fervent de- 


votion, hearty reſolutions, prudent care 
and watchfulneſs united, and continued, 
| will 
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will be our ſafeguard With what- 
ever difficulties we may be ſurrounded, 
and how little poſſibility of eſcape ſoever 
we may ſee, this ſhould be our encou- 
raging ſupporter, commit thy way unto 
© the Lord: truſt alſo in him, and he 
< ſhall bring it to paſs.” 


In the ſecond part of the petition 
which we are now conſidering, © Deliver 
be us. from evil,” the word evil may fig- 
nify, either ſin and its conſequences, or 
the great tempter to ſin, for the epithet 
of evil is frequently and emphatically 
applied to him in the new teſtament.— 
Since, in our preſent ſtate of trial, we 
have not only, as experience ſhews, fleſh 
and blood to wreſtle againſt, our own 
untoward diſpoſitions, and the ſolicita- 
tions and bad examples of a wicked 
world to reſiſt; but, as the word of 
God informs us, © principalities and 
« powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places,” an army of inviſible 

| Q enemies, 
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enemies, and, therefore, the more for- 
midable, conſtantly employing all the 
wiles and ſtratagems that they are per- 
mitte to uſe: this conſideration, as it 
manifeſts our danger, fo ſhould it en- 
liven our devotion in prayer for deliver- 
ance and ſafety. With the nature of 
the power of wicked ſpirits we are un- 
acquainted :—of this, however, we are 
certain, that they have no power but 
what God permits, and he will never 
ſuffer them to do that which ſhall finally 
injure thoſe who ſincerely ſerve and fear 
him.—Entice us to the paths of vice, 
and diſſuade us from thoſe of virtue, 
they may; but, moſt aſſuredly, they can 
neither force us into ſin, nor hinder us, 
againſt our own inclinations, from re- 
pentance.— Provided, as faithful ſoldiers, 
we are upon our guard, and earneſtly 
apply to God for ſuecour, neither their 
temptations nor thoſe of the world 
can prevail againſt us: for then only 
is every man tempted” dangerouſly, 
| « when 
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© when he is drawn away of his own 
© luſt, and enticed.” —The enemy with- 
in, therefore, is the moſt formidable, 
againſt which we are chiefly to © watch 
e and pray that we enter not into temp- 
e tation,“ remembering always that how 
* willing” ſoever the“ ſpirit may be, 
«* the fleſh is weak, and ſtandeth con- 
tinually in need of the gracious aſſiſt- 
ance of God's holy ſpirit, which he i 
promiſed to thoſe that aſk. 


Lr us, likewiſe, remember, as we 
pray againſt being led into temptation 
ourſelves, we be careful that, ſo far from 
laying ſnares for others, we endeavour, 
as much as poſſible, to warn and guard 
them againſt thoſe to which they may 
be expoſed. — And, as begging God's 
help that we may ſtand is grounded on 
a ftrong ſenſe of our proneneſs to fall, 
we ſhould ſhew great compaſſion towards 
thoſe who through the ſame pronenels + 
have already fallen. —*< Brethren, if a 

* man 
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« man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
<« are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
« ſpirit of meekneſs; conſidering thyſelf, 
< leſt thou alſo be tempted.” 


5 
5 


Tuuvs have we gone through the ſix 
petitions of the Lord's prayer, which 
ſhew it to be worthy its Author, and our 
greateſt regard, as it ſo diſtinctly com- 
prehends, in ſo ſmall a compaſs, what- 
ever is neceſſary for the honour of God 
and our good, both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral : —it remains to ſpeak briefly of 
that which concludes the whole,—aſcrib- 
ing to our heavenly Father the praiſe 
due unto his name,” acknowledging 
here, what 1s, indeed, throughout the 
whole, implied, that his “is the king- 
te dom,” the rightful authority, and ſu- 
preme dominion over all.—His „ is the 
« power” by which every thing juſt and 
good is brought to paſs,—< his,” there- 
fore, the glory” of whatever we, his 
creatures, do, or enjoy, or hope for.— 
His 
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His is the glory of whatever this uni- 
verſe, and the whole ſcheme of things 
which it comprehends, hath had, now 
hath, or ever ſhall have in it, whether 
awful or gracious, worthy the admi- 
ration of men and angels. As all 
dignity, and honour, and might are his, 
ſo are they his for ever and ever: and 
this, —originally, — independently, —and 
unchangeably.— From everlaſting to 
« everlaſting, he is God: — the ſame yeſ- 
< terday, to- day, —and for ever,” 


THEsE words are at once an act of 
homage to his greatneſs, and thankſ- 
giving to his goodneſs: both of which 
ought ever to have place in our prayers, 
and this place no where more proper 
than in concluſion. — For, the infinite 
perfections of our Maker, which we 
thus celebrate, are the beſt reaſon for 
every petition we preſent to him. Our 
bleſſed Lord, therefore, ſo adduces them : 
e For thine is the kingdom, and the 

"EY power 
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« power, and the glory.” Ending with 
theſe acknowledgmenits leaves them freſh 
and ſtrong upon our minds: eſpecially, 
as we finiſh all with that ſolemn af- 
ſeveration Amen :”—which word is 
uſed in fcriptute upofſi important occa- 
ſions only, to confirm the truth and 
ſincerity of what is promiſed, wiſhed, or 
affirmed.—It relates; therefore, to every 
part of the prayer equally : and, in ef- 
fect, declares, that we do heartily believe 
whatever we have ſaid; and heartily de- 
fire whatever we have aſked, 


Tuts expreſſion, moreover, reminds 
us, that our prayers ſhould be compoſed 
in ſuch a language, and in thoſe words 
of that language, with which all, who 
uſe or join in them, are well acquainted : 
« elſe,” as St. Paul argues, how ſhall 
te he that occupieth the room of the 
te unlearned, ſay Amen, ſeeing he undet- 
« ſtandeth not what thou ſayeſt ?” 


IT 
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Ir ſhould, hkewiſe, remind us very 
ſtrongly of another thing, if poſlible, 
yet more important. — We ſhould not 
ſay that to God which we cannot fay 
with the utmoſt truth.— With what ap- 
pearance of veracity can any perſon, 
who lives in the habitual practice of 
ſin, repeat the prayer our Lord hath 
taught us, and confirm it by the folemn 
ratification Amen, when every ſentence 
in it, if duly conſidered, is a contra- 
diction to his life and manners. 
Surely, when we come befare our Ma- 
ker, we are in earneſt : let us, therefore, 
be careful, that we offer up our de- 
votions in an acceptable manner, far 
te the ſacrifice of the wicked is an abo- 
e mination to the Lord: but the prayer 
* of the upright is his delight.“ 


Wirz that fincerity and fervency, 
which becomes thoſe who addreſs an 
all perfect and gracious God, let us, 
therefore, proſtrate ourſelves before him. 
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As our Father, ſeated on high, let us, 
with due reverence and humility, ſanc- 


tify his holy name. — When we pray 
that his kingdom may . come, and will 
be done, in earth as it is in heaven, 
be it our care that the tenour of our 
lives accord to the words of our lips. 
Let our petition for daily bread and 
forgiveneſs of ſins be accompanied by 
ſuch ſentiments and acts of charity, as 
ſhould attend all who ſolicit thoſe im- 
portant bleſſings ——And, as we would 
avoid all temptation, and every evil, let 
us faithfully guard our hearts againſt 
the ſnares of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, relying with firm truſt upon 
the aid and deliverance of him, whoſe 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever, Amen, 


SERMON 


SERMON XVI. 


ON THE CONTEST BETWEEN NATURE. 
AND REASON, OR OPPOSITION OF 
FLESH AND SPIRIT : WITH SOME RE- 
FLECTIONS ON THE ADVANTAGES 
OF THE GOSPEL OVER THE LAW. 
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Rom. vii. 24 and part of 25. 


O WRETCHED MAN THAT I AM, WHO SHALL 
. DELIVER ME FROM THE BODY OF THIS 
DEATH !|—1 THANK GOD THROUGH JESUS 
CHRIST OUR LORD. | 


— 


TRE ſeri ptures every where 
ſet forth man as in a corrupt, degene- 
rate, and ſinful ſtate; quite fallen from 
that innocence and perfection in which 
God created him. Since much has been 
ſaid concerning this corruption and de- 
generacy, it may not be improper, in 
ſome meaſure, to enquire into the na- 


ture of it. 
| MAN 


- M 
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| 
| 
| 
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Max is a compound being, conſiſting 
of ſoul and body, each of which has 
ſeparate and diſtin& properties, as dif- 


ferent as their natures.— To the ſoul 


belong the noble faculties of reaſon, 
judgment, conſcience, and free-will.— 
The body is the ſeat of various affec- 
tions, paſſions, appetites, and propen- 
ſities, which are, therefore, in ſcripture 
called © the luſts of the fleſh,” that 
being their reſidence. —As far as the 
ſoul is, in its own nature, more excel- 
lent than the body, ſo far do the noble 
faculties thereof excel, in worth and dig- 


"nity, the properties of the more ignoble 


part.—And as it is fit and right, in the 
nature of things, that the more baſe 
and vile ſhould be in ſubordination and 
ſubjection to the more excellent and 
exalted, doubtleſs the Author of both 
placed them in ſuch ſubordination, viz: 
the inferior faculties and appetites in 
ſubjection to, and under the government 
of reaſon, judgment, and conſcience.— 

The 
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The corruption and degeneracy, then, of 
human nature muſt conſiſt in the over- 
throw and deſtruction of this ſubordi- 
nation, which happens whenever the 
paſſions, luſts, and appetites get domi- 
nion over the ſuperior faculties, and 
bring reaſon into ſlavery. 


THrrRE are, therefore, in man two 
different principles of action: one in 
the ſoul, viz: reaſon, judgment, and 
conſcience, which are in ſcripture 
frequently called * ſpirit;” the other 
ſeated in the body, conſiſting of the 
various paſſions, affections, luſts, and 
appetites thereof, and therefore called 
« feſh:” the works of which the ſcrip- 
ture frequently enumerates, and com- 
mands us not to follow, but to crucify 
and ſubdue them. — The corruption of 
nature conſiſts in this, that the latter 
has obtained aſcendency and dominion 
over the governing principle of the ſoul 
or ſpirit, and brought that which ought 

to 
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to rule into ſubjeftion. — This ſtate is 
conſtantly repreſented in ſcripture as 


that of ſlavery, and, conſequently, of 


miſery : hence, our Saviour told the 
Jews that he was come to make them 
free: not underſtanding the nature of 
which, they declared that they © never 
e were in bondage to any man,” and 
therefore needed not to be made free, 


being 1gnorant of his intention to re- 


deem them “ into the glorious liberty of 
« the children of God.” | 


BuT, though reaſon and conſcience 
are thus held captive, and brought un- 
der the ſervitude of fleſh and ſenſe, yet, 
like other ſlaves, they approve not, but 
deteſt and abhor their degraded ſtate.— 
This the apoſtle emphatically expreſſes 
in the words preceding the text, where 
he conſiders the two principles as though 
they were two perſons exiſting in the 
fame man.—“ That which I do, I allow 
* not; for what I would, that do I not; 

« but 
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* but what I hate, that do I.—If then 
« I do that which I would not, I con- 
e ſent to the law that it is good. 
© Now, then, it is no more I that do 
e 1t, but ſin that dwelleth in me.—For 
« I know, that in me (that is, in my 
<« fleſh) dwelleth no good thing: for to 
* will is preſent with me, but how to 
e perform that which is good, I find 
* not. For the good that I would, I do 
< not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I do.—Now if I do that I would 
« not, it is no more I that do it, but 
% fin that dwelleth in me.—I find then 
« a law, that when I would do good, 
«evil is preſent with me.—Por I delight 
* in the law of God, after the inward 
© man, —But I ſee another law in my 
cc members, warring againſt the law of 
e my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
« tivity to the law of fin, which is in 
my members.—O wretched man that 
« J am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death! —1 thank God 

through 
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« through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So 
te then, with the mind, I myſelf ſerve 
ce the law of God; but with the fleſh, 
« the law of ſin” The fin, which the 


inner commits, is what he does not 


allow with his underſtanding and reaſon; 
For, what his reaſon approves and dic- 
tates, that he doth not: but, what he 
hates, what is contrary to his reaſon, 
that he doth, wickedly preferring what 
his own conſcience rejects as wrong.— 
Now, if a carnal man do thoſe things 


which are not the choice of his own 


reaſon, but the dictates of his irregular 
paſſions, his reaſon gives its voice for 
the law of God, and declares that the 
true rule of life, which ought to be ob- 
ſerved. —*< Now, then, it is no more 1 


« that do it, but ſin that dwelleth in 


« me.” —It is not I, in the beſt ſenſe, 


it is not a man's reaſon, ſeparately con- 


ſidered, that produces the wicked action; 


but his. ſinful paſſions and appetites, 


which have gained poſſeſſion and govern- 
-ment 
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ment of him.—For, we find by expe- 
rience that in our fleſhly appetites 


« dwelleth no good thing.” —Thoſe, un- 


directed by the mind, will never prompt 
us to that which is true and tholy.— 
For to will is preſent with me, but 
«to perform that which is good I find 


te not. Though God hath endued man 


with faculties to diſtinguiſn between 
what is right and what is wrong, and 


to approve the one and diſapprove the 


other, yet, being under the influence of 
carnal paſſions, he is embarraſſed, and 
greatly defective in practiſing what he 
knows to be good and right. For, in 
fact, thoſe good actions which his reaſon 
ſanctions, the man in the fleſh rejects, 
and commits wickedneſs, which con- 
ſcience diſcountenances.—* For the good 
« that I would, I do not: but the evil 


«.-which I would not, that 1 do. —If 


he do that which his conſeience contra- 
dicts, it is not (as I ſaid before) I, the 
man in the beſt ſenſe, it is not his 

| | reaſon 
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reaſon ſeparately conſidered that produces 
the wicked action, but the prevalency of 
ſenſual affection ſettled and ruling in his 
heart.— 80 that, certainly true it is a 
man may be in ſuch a ſtate, that, whilſt 
his reaſon approves obedience to the 
laws of God, the commiſſion of evil may 
attend him, through the predominance 
of his paſſions, —For, as to that I, which 
is the inward man, the mind or reaſon, 
which may eſteem the law of God, there 
1s, evidently, in the carnal appetites of 
every natural man, another I, another 
principle of action which frequently 
fights againſt, and often conquers the 
principle of conſcience, enſlaving it un- 
der the dominion of wickedneſs, which 
the apoſtle declares to. be a ſtate of 
death. 


IT, therefore, concerns every one ſe- 
riouſly to enquire whether this ſtate be 
his or not. —The examination is eaſily 
made, —Let the drunkard, the ſwearer, 

the 
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the fornicator, or the perſon indulging 
himſelf in any other crime, aſk his own 
heart whether his reaſon approves his 
actions, and let his conſcience give him 
an anſwer: only remembering to obſerve 
(fince human reaſon is liable to be 
clouded with error, by the influence of 
various paſſions and prejudices) that con- 
ſcience be guided by the unerring word 
of God. And that this examination 
is neceſſary, it is evident; becauſe, ao 
man, until he is convinced that he is 
wrong, will attempt to go right: but 
when, by due inveſtigation, he perceives 
his error, and that the paths he purſues 
lead to miſery and deſtruction, he will 
exclaim, O wretched man that I am, 
« who ſhall deliver me from the body 
ce of this death! Infinite mercy, which 
can never ſufficiently be adored, has gra- 
ciouſly provided an anſwer to the ex- 
clamation of the diſtreſſed : © I thank 
« God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


For though, under the weak and lifeleſs 
i diſpen- 
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diſpenſations of the law, the ſinner re- 


mained in a deplorable ſtate; under the 


Goſpel the moſt encouraging hopes ſmile 
upon him, and he has the higheſt aſ- 
ſurance that thoſe are quite diſcharged 
from the penalty of the law, and diſ- 
engaged from the ſervitude of fin, who 
embrace the faith of the Goſpel, if they 
make that a principle of obedience, and 
do not live in wickedneſs, according to 
the inſtigation of the fleſh, but in truth 
and holineſs, according to the dictates of 
the inward man, or rational faculty. 


For, the diſpenſation of grace, which 
is founded in Chriſt Jeſus, and of which 
he is the chief corner ſtone, ſupplying 
ſpiritual ſtrength, and promiſing eternal 
life, is perfectly ſufficient to deliver thoſe 
who were under the dominion of fin 
from its yoke, as well as from the pe- 
nalty of death.—Since, whereas the law 
could not reſcue ſinners from the power 
of Satan, becauſe all the rules of action 

it 
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it laid down were rendered ineffectual 
through the prevalency of fleſhly luſts ; 
I ſay, whereas the law was defective in 
this great point, as it only preſcribed a 
line of duty, but afforded not ſtrength 
to perform it, God, by ſending his Son 
to live among us in- the fleſh, to ſanc- 
tify and redeem us from all iniquity, 
hath mercifully ſupplied the defect of 
the law, whereby we are enabled to 
ſhake off the yoke of ſin: but this ſtill 
depends upon our own choice and reſo- 
lution in preferring the practice of righ- 
teouſneſs to that of iniquity. For upon 
no other condition will the advantages 
of the Goſpel be effectual towards our 
ſanctification and falvation : *« for if ye 
« live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die: but 
« if ye through the ſpirit do mortify the 
« deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. 
The thoughts and affections of thoſe 
who are under the government of ſen- 
ſual appetites are wholly turned to carnal 
purſuits, and, during their continuance 
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in that ſtate, they can, by no means, 


attain life, becauſe they are in oppoſition 
and enmity to God, the only ſource of 
life and happineſs: for, the fleſh is not 
obedient to the rules of temperance, 
righteouſneſs, and goodneſs which he 


has given us, but in direct contra- 


diction to them. — Nevertheleſs, though 


man, by nature be under the dominion 


of the fleſh; and, conſequently, te the 
ce child of wrath;” yet, it is our great 


happineſs that, under the Goſpel -diſ- 


penſation, we enjoy the moſt powerful 
means of being emancipated from that 
ſtate of ſlavery, and of being brought 
under the government of reaſon, con- 
ſcience, and the ſpirit of life, 


Wrar I would endeavour to imprint 
upon your thoughts is, briefly, this. 


Troven we are, by nature, in a ſtate 
of wretchedneſs and death, through the 
dominion of ſin, yet, it is a matter of 

great 
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great congratulation, and © I thank God 
« through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” that 
we are not bound to the fleſh, to re- 
main in ſervitude to the luſts thereof, 
either by the invincible power of ſenſual 
appetite, or through deſpair of obtaining 
pardon and eternal life. — For, thus the 
caſe 1s, — Though all Chriſtians are in- 
vited to accept the ſalvation of Chriſt, 
yet, if they continue to live under the 
government of carnal appetites, they 
ſhall die “the ſecond death.—But if ye 
* through the ſpirit do mortify the deeds 
« of the body, ye ſhall live.” —For as 
God, in Chriſt, hath vouchſafed the ef- 
fectual aſſiſtance of his ſpirit, if we are 
wiſe to improve that advantage to the 
ſlaying of the luſts and deeds of the 
fleſh, we ſhall, moſt aſſuredly, obtain 
everlaſting life: “for as many as are led 
e by the ſpirit of: God, they are the 
« ſons of God.” — The relative ſituation 
of children implies a portion and in- 
heritance; we may expect an heritage 

ſuitable 
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faitable to the goodneſs and ability of 
ſuch a Father: — yea, a joint-heritage 
with Chriſt himſelf who is our brother, 
provided, like him (whoſe ſteps we are 
commanded to follow) we pay a dutiful, 
and ready, though, perhaps, not perfect, 
obedience, and ſubmiſſion to our Father's 
will, — For the grace of God, that 
te bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all 
% men; teaching us, that denying un- 
e godlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
[ * live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
* this preſent world. Which, that we 
may all do, God, of his great mercy, 
grant, through the interceſſion of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord, and Saviour. 
Amen, 


